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To the Moſt 
ILLUSTRIOUS 

And Moſt 
HIGH- BORN 


PRINCE. 


HIS 


1 an nn 


Prince of 22 ES. 


May it plea; ſe your Highne fs, 


hs HE MxkRCHANTS of this 
| 1 Kingdom do, with the 
by Higheſt Gratitude, acknow- 
ledge the — as you have been 
pleaſed to do them, by Your 
we Condeſcenfion to Accept the 
bY Choice 


The DEDICATION. 


Choice, and become the Gover- 
nor of the South Sea Company, 
and thereby as it were to liſt your 4 


{elf into their Number ; and look 
upon It as an earneſt of the future 
CountenanceyouwillgivetoT rade. 
This hath Embolden'd me, to 
offer, with Great Humility, this 
little Tract to your Royal Patro- 
nage, wherein | have Endeavoured 
to Diſſect and lay open the ſeveral 


Parts of the Trade we drive, that 


ſo your Highneſs may, as at one 
View, have a Proſpect of the whole, 
and ſee how every Branch thereof, 


as now driven, is Profitable or 


Unprofitable to the Nation, and 


how the Ad vantages ariſing thereby, 
are diffuſed throughout all Ranks 


and Conditions. 


The Foundation of our Trade 


is our Product, and the Improve- 


ment thereof by the Labour of 


the People; which being Ex ported 


and Sold Abroad, briug back in 


Returns, 
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7 Returns, not only what ſerves for 
our more Comfortable andSplendid 
Living, but alſo great Quantities of 
Bullion, and other Treaſure, which 
© Coſts us little more then Labour. 

IT was from this Conſideration, 
that Edward the IIId, That Wiſe 
and Victorious Kine, thought it 
a Thing worthy his Royal Care, to 
* Encourage the Woollen Manu- 
factures, and to confine Them, as 
much as in him lay, within His 
own Territories: For, obſerving 
the Advantages that other Nations 
made, by Employing their Poos, 

in Working up our Wooll, Whilſt 
His own Subjects ſtood ill, He 
firſt Prohibited the Exportation 
thereof, and then by Priviledges 
x ranted to the Foreign Manufactu- 
rers, drew them over to ſettle here; 
14 nd his Royal Succeſſors, the 
INs and QUEENs of this Realm, 


have ever ſince thought it Their 


n, and the Nations Intereſt, to 
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5 exceeded all the Kings of the 
a 


Stones; and your Royal Father, our 


nifeſted the Value He ſets on Trade, 


_ Houſes of Parliament, wherein He 3 


The DEDICATION. *® 
do the ſame, whereby ſo many of 
our Poor are kept at Work, and their 
Lives rendred more or leſs Com- 


fortable to them, according as thoſe 


Manufactures have been worn at 
Home, or Exported Abroad. 1 

Nor was He the only KING 
that hath turned his Thoughts to 
Trade, forSolomon, long before Him, 
became a Royal Merchant, and there- 


rth in Riches, filling Jeruſalem 
with ſuch Store of Treaſure, that * 
Silver was not accounted of in his 
Days, but became as Plenty as 


moſt Rightful Soveraign, hath ma- 
and how much he eſteems it the In- 


tereſt of this Kingdom, in his late 
Speech from the Throne to both 


declares, that twas with great Plea- - 
ſure He acquainted them, I hat ma- 
] 


1 
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ny Defects in the Treaty of Utrecht, 


which very nearly affected it, had 
been remedied by Subſequent Con- 


: ventions, the happy Conſequences 
of which, had very ſenſibly appear'd 
a by the Flouriſhing Condition thereof. 


That your Royal Highneſs may 


be Bleſt with a Long and Happy 
Life, and a Numerous ISS uE, 
that fo the Scepter of theſe King- 
2 doms, may be always continued in 
a Branch of your moſt IIluſtrious 
Family, for the Support of the 
2? Proteſtant Religion, and the Re- 
> ſtoring of Liberty and Property 
throughout Europe, is the Hearty 
Deſire and Prayer of 


My it pleaſes = 
Tour Royal Highne ts, 
with all dutiſul reſpect, 
Tour maſt Obedient Servant 


JOHN CARY. 


THE 


PREFACE 


READER. |: 


N the following Treatiſe, 1 have 
conſidered the preſent State of 
this Kingdom, as it ſtands with Reſ- 
pect to its Trade, and its Poor; the le 
Firſt I have divided into Inland and O 
Outland ; the Inland, into Buying 4. 
and Selling, Husbandry, and Manu- 
factures; under the former, I have 
comprebended ſuch Employments, 
whereby Men get by each other, with- 
out making any Addition to the 
Wealth of the Nation ; Husbandry 
I have divided into Paſture and 1 Al- 
lage, and ſbem d from how ſmall Foun- 


dations 


1 „ Mok) > —=> 


== PREFACE; 
dation the Primums of our Trade 
are derived, which indeed is Wonder- 
Vall, wha we conſider, hom vaſtly 
art the Product of our Lands do 
all, of the N. eceſſary Charge for Oup- 
Iportengthe Government, and anſwering 
che Expences 5 Private Families, the 

Jeſt rs 1 Manufailures and 
Tack; Firſt of which 1 have 
ee under different Heads, and 

hew'd by what Methods they may be 
Teel. and ſo have cloſed the In- 
la nd Fuad. 

Before my Entrance. on t he Out- 
und, I have conſidered of Navigati- 
3 on, as the Medium between both, 
and have given my I. boughts, 1 
{ſome Ewils that diſcourage it may te 
removed; and then proceeded to our 
Trade with other Ni tions; which I 
1 have ſpoken to under ſeveral Heads, 
| viz. the Eaft-India, Weſt-India and 
! Africa, Ireland, Spain, Portugal, 
Turky, Italy, Holland, Ham- 
burgh, Poland, Ruſſia. „Sweden, 
Denmark, 


Denmark, Norway, and France, 
and have endeavoured to ſpem, hom we get: 
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or loooſe by either, and by what means 


ſome of them may be Improved, and 
be made more Advantagious. 


As for the other Part of this Diſ. } 


courſe, the Poor, ¶ have endeavoured : | 
to ſhew, how the Habit of Lazmeſs 


and Beggery firſt crept im amongſt us, * 
how it may be prevented from ſpreading | 


x 


| further, how Imployments may be pro- 


wided for ſuch as are willing to Work, © 
and a Force put upon thoſe who are 
able but Idle, and how the Impatent © 
may be provided for, and thoſe whoſe 


| Labours will not ſupport their Charge 


Aſſiſted; and have offered ſome Mas 


 thods for Fireding and Carrying on 


Hoſpitals and Work-Houſes for thoſe = 
finds, throughout the Kingdom, 
and ſo have cloſed the whole with an 
Appendix. In all which, I have 
been as Conciſe as I could, that I might = 


not Tire the Reader. 
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ESSAY 


TOWARDS 


3 Regulating the TRAD E, 


AN D 
EMpLoyYING the POOR 
OF THIS 


KINGDOM. 


wi 


N Order to diſcover whether a Trade i . 
Nation gets or loſes by its Trade, 1 
tis neceſſary firſt to enquire into 

the Principles whereon it is built; 

for Trade hath its Principles, as 


other Sciences have, and as difficult to be 
underſtood: But when they are, 'tis eaſy 


to diſcover whether a Nation gets Or 


loſes by its Management, and without 
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this we are not capable of making any 


true Judgment, it being poſſible for the 
Publick to grow Poor, whilſt private Per- 
ſons encreaſe their Fortunes. 

The Deſign of this little Treatiſe is to 
dillect and lay open the Trade of this 
Kingdom, as it is now driven, that ſo 
thoſe Branches which ſhall appear to be 
Profitable may be Encourag'd, and thoſe 
that are Otherwiſe may be Amended. 

The Profits of this Kingdom ariſe from 
its Product and Manufactures at Home, 
and from the Growths of thoſe ſeveral 
Plantations it hath ſettled Abroad, and 
from the Fiſh taken on the Coaſts, all 
which being raiſed by the Induſtry of 
the People, are both its true Riches, 
and the Tools whereby it Trades to 
other Nations, the Products coming from 
the Earth, and the Manufacturing of them 
being an Addition to their Value by the 
Labour of the People; now where we 
Barter theſe things abroad for ſuch as 
are only fit to be Fat and Drank, or are 

waſted among ourſelves, tho' one Man 
may get by the Luxury of another, yet 
the Wealth of the Kingdom doth not en- 
creaſe : Bot it is otherwiſe where we change 
chem for Bullion, or for Commodities fit 
to be wanufactur d a again. 


The 


7 Y L wh. i 
TW eo 
A ES FED +? e 
rc > 
IRE 2 PR 
Z uns 0 OT 


fog! 

» of! 
- 
_— 
F 

* 


and the POOR. 
The firſt Original of Trade both Do- ,, 


of ſuch Things as his Neighbour wanted, 
2 furniſh'd him therewith tor their Value 
in ſuch whereof the Other had Plenty, 
but he ſtood in need of; the ſame, when 


one Nation abounding in thoſe Products 


which another wanted, ſupply'd it there- 


with, and received for them Things 
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equally neceſſary in their ſtead : And by 


ho much the Products of any Nation 


exceeded its Wants, by ſo much it grew 
richer, the Remainder being ſold for Bul- 
lion, or ſome Staple Commodity, allow'd 
by all to have an intrinſick Value. | 
And as People encreaſed, ſo did Com- 
merce, which cauled many to go oft from 
Husbandry to Manufactures and other 
Ways of Living, for Convenience where- 
of they began Communities; This was 


the Original of Towns, which being 


found neceſſary for Trade, their Inbabi- 
tants encreaſed by ExpeRation of Profit 
This introduced Foreign Trade, or Traf- 
fick with Neighbouring Nations; and 


this a Deſire to ſettle rather on ſome Na- 
vigable Rivers, than in remote Inland 


\ 


Places, whereby they might be more ea- 
fily ſupply'd from the Country with 
* Com- 


3 


11. 


Y meſtick and Foreign was Barter, when ginal. 
one private Perſon, having an Overplus 
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Commodities fit to export, and diſperſe 


thither choſe they had imported from 


abroad. 
et: ! ſhall now take the Trade of this 
„ th; Kingdom, as it is divided into Dome- 
Kingdom It ick and Foreign, and coulider each, and 
how they are advantagious to the Nati- 
on, and may be made more ſo. 
1 The Domeſtick or Inland Trade confiſts 
Lade. either in Husbandry, Manufactures, or Buy ing 
Buying op Selling; the laſt of which, whereby one 
Selle. Van lives by the Profit he makes by ano- 
ther, brings no Ad vantage to the Publick ; 
Peoples Occaſions requiring Commodities 
to be tetail'd to them in ſuch imall Quan- 
* tities as would fir their Neceſſities, they 
were willing to allow a Profit to him 
who bought them in greater; and as 
this ſort of FTraffick came more in uſe, 
ſo the firlt Buyers, not only fold their 
Commodities to the Conſumers in the 
Places where they dwelt, bur alſo to 
others. who being ſeated in the Country 
ata Diſtance, made an Advantage by 
ſupplying the Inhabicants there: This 
begat the Ingroſſing Commodities, and 
therce atoſe Skill and Cunning to forſce 
their Rite and Falls. according to their 
Conſumption and Proſpect of Supply. 
Hence came the ie our Manutactu- 
res, every one endeavouring to underbuy, 
that 
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chat he might underſell his Neighbour 3 

Which way of Living being tound in 
time to have leſs Labour and more Profit 
1 than Husbandry and Manufactures, was 
the Reaſon ſo many fell into it. 


From theſe Bargains Differences ariſi ing, 


: | encouraged another Sort of People, whoſe. 
2z | OO ir was, either by their Wiſdoms 


o periuide, or by their Knowledge in 


1 ) che Laws to compel, the unjuſt Perſons 


to do Right to their Fellow- Traders (an 
Hon Hurable Employment at the firſt, and 
is ſtill fo in thoſe who keep to the ſtrict 
| Rules of its Inſtitution). Hence aroſe 
Attorneys, Sollicitors, and other Ofti- 


cers, which were found neceſſary to attend 
on thoſe Suits, and other Services of the 


Law. 


Trade brought Riches, and Riches 


Luxury; Luxury brought Sickneſs, 


and Sickneſs wanted Phyſick ; which 


required ſome to ſeparate themſelves 
to ſtudy the Nature of Plants and Sim- 


ples, as alſo of thoſe ſeveral Diſeaſes 


which bring Men to their Ends, who for 


their Ad viſe received Gratuities from their 
Patients: Theſe brought in Apothecaries 
and Surgeons, as neceſſary Attendants to 


. their Employmeats ; all which were main- 


tained by keeping People in their Healths. 


Many allo of ripe Parts were fitted for 
By the 
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the Service of the Church, others of the 
State; great Numbers were employ'd in 
providing Neceſſaries of Meat, Drink, 
and Apparel, others in fitting things for 
Delights and Pleaſures, and by this means, 
leaving Husbandry and Mauufactures, 
flockt off daily to Livelihoods, which 
tho' uſeful and convenient in their re- 
ſpective Stations, yet cannot be ſaid to 
encreaſe the Riches of this Nation, but to 
live by getting from one another; Hus- 
bandry and Manufactures being the pro 
480 Employ ments, out of which it ga- 
ers its Wealth. 
Huan. The next Part of the Inland Trade of 
aide this Kingdom is Husbandry, which ante- 
ceded Buying andSelling in point of time, 
cho" the other is treated of firſt in this 
{Diſcourſe ; and this conſiſts either in 
Feeding or Tillage, by both which we 
raiſe great Store of Cattle, Corn and Fruits, 
it for the Food, Service, and Trade of 
the Iuhabitants. | 
Fein To begin with Feeding - And here I 
might enumerate the various forts of Cattle 
raiſed and. bred by the Care of the Hus- 
bandman, but thoſe of moſt Note with 
reſpect to our Trade are, 


1. The Beef; which beſt des the Excel- 
. lency of its Fleſh for Food, affords many 
Neceſſaries 


4 15 
* 
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Neceſſaries for our Trade, and is very 


© ſerviceable in Tillage ; with this we both 
Nen our Inhabitants at home, victual 


5 our Ships for foreign Voyages, and load 
them with the ſeveral Manufactures where- 


3 with it doth ſupply us 3 from the Milk 


we make Butter and Cheeſe, from the 
Flesh Beef, from the Skin Leather, from 

the Fat Tallow, and of the Horns ſeveral 
| uſeful Neceſſaries; ; the Overplus whereof 


above our own Conſumption we export, 


and fell in foreign Markets. 

2. The Sheep; whoſe Golden Fleece 
being the Primum of our Woollen-Ma- 
nufactures, does thereby employ Malti- 
tudes of our People; which being of 
different Lengths and Finene!s, makes 
them of various ſorts; whereof they 
afford us a yearly Crop whilſt living, and 
at their Deaths we have their Fleſh and 
Skins; the firſt ſerves for our Food, 
and of the laſt we make Things, fit to be 
uſed at Home, and Traded with A- 
broad. | 
3. Horſes; whoſe Labour is ſo neceſſa- 
ry, that we can neither carry on our 
Husbandry r Trade without them; be- 
ſides their Fitneſs far War, being account- 
ed the boldeſt in the Wot Id z; and for 


all theſe Uſes are tranſported Abroad ; 
for the fir t, to our Plantations in 1 


B 4 rica 


Tillage. 
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rica, and for the laſt, to ſome of our 
Neighbouring Nations : But their Fleſh 15 
of no Ute, their Skins of little, the Lea- 
ther made of them being very ordinary, 
only the longeſt of their Hair is uſed in 
Weaving. 

There are ſundry other ſorts of Beaſts, 


ſome whereof require no Care in Railing, 


others little, ſuch as the Stag, the Deer, 
the Rabbet, the Hare, the Badger, the 
Goat, and many others, whoſe Skins are 
neceſſary for our Trade, and uſeful in 
our Manufactures. 


Tillage is That whereby we raiſe 


our Corn by turning up the Earth; 
the ſeveral ſorts whereof are Wheat, 
Rye, Barly, Peale, Beans, Vetches, 
Oats, &*c. which not only afford Nou- 


ent to ourſelves, and the Beaſts we 


uſe in Labour, but ſerve alſo for Trade; 
as they give Employment to our People 
at Home, and are tranſported Abroad, 
more or leis, according to the Overplus 
of our Expence, and the Want of our 


Neighbours, beſides the great Quantities 


18 d in our Navigation. 
Theſe Products are all a Profit to 
the Nation, being raiſed from Earth and 
Labour; But their chief Advantages _ 
trom their being Exported, either 1 
tacir own kinds, or when wrought * 
the 
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| the Remainer, which is ſpent at Home, 


© tending rather to ſupply our Wants, chan 
' to advance our Wealth : Which Exports 


being more or leis according to the Price 
they bear in other Countries, and thoſe 


ariſing from the Proportion their Lands 
| hold with ours in their yearly Rents, are 
not ſo great in Specie, as when wrought 


up. Butter is the chiefeſt, SH 


we ſupply ſeveral Foreign Markets, and 
did fœmerly more, till by lie it bad, 
and uſing Tricks to encreaſe its Weight, 


we loſt much of that Trade, and are 
now almoſt beaten out of it by Ireland, 


which every year makes theirs better; be- 


ſides, , they underſell us in the Price, as 


they do alſo in Beef, occaſioned by the 
low Rents of their Lands. 


*Twas the Act of Prohibition made for- 


merly in Ezgland, that firſt utter d them 
into a Foreign Trade, their ſole Depen— 


dance before that time being on our Mar- 
kets, and from hence they were ſupplied 
with what they wanted; but being there- 
by prohibited from bringing kither their 
Cattle and other Proviſions, they endea- 
voured to find a Vent for them in other 
Markets, which they did with goodSuccels, 
and to more Advantage; the ſweetneſs 
whereof gave a ſpring to their Induſtry, 
and put them on the Woollen - Manu- 

factures, 


10 


Corn. 


Value, they will have more. We allo 


Fruits. 


Fiſh, 


Minerals. 
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factures, which they alſo vended where 
they exported their Proviſions, till in time 
it became fo great and flouriſhiog, as to 
give us Apprehenſions it would endanger 
ours. 

As for Corn , Come Markets are ſup- 
plied therewith, both from thence, and 
from the Iſlands of the Azores, cheaper 
than the Rents of our Lands will admit : 3 
but our Plantations have ſtill ſome De- 

endance on us for our Product, and as 
the Lands of Ireland riſe in their yearly 


raiſe conſiderable Quantities of Hemp 
and Flax, both which are uſctul in our 
Trade. 

The other Fruits of the Earth, ſuch as 
Apples, Pears, Cherries, Plumbs, together 
with the Herbs and Plants, ſerve rather 


for Food and Delight than for Trade : 


ſome Cider we do export; aiſo Spirits 
raiſed by the Diſtillers, both from {ome 
of theſe, and from Barly. 

On the Sea-Coaſt both of this Kingdom, 
and alſo of Newfoundland and New-Fng- 
land, are caught great Store of Cod-Fiſh, 
Herrings, and Pilchards, which are faves, 


and fold in Foreign Markets. 


Nor is this all the Product of our Earth, 
whoſe Womb being big with Treaſure, 


brings forth Lead, Tin, Copper, Cala- 
my, 
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; $7 Calm, Iron, Allom, Coppetas, 
and ſundry other Minerals, which are ſold 
in Foreign Markets, whither we ſend 


chem? Beſides a great Expectation we 


have from a much richer and more valu- 
able Diſcovery, lately made in that Part 
of Great-Britain called Scotland. 
Among the ſeveral Trees that adorn 
our Fields, the Oak, che Elm, and the 
Aſh, are the chiefeſt 5 theſe not only 
ſerve in Building our ships and Houſes, but 
allo furniſh us with Materials, where- 
with our Artificers make many Things 
fit for Commerce: And it were much 
to be wiſh'd, that better Care was 
taken to preſerve our Timber, for the 
Benefit of Poſterity. 


ul 


Trees. 


The third Part of our Inland Trade is Many- 
our Manufactures, whereby our Products /a&ures. 


are improv'd in their Values, and made 
uſefulin ſundry manners, both for our ſelves 
and others, by the Labour of our People ; 
and fitted for ſuch Services, as of their 
own Natures, without the help of Art, 
they conld not have been proper ; and 
thoſe to ſuit the Neceſſities and Fancies, 
both of our own, and alſo of Foreign 
Countries to which we Export them; 
Where they yield a Price, not only ac- 
cording to the true Value of the Mate- 
rials and Labour, but an Overplus ac- 

cording 
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cording to the Neceſſity and Humour of 
the Buyers: And this adds ro the 
Profit, and encrealcs the Wealth of the 
Kingdom. 

Theſe Manufactures, as they employ 


Multitudes of our people in their Mak- 
ing, ſo alſo in Exporting them, and 


Importing Foreign Materials to be uſed 
with our own, ſuch as Oyl, Dye-ſtuff, 
Silk, Wooll, Cotton, Barillia, and many 
others, which are either Manufactured 


here by themſelves, or workt up with 


our own Product. 

And firſt to begin with Sheep s-Wooll, 
whereof either by it ſelf, or mixt wich 
Silk or Linnen, we make Varieties of 
pretty Things, ſit for all Climates, and 
proper for the Wearing of both Sexes ; 
wherein the Invention and Imitation of 
our Workmen have been ſo great, that 
they have out done all that went before 
them. From a ſtrong Cloth, fit to keep 
out Cold in Winter, they have turn'd 
their hands to a fine thin ſort, which 
will ſcarce keep warm 1n summer: from 
hence they fell on Perpets, Serges, 
Crapes, Stuffs, Szyes, Ratoons, Anthe- 
rines, and many other Things, fit both 
for outward Garments, and inward 


Lining of various Colours, Stripes, 


and Flowers, ſome of them ſo fine and 
pleaſant, 
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is Cotton Wooll, which is now become 


and the POOR. 


pleaſant, as ſcarce to be known from 
Silk: Beſides thoſe Multitudes of coarſer 
Cloths for the Poor; allo Rugs, Blan- 
kets, and all forts of Furniture for Houſes. 
And ſuch a Progreſs have they made in 


theſe Manufactures, that a Man may have. 


his Picture wrought at the Loom, with 
the fame Exactneſs as if drawn with a 
Pencil; one Work- men vyirg to ex- 


cell 219ther, they make Things to an{wer 


all Occaſions 3s. And as for Arras and 


Tapeſtry, I believe it will be allowed, 


that they do not tall ſhort of thoſe from 
whom they firſt had the Art: Add to 
theſe, Hars, Stockins, and many other 
things, which are both worn at home, 


and Ex ported abroad. 


The next material for the Manat Cotten- 


a great Imployment for the Poor, and 
ſo adds to the Wealth of the Kingdom : 3 
This being curicuſly pickt and ſpun, makes 
Dimities, Tapes, Stockings, Gloves, be- 
ſides ſeveral t things Wove fit for ule, as 
Waſtcoats, Pertycoats, and Drawers, of 
different Stripes and Finefles; and I doubt 
not the Workmen would equal ihe Faſt 
Indies for Callicoes, had they Encou- 
ragement; with all which we {upply our 


Plantations and other Foreign Markets, 
beſides 


LT-ooll. 
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beſides what ſerves for our Conſumption 
at Home. 

Hemp and Hemp and Flax are the Grounds for ano- 
lan. ther Manufacture; for tho' Weaving of 
Linnen is not ſo much uſed in South 
Britain, as of Woollen, yet in North Britain 

it is, and may be farther improved, not 

ſo much by Laws to direct the Workmen 

in their making it, as by apt Methods to 
Encourage them; and even in South 
Britain ſeveral Counties are imployed 
thereon, ho not only ſupply themſelves, 

but furniſh thoſe bordering on them, with 

ſuch Cloth as anſwers the ends of 
French Linnens: Beſides which, great 
Quantities of Ticking, of all Fineſſes, 

Incle, Tapes, Sacking, Girtwhip, and 

many other things are made thereof; 

alſo Cordage, Twine, Netts, with Mul- 
titndes of other Manufactures, which 
Imploy the Poor, and bring by their Ex- 

ports Profit to the Nation : ; ande can 

not here omit Sail cloth, wherein we 

have made a wonderful Progreſs in a 

Iittle time, at the Charge and Expence of 
private Stocks, who deſerve to be Eu- 
couraged. 1 

Glaſs. Glaſs is a Manufacture br: vght to ſo 
great a Perfection, that it keeps many of 

our People at Work; and the Materials 
whereof it is made being generally our. 
own, 
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owh, and in themſelves of ſmall Value, 
coſts the Nation little, in compariſon of 
what it formerly did, when we fetcht 


it from Venice; the Noble Plate Glaſſes 


which we now make of all forts, both 
for Houſes and Coaches, do greatly ſet 
forth the Genius of our Workmen; be— 
ſides the various ſorts of Utenſils made for 
common uſe, fit for all the Occaſions of 
a Family, which look almoſt as well as 
Silver, and it would be better for the 
Nation that they were more uſed in its 
ſtead ; alſo the Glaſs for Windows, of 
different Beauties; and Glaſs Bottles; all 
which find a greater Vent both at Home 
and Abroad by their Cheapneſs. 


And as for Earthen Ware, the Pro- Earthen- 


greſs we have made therein is ſuch, as may 
give us Hopes, that Time will bring! it to 
ſuch a Perfection, as to . it not 


2 exceed the Dutch. 


Silk is another Material for a great 


Manufacture; which being brought 


from Abroad Raw, we here Twiſt, 
Dye, and Weave into difterent Good- 
neſſes, both Plain, Striped, and Flowered, 


either by it ſelf, or mixt with Gold and 


Silver; fo Richly Brocaded, that we ex- 
ceed thoſe from whom we at firſt had the 


Art; Beſides great Quaneities of Ribbons. 
Silk 


Mare, 


8 ik, 
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Silk Stockins, and other things, not only 
to ſerve our ſelves, but alſo to Export. 
Diſtilling is an Art ſo exceedingly Im- 
proved, that had it not met with diſ- 
couraging Laws, twould by this time 
have attained to a very great Heigth, 
and brings great Profit to the Nation; 
for next to making ſomething out of 
nothing, is the making ſomething that 
is Valuable out of what would other- 
wiſe be worch nothing; therefore this 
Art ought to have been handled Charily, 
to have been Trained up with a great dea 


of Gentleneſs, and not loaded with Taxes 


in its Infancy, by which means we were 
like to diſcourage it in the Begining ; 
However it hath ſtill bore up under all 
the Weight laid upon It 5 'Twas a preat 
miſtake to appoint Meaſures by Act of 
Parliament to the Diſtillers in their 
Workings; Mens Knowledge encreaſes by 


Obſervation, and this is the Reafon why 


one Age exceeds another in any ſort of 


Miſtery, becauſe they Improve the No- 


tions of thoſe who went before them; 
Therefore confining the Diſtillers to Corn 


only, was an Frror, ('Tis true, other 


Things were allowed to be uſed, but on 


ſuch Terms and Reſtrictions, as were next 
to a Prohibition) who by degrees would 


bavemade Experiments on that themſelves, 
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3 uſing i it with other Mixtures, and thereby 
drawing from it a cleaner Spirit than it 
doth of it ſelf afford, which they might in 
Time haverettified to ſuch aFineneſs, as to 
have encreaſed very much its Uſe ; No 
Kingdom can give more Encouragement 
to Diſtilling than this, whoſe Plantations 
being many, and well Peopled, where 
- thoſe Spirits are ſo neceſſary, and uſeful 
for the Inhabitants, and theſe depending 
- wholly on us for all things, would have 
- cauſed a Conſumption of very great Quan- 


tities, beſides what is uſed in our Navi- 


: 
| gation 3 We have many Materials of our 


own to Work on, ſuch as are, Moloſſes, 


© Cyder, Perry, Barley, and others, all 
which in time they would have Uſed ; 


for as they found their Sales increaſed, 
| they would have made New Eſſays; Ic 
was a very wrong Step, to diſcourage 
| Diſtilling from Moloſſes, Scum, Tilts and 
f Waſh ; an Error the Dutch, nor no Tra- 


ding Nation, would have been guilty of, 
and proceeded from Ill Advice given the 


Parliament, by thoſe, who under pretence 
of advancing Corn, deſigned to diſ- 
| courage Diſtillipg, only offered it by 
that handle they thought it would be beſt 
received in the Houſe ; Trade and Lands 
| go hand in hand as to their Intereſt, if 
| oneFlouriſhes ſo will the other; Incourage 
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Sugar- 
Baking. 


Tobacco, 


Tanning. 


— on TRADE 


Diſtilling, and it will ſpend Hundreds of | 
things now Thrown away. 


Refining of Sugars hath given rmptog- | 1 


ment to our People, and added to their 
Value in Foreign Markets, where we found 
great and profitable Sales, till the Dutch 
and French beat us out, occaſioned by the 
Duty of 2 5. 4 d. per Cent. laid on Muſco- 
vado Sugars, 1 Fac. 2d. to be drawn back at 


Exportation, whereby they were wrought - 


up abroad cheaper then they could be at 
home ; But that Law being now Expired, 
and the Parliament having ſince granted a 
draw back on Refined Sugars when Shipt 
out, hath very much helpt that Manu- 
facture. 

Tobacco alſo bath Imployed o our Poor 
by Cutting and Rowling it, both for a 
home Conſumption, and alſo for Expor- 
tation; but the latter is leſſen' d, as the 
the Places, to which we uſed to export 
it, work it up themſelves. 

_ Tanning of Leather is an Employment 


which deſerves to be encouragd, becauſe 
it furniſhes us with a Commodity, fit to 


be farther Manufactur'd at home, and al- 


fo to be tranſported abroad; I know the 
the Exportation of Leather hath been p 


much oppoſed by the Shoemakers, and 


- others who cut it at home, and repre- 


ſented as attend ed with ill Conſequences, 
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one wherof is the making it dear; but, 


Would it not be of much worſe to con- 
fine and limit that Employment to an In- 


I land Expence ? On the other fide, would 
tit not naturally follow, that when Leather 
riſes to a great Price, the Exportation 


* muſt ceaſe, becauſe Jules will under- 


ſell us? And would it not ſeem an un- 
reaſonable diſcouragement to Trade, if 
Tobacco, Sugar, and the Woollen Manu— 
factures, were debarred from being Ex- 


ported, only becauſe they ſhould be ſold 
cheaper at home? For ſuppoſe the Occa- 
3 — of the Nation could not conſume 
all the Leather that is made, to what a 


Lo Price muſt Hides be reduced, for no 
other Reaſon, but that the Shoemaker 


may get more by their Shoes; *Tis true, 
if they could make out, that thoſe Coun- 
treys muſt then have their Shoes from us, 


© where we now Sell our Leather, l mould 
z be of their Minds; But it muſt needs be 
1 other wiſe, ſeeing Ireland is able to ſupply 
them ; This proceeds from a very narrow 
Spirit, and ſuch as ought not to be En- 
couraged in a Trading Nation ; a good 
Export for Leather, will cauſe a great Im- 
port of Raw-Hides, which will be more 
Advantage to the Nation, then if they 
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were Tann'd in Ireland, and ſent abroad 


Nor can I omit the ſeveral Manufacture 


made of the ſundry Minerals we dig, and 


render malleable, which would be end leſs 
to enumerate, viz. of Tin, Lead, Iron and 


Copper, wherwith we not only furniſh 


enough for our own uſe, but ſupply our 
Plantations, and other Places Abroad, the 


Workmanſhip whereof adds much to their | 


Value; And from the laſt - of theſe we 


have of late made Braſs and Battery; an 


_ Undertaking begun by Private Stocks, and 


carryed on without the help of a Pattent 
forFourteen Years,and I am of Opinion, it 


would be much better for the Nation, if 


good Projections were Rewarded ſome 
other way, and left oper, to be Improved 
by all who were willing to make Experi- 
ments at their own Charge; this in all 
Probability would be a more likely way 


to bring them to perfection, and in leſs 


time, then to tye Men down like the Mo- 
tions of a Clock, to be directed only by 


one Leaden Weight; of this we have a 
late inſtance in the Project of Beech Oyl, © 
for if but one half of the Profit can be 
made thereby, that is ſet forth by the In- 


genious Pattentee, in his Book written on 
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private Stocks would before this time have 
made a greater progreſs therein, than hath 
1d been done by the preſent Undertakers, on 
ls the Joint Stock; and therefore I think it 
1d q would be very proper, where ſuch Pat- 
ſh * tents are Granted, after ſome reaſonable 


2 


t 


1 0 . . — 
time, to enquire into the Proceedings of 


24 
8 


de | the Pattentees, leaſt the Nation be de- 

ir prived of the Advantages it expected to 
receive, by the granting thoſe Pattents. 
There are many other Things which chain er 


may be, and daily are improved among 
tus ; as Clock work, wherein we fell little 
It but Art and Labour, the Materials whereof 
if they are made being but of ſmall Value; 
Watches and Clocks of great Prices being 
d ſold for the Courts of Foreign Princes. 


1 Stated, I make no manner of doubt, but that 


21 


- Paper Mills area Benefit to the Nation, Paper- 


3 


Mlills ; alſo Handicrafts, who ſupply us * 


as they make that Commodity from things A1. 


ol themſelves worth little; ſo are Powder- ne, 
bows, 


with things for our own uſe, which muſt Artificegrs. 


| otherwiſe be had from abroad, and alſo 
with others, which when Exported, are 
more or leſs Profitable, as the Labour of 
* > our People adds to their Value; Things 
being cheaper to us when we pay only 
for the firſt Materials whereof they are 
made, the reſt being Work done at Home, 
is divided amongſt our ſelves ; ſo that 
| C 3 on 
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22 A Diſcourſe on TRADE 3 
M. bod-to on the whole it appears to be the great 
improve Intereſt of this Kingdom to advance its 
Sp Ma nufactures ; and this I humbly conceive 
UYES. 
may be done theſe ſeveral Ways. 
By imple I. By providing Work-Houſes for te 
ing the Poor, and making good Laws, both to 
For. Force and Incourage them to Work; But 
deſigning to ſpeak larger to this in the 
Cloſe of this Tract, I ſhall refer the Reader * 
thereto. | 9 
By freeinz 2. By diſcharging all Cuſtoms payable 
aur Ma- on our Manufactures at their Exportation, 
9 78563 and alſo on the Materials uſed in making 
om, them at their Importation; for as one 
would Encourage the Merchants to ſend 
more abroad, ſo the other would enable 
the Manufacturers to afford them cheaper 
at home; and *tis ſtrange that a Nation, 
whoſe Wealth depends ſo much on its 
Manufactures, and whoſe Intereſt it is to 
out do all others, by underſelling them in 
Foreign Mirkets, ſhould load either with 
Taxes ; but there having been ſomething 
done in this ſince my offering it to the _ 
conſideration of the Parliament in a 
former Diſcourſe, both as to the Woollen _ 
Manufactures Exported, and alſo to Dye 
Stuffs, which hath evidently appeared to be 
an Advantage to our Trade, it may 
be reaſonably hoped, that That Great 
Council of the Nation will make a farther 
8 VV'„;ß = Progreſs 


. n * "Ns : 1 2 K 
SEES, BIS 8 N N a o 
. 3 n * 1 8 Em 8 
e eee es AT ISS EL EET, 5 


4.2 * 
be; 
£ * 1 
& 30 5 
N 1 
3 
1 
. = pat 
4 
e 
2 
1 
2 3 
53 
93 
85 x 
WE” \-- 
I 
» 5.29.4 
: $0 
3 
5 2 
— 
1 
1 
9 
* * 
» 1-2 
FE 
22 
n pred 
3 
» £8 
p53 
"7 
75 
73 
225 
1 
© 
7 
* 
1 
1 
4 
2 5 . 
1% 
4 
2 
5 
E Ly 
1 
FS» 
22 
1 


and the POOR, 

Progreſs therein, when it ſhall come 
regularly before them; becauſe the Ex- 
portation of all our Manufactures ought 
to be Encouraged, and not receive a check 
by any Modus of Raiſing Mony, that fo 
they may be rendred abroad on: ſuch 
Terms, as no other Nation may underſell 
us ; This whole Kingdom being as one 
great Work-houſe, wherein if we keep 
our Poor imployed, they will advance the 
Value of our Lands, but if we do not, 
they will become a Load upon them. 


And here I cannot but mention that of L wood. 


Logwood, a Commodity much uſed in 


Dying, which pays Five Pounds per Tun 
Cuſtom when Imported, and draws back 


Three Pounds Fifteen Shillings when 
Shipt out again, by which means the Dy- 
ers in Holland uſe it ſo much cheaper then 


ours do here; Now if it was Imported 


Cuſtom Free, and paid Twenty Five Shil- 
lings per Tun at its Exportation,the Dyers 
there would uſe it ſo much dearer than 
ours; And I think it would be well worth 
Inquiry, whether a Prohibition, either 
Total or in Part, of Shipping out our 
Manufactures thither, and to the Northern 


Kingdoms, undy'd and andreſt, might not 


be made, I am ſure it would be a great 
Advantage to this Kingdom if it could be 


done without running into greater Incon- 
Ca veniences z 
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veniencies; The Dutch diſcourage their 
being brought in Dyed or Dreſt, that they 
may thereby give Imployment' to their 
own People, and encreaſe their Navigati- 
on by the Conſumption of Dye- Stuff; 
the ſame Reaſon ſhould prevail with us 
to Dye and Dreſs them at home ; Bue 
this requires the due Conſideration of a 
Committee of Trade, to hear what may 
be ſaid both for and againſt it, before it 
be offered to the Parliament. 


By not in- 3. By diſcouraging the Importation of 
porting Commodities already Manufactured (un- 


leſs purchaſed by our own, or by our Pro- 
duct) ſuch as wrought Silks, Callicoes, 

434 Glaſs &c., and encouraging che 
bringing in the Materials whereof they 
are made,to bewrought up here; by which 
means more Ships will be Freighted, 

and more Sailors imployed, beſſ 45 the 
great ad vantage to the Nation in the Bal- 
lance of its Trade, which muſt be retur- 
ned in Bullion, as thoſe Coſt leſs abroad 
than the other; And this will enable us to 
afford a greater Conſumption of Foreign 
Commodities to pleaſe our Palates, ſuch 
as Wine, Fruit, and the like, all which 
fill our Ships, and are fit Subjects for 
Trade, when they are purchaſed by our 
Produd and eee and that Prof 
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Profit of our Trade will enable the Nation 
to bear the Expence. 


4. By freeing the Manufactures from p, freeing 
burthenſom Exciſes, which do much our Manu- 
diſcourage ſmall Stocks, who are not able {*#we- 


to carry on their Trades, and make Pro- 
viſion for ſuch great Payments, beſides. 
the ſwarms of Officers, to whom we lay 
open the Houſes of thoſe Men, who 
deſerve all the Encouragement we can give 


them, and ought to have things made as 


eaſy to them as may be; had they been 
laid on our Woollen ManufaQtures, as was 
once haſtily propoſed, we might have 
repented it at Leiſure 3 Trade ought to 
be handled gently, we may tax the Tra- 


der, without medling with his Trade; and 


he that conſiders the expence of this Na- 
tionat Five Pounds per Head (accounting 
only Eight Millions of People) comes to 
Forty Millions per Annum, and the Lands 
only to Twelve or Thirteen, which 1s 
more than they can be computed at by the 


Act of Four Shillings in the Pound, may 


ſee how much we are beholding to Trade. 


5. By ſecuring the Merchants in their 9724-1; 


our Fore: gn 


Trades, who export our Product and 74 
Manufactures, and making their Buſineſs, /afe and 


in relation to the Payment of their %. 
Cuſtoms, as eaſy to them as may be; To 


this end goodConvoys ſhould be provided 


In 


Fs 
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in time of War, and good Cruſers main- 


taĩned to preſerve their Ships, it being 


Cuſtoms. 


certain, that whatever is diminiſhed out 


of the Merchants Stocks, doth ſo far diſable 


them in their Trades, and conſequently 
leſſen their Exports; great care ſhould be 
taken that the fair Merchants ſhould have 
the Modus of their entries at Cuſtom - Houſe 


made as eaſy to them as might be, and a 


due attendance given at the Loading and 
diſcharging their Goods when the Cuſtoms 
are paid, ſo that they may be diſpatcht 
without Delay, and no unneceſſary Re- 


moras put in their way, the loſs of one 


Courts of 


NMler- 
obAnt,g. 


Tide being many times the overthrow of 
a Voyage; Courts of Merchants ſhould 
be erected for the ſpeedy deciding all 
differences relating to Sea-Aﬀairs, which 
are better ended by thoſe who underſtand 


them, then they are in Weſtminſter- Hall, 


where all things are tried by the nice 
Rules of Law, and therefore after much 
Attendance and Expence, are often refer- 
red by the Judges to ſuch as are converſant 
in Trade; By this means the Merchants 


would ſee ſhort ends to their differences; 


but no general Rules can be given for 
theſe Courts, which muſt be ſettled, as 
they ſuit the conveniencies of Trading 


Cities, 
6. By 
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6. By rendring the Bank of England 


believe the Members of that Corporation 
will oppoſe, when it (hall manifeſtly 
appear, not only to be the Intereſt of the 
Nation in General, bur alſo tkeir own. 


And I humbly conceive that it may be ſo 


directed, that every Subject in his particu- 


lar Station, may receive a Benefit by it. 


Eaſe, Profit, and Security, will keep a 


Bank always full of Money, the firſt of 
which was formerly anſwered by the pri- 


vate Bankers, who received and paid out 


Money in the ſame manner that the Bank 
now does, and their Notesgenerallywereas 
current : But being founded on their own 


Credits, great Loſſes often hapned, which 


gave Shocks to Trade; tis true, this 
Miſchief is now guarded againſt, by the 
Fund which the Bank of Exzgland hath in 


"7 


By ma- 


k | king the 
more applicable to the Incouragement of 34 _—_ 


our Trade then now it is, which I cannot cf 


the hands of the Government, yet Wid- Widows 


dows, Orphans, and others out of Trade, 
are not provided for z which might be 
done, if the Bank did take in what Money 
might be tendred to them, for ſuch People 
who are not able to manage it themſelves, 
and to allow an Intereſt of per Cent 
per Aunum, whilſt it continued in their 
Hands; which tho” it may be below the 


common Rate, yet by reaſon of the 
: T ſecurity, 


and 


Orphans. 
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ſecurity, and readineſs of Payment, would 
| be preferable to a greater, attended with 
Hazard and Uncertainties ; By this means 
none of the Money of the Nation would 
lye dead and uſeleſs; And on the other 
hand, the Bank might have liberty to lend 
any Sums at the legal Intereſt,on this con- 
dition, that the Borrower may repay It 
by ſuch Parts as he can ſpare it, and be 
diſcharged of the Intereſt of what he ſo 
pays in, from the time of its Payment, and _ 
from thence forward be chargeable with _ 
no more, than doth ariſe from the Money 
that remains unpaid. 
Remittaye Nor is there ſuch a ſafe and ſettled 
ers Courſe of Remittances 105 place to place 
as Trade and the other Occaſions of the 
Nation do require; Men often times pay- 
ing their Money for Bills which are not 
punctnally diſc harged, and ſometimes ne- 
ver, though they give a Premio to the 
Drawer, which obliges the Travelling 
with ſo much Money, and gives Encou- 
ragement to Robbers: But this alſo might 
be prevented, if the Bank of England 
(that is now ſettled in London) did ap- 
point Chambers in other Places of the : 
Kingdom, at ſuch Diſtances, as might beſt _ 
ſuit the Occaſions of the Country, and q 
that their Notes given out for Money, g 


either at London, or in any one of thoſe 
Cham- 
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and the POOR. . 

Chambers ſhould be demandable in any 
other; or by drawing Bills at one Cham- 
ber payable 1n another, the Receiver al- 


lowing for ſuch Returns after the Rate 
of per Cent. inthe Chamber where he 


receives the Money. 
If the Bank was thus regulated, the 


Nation would ſoon ſee its good Effects; 


Truſtees might place out Orphan's Money 


with good Security, and Widows and 


others, whoſe Maintenance depends on 


their Intereſt, would have it duly paid to 
anſwer their Occaſions : z the whole Caſh 
of the Kingdom would be in a continual 
Circulation, and not lye dead, as too 


much of it now does; the Gentry. and- 


Traders, who are obliged on many Oc- 
caſions to take up great Sums at Intereſt, 


would have it made eaſy to them, when 


they might pay it in by ſuch Parts, as 
they could conveniently ſpare it; and on 
the other hand, it would be no Inconveni- 


ence to the Bank to receive it, which will 


by this means never want Borrowers, and 
their Notes paſſing in Payment, will cir- 


culate inſtead of Money. 
Theſe Methods will prevent many 


Cheats and Loſſes, which are often occa- 


fion'd by fraudulent and inſufficient Draw- 


ers, and abate the exceſſive Premio's which 


are demanded by Remitters, when they can 
take 
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take Ad vantages of Men's Neceſſities; and 
the Taxes receiv'd in the Country might be 
quicker and ſafer paid into the Freaſury. 
And if the Bank was likewiſe extended to 
Ireland, it would be an Advantage to 
both Kingdoms, which I ſhall ſpeak far- 
ther to, when I come to diſcourſe of the 
Trade we drive to that Kingdom. | 

7. By increaſing the Silver Coin of this 


By Increa- Kingdom, which are the Tools wherewith 


fing the 


Si ver 
Coin. 


the Trader works: It may at firſt ſeem 
ſtrange, that our Silver Coin ſnould grow 
ſcarcer, at a time when we are at Peace 
with all Nations, our Trade open, and 
vaſt Quantities of Bullion yearly import- 
ed; but he that conſiders how much 
thereof is carry'd away to the Eaſt Indies, 
and how little Encouragement the Im- 
porter hath to ſend it to the Mint, when 
he can ſell it for more to export, then 
twill come to when Coined, will ceaſe to 


wonder ; and except ſome Care be taken 


in this matter, we ſhall ſoon be reduced 
to ſuch Streights, that the Manufacturers 


muſt ſtand ſtill : For though Gold may 


ſerve for large Payments, yet it can't an- 
{wer the Occafions of the Manufacturers, 
who are to make their Payments among 
the Poor. | 5 1 


* 4 +. 3 
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Now if theſe or ſuch like Methods were 
made uſe of, they might very much en- 
creaſe our Silver Coin; as 

1. Let the Eaſt· India Company be li- 
mited in the quantity of Bullion they 
ſhall Ship out Yearly, whether the Num- 
ber of Ships they ſend be few or many 
and Jet them be obliged to carry to the 
Mint ſuch a ſuitable Proportion according 
to what they ſend away, as to the Wiſdom 
of the Parliament ſhall ſeem meet. 

2. Let Incouragement be given to all 
Perſons, who ſhall Voluntarily bring 
Plate or Bullion to be Corned. | 
3. Let the Plate of Orphans be brought 
into the Mint, which will tend to their 
Advantage as well as to the Nations, 


whereas now great Quantities lye dead, 


and grow out of Faſhion before they 
come to uſe it, which will by this means, 
be turned into ready Money, and being 


put into the Bank, the Intereſt thereof 
may be Imployed for their better Main- 


tenance, and the Trade of the Nation 
will alſo receive a Benefit thereby: If it 


be objected, that tis now Sold to Gold- 


ſmiths, I think this makes the Argument 


for ſending it to the Mint much ſtronger, 


becauſe it is much better that it were turned 
into the Coin of the Kingdom, then diſ- 
poſed of it any other way. | 

As 
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As for Gold, there is no need to give 
Encouragement to bring it to the Mint, 
tis only a Commodity, and not the Stan- 
dard, as Silver is; beſides, tis generally 
worth more here than in any other Coun- 
try ; and 'tis apparent from the great Quan- 
tity thereof which is Coined yearly more 


than of Silver, that it is every ones Inte- 


reſt to ſend it thither. 
By Diſcou- 8. By diſcouraging Stock- jobbing; This 
raging hath been the Bane of many good Deſigns, 
8 which began well, and might have been 
carry'd on to Advantage, if the Promo- 
ters had not fallen off by ſelling their 
Parts, and lighted the firſt Deſign, win- 
ding themſelves out with Advantage, 
and leaving the Management to thoſe they 
had decoy'd in, who underſtood nothing 
of the Buſineſs, whereby all fell to the 
Ground ; which may be prevented (1 
mean, ſo far as concerns Incorporated 
Stocks) by Laws framed for that end, or 

by Clauſes in their Charters. 

By preven- 9. By ſtrengthening the Laws againſt the 
eing the Exportation of Wool, by ſuch Practicable 
— Methods as may prevent its being done: 
For ſeeing the Nations Intereſt doth ſo 
much depend thereon, no Care can be too 
great, nor Methods laid too deep: Laws 
concerning Trade, whoſe ſole Strength 


are Penalties, rarely reach the thing aim- 
| ed 
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ed at; but Practicable Methods, where- 

one thing may anſwer another, and 
all conſpire to carry on the ſame Deſign, 
hanging like ſo many Links in a Chain, 
that you cannot reach the one, without 
ſtepping over the other, theſe are more 
likely to prevent Miſchiefs : Tis one 
thing to puniſh People when a Fact is 
committed, and another to prevent their 
doing it, by putting them as it were 
under an Inability; Now where the 
Welfare of the Kingdom lies ſo much at 
Stake, certainly it cannot be thought 
2 grievous to compel ſubmiſſion to good 
Methods, tho they may ſeem troublelome 
at firſt. 

And that we may the better perceive 23. 1 
the Miſchiefs -that attend the carry ing Conſequen- 
abroad of Wool unwrought to other ce, ſpis- 
Nations, let us conſider the conſequences 739% ow 
thereof in what is Shipr to France; 

: whoſe Wool being very coarſe, and fit 
only for Rugs and Blankets, and ſuch 
ordinary Cloath, is by mixture with ours 
and Triſh, uſed in the making of many 
ſorts of Stuffs and Druggets, whereby the 
Sales of our Woollen Manufactures are 
leſſened, both there, and in other places 
| whither we Export them ; and by this 
means, every Pack of Wool ſent thither, 


works up two beſides it ſeif, being chiefly 
L Combed, 
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Combed,and combing Wool, which makes 
Woof for the French Wool, and the Pi- 
nions thereof ſerve with. their Linnen | * 
to make coarſe Druggets, like our Linſey- 
Woolley, but the Linnen being Spun Fine, 
and Coloured, is not eaſily diſcerned ; 
alſo our Fineſt Shore Wool, being 
mixt with the loweſt Spaniſh, makes 
a middling ſort of Broad-Cloth, and 
being Woven on Worſted Chains, makes 
their beſt Druggets, neither of which 

could be done with the French Wool 
only, unleſs in conjunction with ours or 
Iriſh, Spaniſh Wool being too fine and too 
Short for Worſted Stufts, and unfit for 
Combing , ſo that without one of thoſe 
two Sorts, there cannot be a Piece of 
Worſted Stuff or middle Broad-Cloth * 
made; no other Wool but Ermglih or 
Iriſo will mix well with Spaniſb for Cloth, 
being originally Raiſed from a Stock of 
Engliſh Sheep, the difference, ariſing from 
the Nature of the Land whereon they are 

[ Fed ; of this we have experience in our 

# own Nation, where we find, that Len- 

4t ſter Wool is the fineſt, next, part of 

Shropſhire and Staffordſhire, part of Glo- 

ceſterſhire, Wilts, Dorſet and Hampſhire, © 

part of Suſſex, Kent, Somerſet, Devon, 
and Cornwall, theſe are proper chiefly for 

Cloth, ſome part for Worſted ; Suſſex, 
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3 Surry, Middleſex, Hartfordſhire, and ſome 
q other Counties, produce Wool much 


| 2 coarſer and cheaper; But then Berkſhire, 


* Buckingham, Warwick, Oxon, Leiceſter, 
Nottingham, Northampton, Lincoln, and 
part of Kent called Kumney Marſh, the 
Wool in moſt of theſe Counties is ſo 
proper for Worſted, that all the World 
Hens Ireland) cannot compare with it, 
therefore requires our greater care to pre- 
vent its Exportation; and more particu- 
lay from Ireland, whence it is exported 
to our Neighbouring Nations, and ſold 


cheap. 


As for the Wool of North- Britain, 1 


am not ſufficiently verſt therein, to give a 
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true Account of the Nature of it. 

| know many Methods have been thought 
| of to prevent this pernicious Miſchief, 
but all the Laws I have yet ſeen, ſeem to 


: reach but half way, they depend too much 


on Force and Penalties, and too little on 
Method; we mult begin deeper, and 
ſecure the Wool from the time of its 
Growing, till 'tis wrought up into Manu- 
factures, and I think nothing leſs than a 
1 Regiſter, to be kept in every County, 
will do it. 


Nor will This be attended with ſo much 


I Trouble and Charge to the Nation in 
General, or to pri vate Perſons in parti- 


D 2 cular, 


Methods 
to prevent 
the Expor- 
tation of 


Volt, 
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cular, as may at firſt be Thought: The 
time of Sheering being but once a Year, | 
thoſe who. keep Sheep, may give notice 
to the Officer appointed for that Diſtrict, | 
of the Number of Sheep they have to 
Sheer, and the day whereon they intend 
to do it, that ſo he may be preſent to ſee 
the Fleeces Weighed, and to charge them 
therewith ; which charge muſt remain upon 
them till they fell their Wool, and give 
notice thereof to the Office, when the 
next Buyer muſt be charged, and fo foties 
quoties, till it comes into the hands of | 
him that works it up; And all this may 
be done by the Officers of the Excite, in 
ſuch a manner, as may coſt the Nation 
little. 

And to prevent Frauds, let no Parcel 
of Wool above ſuch a Weight as the 
Parliament ſhall think fit, be carried from 
place to place, but in the Day time, nor 
without a Letpaſs, or Cocket, ſetting 
forth from whence it came, and whither 
it is going ; and the ſame Method muſt 
alſo be extended to Ireland, till it is either 
uſed there, or Shipt hither; And if the 
Wool or voth Kingdoms by theſe or any 
Other Methods could be ſecured from being 
carried abroad, our Manufactures would 
find a furer Vent in Foreign Markets, nd 
yield better Prices: And the Wool of 

France 
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France would lve on their Hands, and 
become almoſt uteleſs ; the Credit of the 
Nation would be raiſed, and our Factories 
abroad courted as much as formerly they 
have been, becauſe the Manufactures we 


Ship out are ſuch, as no Nation can be 


without, nor can they then be well (up- 
plyed elſewhere ; they are not things on- 
ly for Pleaſure, but for Uſe, and both the 
Rich and the Poor ſtand in need of them ; 


. whilſt the Profit of this pernicious 


Practice of Shipping out the Wool, is 
ſunk in the Pockets of private Men, 
who former Laws accounted Felons, 
and cannot be thought to deſerve any 
favour from the Nation. 

Beſides, tis well known, that the Ex- 
porting our Wool hath by the ill Conſe- 
quences thereof abated its Price at Home; 
This hath been obſerved by Ca'culations 
made by conſiderate Men; and the Reaſon 
is, becauſe thoſe Countreys whither it is 


Shipt, being thereby enabled to Work 
up much larger Quantities of their own, 


the Sale of our Manufactures have grown 
ſhack abroad, and we have been forced to 
Sell them cheaper, which beat down the 
Prices both of Wool and Labour ; where- 
as, if we had kept our Wool at Home, 


This had been prevented; And it muſt. 


be allowed, that it was not our Intereſt to 
D 3 fall 


* 
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fall our Manufactures, if we had been 
the only Sellers; for according as they 
yield in Price, ſo is the Wealth of the 
Nation advanced, which our Forefathers 
well knew, when they made Laws to 
prohibit the Exportation of Wool, which 
cannot be too much ſtrengthned,or ſtrong- 
ly put in Execution. 
By mana- 10. By taking Care, that in all Treaties 
Zing Trea- of Peace, and other Negotiations with 
Pesce % Foreign Princes, due regard be had to our 
tbe Ad- Trade and ManufaCtures ; That our 
vantage Merchants be well treated by the Govern- 
Lade. ments where they reſide ; That all things 
be made eaſy to them, and both their 
Liberties and Properties ſecured ; That 
our ManufaQures be not Prohibited, or 
Burchened with unreaſonable Taxes, 
which is the ſame in Effect; That ſpeedy 


Juſtice be done in recovering Debts con- 


tracted amongſt the Natives, and puniſh- 
ing Abuſes put on our Factories by them; 
Theſe are preſſures our Trade hath for- 
merly groaned under, whereby the Mer- 
chants abroad, and Manufacturers at home, 
have been much diſcouraged, and the 
Engliſh Nation hath been forced to truckle 
under the French in ſome Foreign Parts, 
only becauſe that King ſooner reſented 


Injuries done to his Trading Subjects, 


and took more care to demand Repara- 
4 5 ' „„ N . ne tion 
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tation, than ſome former Reigns have 


done; But Thanks be to God, we have 
both Power and Opportunity to do the 
ſame; and there is no cauſe to doubt Bis 
Majeſties Royal Inclinations, to make uſe 
ot Both for the Good of his Merchants, 
when things are duly repreſented to 
Him. 


And thus I have run through the ſeve- Neviga- 


39 


ral Parts of our Inland Trade, and n. 


ſhewed, that the Profit thereof ariſes 
chietly from our Product and Manu- 
factures 3 Before I proceed to our Foreign 


Trade, I hall ſpeak ſomething of Navi- 


gation, which is the Medium between 
both: This is carried on by Ships and 


Sailors, the former are the Sea-Waggons, 


whereby we Tranſport and carry Com- 
modities from one Market to another, 
and the latter are the Waggoners who 
drive and manage them ; Theſe are a ſort 


of Jolly Fellows, who are generally Bold 


in their Undertakings, and go through 
any Kind of Labour in their own way, 
with a great deal of Cheerfulneſs, are 
undaunted by Storms and Tempeſts, the 


Sea being as it were their Element, and 
are allow'd by all to be the beſt Naviga- 
tors in the World; they are our Wealth 


in Peace, and our Defence in War, and 
ought to be more encouraged then they 
D 4 are 
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are in both, but eſpecially in the latter, 


which might be done, if better Methods |: 


were uſed to engage them in the Service, 

and better Freatment when they are 
Maming there; Now I ſhould think, if no Man 
eur $9595 was forced into the Kings $hips till he 
fes. had been Three Years at Sea, nor to ſtay 
there above that time without his free Con- 

ſent, and then to be permitted to take a 
Merchants Imployment ſo much longer, 

and fo toties quoties, would Encou- 

rage them to come willingly into the 
Service, which they look upon now to 

to be a Slavery, whereto they are bound 

for their Lives; This, and the manner of 
Preſſing them, hinders very much the 
making of Sailors, Landmen not caring 


to put their hands to the Oar, leſt the 3 


next Day they ſhould be halled away to 
the Fleet, tho they underſtand nothing 
Of the Sea; By this means our Men of 
War would be Man'd with able Seamen, 
and not with ſuch who only ſtand in the 
way, and are uſeleſs, when they are moſt 
wanted ; Nor do take Embargoes to be 
any helps towards it, for many Sailors do 
then lye hid, who would appear to ſerve 
in Merchant Ships, and might be eaſily 
met with at the return of their Voyages; 
By | theſe means in a ſhort time there would 


be 
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„be double ſet of Mariners, enou gh both 
5s |: forthe Service of the Fleet and of Trade. | 
I the laſt of which would every Year breed 
e more. 

n This would alſo prevent great Miſcheifs, 
6 which ariſe from preſſing Sailors out of 
„Merchants Ships whilſt on their Voyages, 
many of them being thereby loſt at Sea, 
and others have been detained in the 
Meſt-Indies, to the diſcouragement of 


Trade; And it would alſo prevent an 
other Miſchief, too much Prad iced abroad, 
where Captains of Men of War preſs 
Sailors from one Merchant Ship, only to 


| make ad vantage by Selling them to ano- 

ther. 

'Y I come now to our Outland Trade, or ould 
the Trade we drive with Foreign Coun- Trade. 
1 fries, . ; 

: Here tis neceſſary to enquire, how each nw tt; 


| - doth encourage our Product and Mani. Kn 
factures, how our Navigation, wha 2 35 
Commodities we receive in Returns, and ;,.;-,*7 
how the Ballance of our Trade ſtands l 
| | with either, that ſo we may be the better — 
adꝛulle to know, which of them we ought ſo > 
encourage, and which to diſcourage; 
ſhall therefore lay down ſuch dns 
Rules, as I preſume will be allowed by all 


4 Unbiaſſed Perſons ; as, 


I, That 
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A Diſcourſe m TRADE 


I. That Trade is an Advantage to this 
Kingdom, which takes off our Product 
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2. Which ſuppligs us with ſuch Com- 
modities as we uſe in making our Manu- 
factures, and encreaſes our Bullion. 
3. Which Incourages Navigation, and 
breeds up Sailors. | 
And conſequently, any Trade which 
Exports little or none of our Product or 
Manufactures, nor ſupplies us with things 
neceſſary for the latter, nor Incourages 
Navigation, cannot be ſuppoſed to be pro- 
fitable to the Kingdom in General, tho 
perhaps it may be ſo to particular Perſons; 1 
eſpecially if it carries away our Bullion. 
I ſhall begin with the Eaſt India 
Trade, which I take to be very prejudi- 
cial to us, as tis now driven; becauſe it 
exports our Bullion, ſpends little of our 
Product or Manufactures, and brings in 
Commodities perfectly Manufactured, 
which hinder the Conſumption of out 
own, and diſcourage the Wearing ſuch 
as are purchaſed with them ; the chief 
Profit thereof ariſing from Underſelling 
the Labour of our Poor, becauſe tis 
bought there cheaper, than by reaſon of 
the Value of our Lands, and the Prices 
of Proviſions, they are able to work 
here. But having ſpoken fully of this 
in 
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aud the POOR. 
in a former Diſcourſe, and the Parlia- 
ment having ſince deen pleaſed, by an Act 
made in the 1oth and 11th Years of his 
late Majeſty King William, to prohibit 
the Wearing of wrought Silks, Bengals, 
Stuffs mixt With Silk or Herba, of the 
Manufacture of Per/ia, China, and India, 
and all Callicoes Painted, Dy'd, Printed 
or Stained there. The Reaſon of which 
is in the ſaid Act ſet forth to be, The 


great Detriment the Nation received as 


the Trade was then manag'd, by exhauſt- 
ing the Treaſure thereof, and taking 
away the Labour of the People, where- 
by very many of the Manufacturers were 
become exceſſively burthenſome and 
chargeable to their reſpective Pariſhes, 
and others compel! 'd to ſeek for Employ- 


ment in Foreign Parts, I ſhall not now 


repeat what I then wrote, but will con- 


ider how far the Remedy they then pro- 


vided hath anſwer'd the End. 

The making this Law gave a new Life 
to our Manufactures, and would have 
given more, if the true Intent of the 
Parliament had been anſwered : But we 
have fince found that it has not; for it 
neither keeps our Treaſure at home, nor 
prevents thoſe Commodities from being 
worn here, which they deſign'd it ſhould; 


and I very much queſtion, whether any 


thing 
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thing leſs than a total Prohibition of their 


Importation will do it; for though they 


are directed to be Exported again, yet 
there is great Reaſon to belicve, that 
they are privately brought back, both 
from Jreland, our Plantations, and other 


Places to which they are ſear, to the Loſs 


of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms, and the Pre- 


judice of the Stainers and Painters here, 


beſides the Injury to our Manutactures: 
Otherwiſe, how come ſuch great Quanti- 


ties to be worn and ùſed here, when the 


Stock on hand hath been 0 long ſince 


ſpent? 


There are other Commodities, which 


the Company may trade on, and the Tract 


of Land within their Charter is large 
enough to afford an ad vantagious Com- 
merce there, the Profits whereof might 
be returned hicher, in things no way 
injurious to our Manufactures, ſuch as 
Raw- Silk, Indigo, Pepper, Salt- Peter, 
Spices, Drugs, China- Wares, Coffee, Tea, 
and many other things, if they were in- 
duſtrious to make Diſcoveries, as pri vate 
Merchants would do, if the Trade lay 
open; and 1 believe; it will not be diſ- 
puted, that greater Quantities of Raw- 
Silk, have been brought thence ſince the 

aking of that Law, than were uſed to 
be done before. 5 
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I know it bath been alleadg d, That by 
the Exportation of thoſe Manufactures 
again, more Bullion in ſpecie is brought 
into this Kingdom, than 1s carry'd out 
for the buying them in India; but this 
was never yet made out, and it would be 
much to the Satisfaction of the People, 
who daily ſee their Bullion carried away, 
and alſo for the Honour of the Compa- 
ny, that it was done; which if it be re- 
ally fo, might be ſet forth in this, or any 
other Merhod that the Parliament ſhall 
think fit. 

1. Let them give an Account what 
Quantities of Bullion they export on 
every Ship they ſend abroad, and on 
what Commodities tis laid out. 

2. Let them ſer forth, how and 
in what manner, theſe prohibited Manu- 
factures do, on their being Exported 
again, bring i in as much Bullion in ſpecze, 
as was Carry'd out to pay for them in the 


Indies. | 
And I think it a proper Work for a 


Committee of Trade, to receive theſe 
Acccunts trom time to time, and after a 


juſt Examination, to lay them before the 


Parliament at every Meeting, with their 
Opinions thereon. 


But 
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A Diſcourſe on TRADE. 
But if they only mean, that the Ex- 
rtation of thoſe Manufactures is a help 

to us in the Ballance of our Trade, which 

muſt otherwiſe be paid in Bullion, I 

anſwer, That our own Product and Ma- 

nufactures always have, and are till ſuf- 
ficient to ſupport the Ballance of our 

Trade. 
As for White Callicoes and Muſlins, 

they have beat out che Wearing of Lawns, 

Cambricks, and other thin Germany and 


Sileſta Linnens, which hath been the Oc- 


caſion of turning many of thoſe Looms to 
the WoollenManufactures there, that were 
formerly employ d in the weaving them, 
and hath abated the Exportation of great 
Quantities of Cloth; Beſides the Hinder- 
ance Callicoes give to the Conſumption of 
Scots-Linnens, which being thin and ſoft, 


are as proper for dying, printing, and ſtain- 


ing, as they are, and may be made as white, 

The Faſt Indies is a bottomleſs Pit for 
our Bullion, which can never circulate 
hicher again; whereas, if it was ſent to 


any Part of Europe, there might be ſome 


hopes, by the Ballance of onr Trade, to 
bring it back again; and when our Bullion 
fails, that Trade muſt ceaſe of courſe, 
which it will ſoon do, if the Company 
continue to carry out yearly as much 


as our other Trades bring us in. 
I 
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Il wiſh the Nobility and Gentry of this 
Kingdom would be in Love with our own 
Manufactures, and thoſe which are pur- 
chaſed with them, and that they would 
by their Examples encourage the uſing 
them, which would be attended with the 
4 Prayers of the Poor, beſides the Advantage 
it would bring to their Eſtates. 
And as to Navigation, I think it will 
not be diſputed, that long Voyages ra- 
ther uſe Saylors than make them, both 
the Employers, and the Employed, chu- 
ſing rather to make their firſt Experiments 
on ſhort ones. 
|} I will next proceed to the W 92 India Werl, 
and African Trades, which I eſteem the Af 
moſt profitable we drive, and joyn them 
together, becauſe of their dependance on 
4 each other. | 
2? But before I enter farther thereon, 1 nmether 
will conſider of one Objection, it having Settling of 
deen a great Queſtion among many e 
thougghtful Men, whether the ſettling our been an 
Plantations Abroad has been an Advan- Advan- 
tage to the Nation; The Reaſons they “““ 
give againſt them are, That they have 
drained us of Multitudes of our People, 
who might have been ferviceable at Home, 
and advanced Improvements in Husban- 
dry and Manufactures; That this King- 
dom is worſe Peopled, by ſo much as 

they 
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A Diſcourſe n TRADE 


they are increaſed; And that Inhabitants 
being the Wealth of a Nation, by how 
much they are leſſened, by ſo much we 


are Poorer, than when we firſt began to 
{ettle thoſe Colonies. | 

To all which I anſwer ; That tho' I 
allow the laſt Propoſition to be true, that 
People are the Wealth of a Nation, yet 
it can only be ſo, where we find Imploy- 
ment for them, otherwiſe they muſt be 
a Burthen to it: Tis my Opinion that 


our Plantations are an Advantage to 


this Kingdom, tho' not all alike, but 


every one more or leſs, as they take off 
our Product and Manufactures, ſupply 


us withCommodities, which may be either 
wrought up here, or exported again, 
or prevent fetching things of the ſame 
Nature from other Places for our Home- 
Conſumption, empioy our Poor, and 
encourage our Navigarion ; For I take 
this Kingdom, and all its Fiantations, to 
be one Great Body, thoſe being as ſo 
many Limbs or Counties belonging to it; 


therefore when we conſurne their Growth, 


we do as it were ſpend the Fruits of oar 


own Land; and what thereof we Sell to 


our Neighbours, brings a fecond Profit to 

the Nation. 3 
Theſe Plantations are either the great 
Continent from tiudſons- Bay Northward 
| to 


and the POOR. 

to Florida Southward, containiaz Nowa 
Scotia, New-Fngland, New-Jarſy, New- 
York, Penſiloania, Virgina, Mary Land, 
Carolina ; and alſo our Iſlands, the Chief 
2 whereof are, Newfoundland, Barbadoes, 
Antegoa, Nevis, St. Chriſtophers, Montſerat, 
and Jamaica; the Commodities they at- 
ford us are more eſpecially, Sugars, Cotton, 
Tobacco, Piamento and Fuſtick, of their 
7 own Growth ; alſo Logwood, which 
wie bring from Jamaica (but firſt brought 
thither from the Bay of Cammpechia on the 
Continent of Mexico, belonging to the 
Spaniards, but cut by the Subjects of 
this Kingdom, who have made ſmall 
ſettlements there) beſides great Quantities 
3 of Fiſh taken on the Coaſts, both of 
Newfoundland and Nem England; Theſe 
being the Product of Earth, Sea, and La- 
bour, are clear Profit to the Kingdom, and 
give a double Employment to our People, 
firſt to thoſe who raile them there, next 
to thoſe who prepare Manufackures here, 
wherewith they are ſupplied, beſides the 
Ad vantage they afford to our Navigation; 
for the Commodities Exported thither, 
and thoſe Imported thence hither, being 
generally Bulky, do thereby Imploy more 
Ships, and conſequently more Sailors, 
which leaves more Room for otber La- 


bouring People to be kept at Work in our 
| Husbandry 


A Diſcourſem I Rave 
Husbandry and Manufactures, whilſt they 
conſume the Product of the one, and the 
Effects of the other, in an Imployment 
of a diſtin Nature from either. 

This was the firſt Defign of ſettling 
Plantations Abroad, that we might better 
maintain a Commerce and Trade among 
our ſelves, the Profit whereof might | 
redound to the Center: And therefore 
Laws were made to prevent the carrying 


their Product to other Places, and their | 


being ſupply'd with Neceffaries ſave from 
hence only, and both to be done 1n our | : 
own Ships, Navigated by our own Sailors, 
except in ſome Caſes permitted by the Act 
of Navigation; and ſo much as the |? 
Reins of thoſe Laws are let looſe, ſo | ! 
much leſs Profitable are the Plantations to | } 
Us. = | 


Among theſe Plantations, I look upon 
New-Ezgland to bring the leaſt Advantage 
to this Kingdom; for the Inhabitants | 
thereof, Employing themſelves rather by | ? 
Trading to the others, then raifing a ? 
Product proper to be Tranſported hither, ? 


and ſupplying them (eſpecially the ]/ands) 3 


with Fiſh (which they catch on their 
Coaſt) Deal-Boards, Pipe-Staves, Horſes, * 
and ſuch like things of their own Growth, 
which they cannot be ſo well Furniſhed 3 
with hence, alſo with Bread, Flower, ? 
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Peaſe, and other Grain; and from thence 


them to Foreign Markets, to the great 


Prejudice of this Kingdom; But to prevent 
this, they have been by ſundry Laws obli- 
2 ged to bzing themall hither, except what is 
2 conſumed among themſelves ; 3 By which 
means chis Kingdom is become the Center of 
Trade, andſtandinglike theSunin the midſt 
of its Plantations, doth not only refreſh 


them, but alſo draws Profit from them; 


And indeed it is a matter of exact Juſtice 
that it ſhould be ſo, for from hence it is 
that Fleets of Ships, and. Regiments of 


Soldiers are frequently ſent for their De- 
fence, at the charge of the Inhabitants, 


J towards which they contribute but little. 


Beſides the fore mentioned Commodi- 


ties, we have from Carolina, Excellent Rice, 


Jand there has been Cocheneel taken, which 
Jas yet is but a Diſcovery, and perhaps 
may not meet with any confiderable Im- 
provement, till That Colony is better 
Peopled ; what I have ſeen thereof in 
the hands of a Gentleman who brought 
it thence, ſeems by its Figure to be much 
Ilie what we call a Lady- Cow, or Lady - 
Bird, but is very ſmall, and [take it tobe the 
ben, of an Inſect, which laying its Eggs 
E 2 on 


4 fetching the reſpective Products of thoſe 
: Iſlands, and ſometimes Tobacco from 
1 | Virginia and Mary-Land, have carried 
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Africa. 


A Diſcourſe on TRADE. 
on a Shrub called the Prickle-Pear, or 
ſomething very like it, leaves them there, 
till time brings them to Maturity, in the 
ſame manner as the Caterpillar does with 
us in the Cabbage or Collard Leaves, Wiſe 
Nature thus directing, that the Fetus 
may find its Food, ſo ſoon as it wants its 
Suſtenance ; It gives a very curious Co- 
lour when Bruiſed, but being extraor- 
dinary ſmall, does require long time to 


gather in any Quantity, and Labour 


being very dear there, twill not yet 
anſwer the Charge; but by Cultivating 
and Improving the Plant, which now 
grows Wild, and by being better acquain- 
ted with the proper Seaſon to collect them, 
when they are at a more Mature Growth, 
greater Quantitiesmay probably hereafter be 
procured, and at leſs Charge; and I think it 


would be a good ſtep towards it, if an In- 


couragement was given on its Importati- 
on hither, in ſuch a manner, as to the 
Wiſdom of the Parliament ſhall ſeem fit 
and proper. 

Now, That waich makes theſe Plantati- 
ons more Provntable to this Kingdom, is 
the Trade to Africa, whereby the Planters 
are {uppiied with Negroes for their Uſe 
and Service; a Trade of the moſt Ad- 
Vanrage of any we drive, and as it were 


all Profic, the firſt Coſt being ſome |] 
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and the POOR. 
chings of our own Manutactures, and 
others generally purchated with them, 


for which we have in Return, Gold, 


Teeth, Wax, and Negroes, the laſt 
whereof is indeed the beſt Trafhck the 
Kingdom hath, as it occaſionally gives ſo 
vaſt an Imployment to our People both 
by Sea and Land; Theſe are the Hands 
whereby onr Plantations are improved, 
and 'tis by their Labours ſuch great Quan- 
titles of Sugar, Tobacco, Cotton, Ginger, 
Fuſtick and Indigo, are raiſed, which 
Imploy great Numbers of Ships for tranſ- 
porting them hither; and the greater 
Number of Ships, Imploys the greater 
Number of Handicrafts Trades at Home, 
ſpends more of our Product and Mann- 


factures, and makes more Sailors, who 


are maintained by a ſeparate Imployment 
for if every one raiſed the Proviſions he 
Fat, or made the Manufactures he Wore, 
Traffick would ceaſc, which is a variety 
of Imployments Men have ſet themſelves 
on, whereby one is ſerviceable to another, 
adapted to their particular Genius s, with- 


out invading each others Provinces; 


Thus the Husbandman raiſes Corn, the 
Miller grinds it, the Baker makes it into 


3 Bread, and the Citizen Eats it; Thus the 


Graſier Fats Cattle, and the Butcher Kills 


| them for the Market z Thus the Shepherd 


E 3 Sheers 
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bHhbeers his Sheep, the Spinſter turns the 


Wool into Yarn, the Weaver makes it | 
into Cloth, and the Merchant exports it, 
and every one lives by each other; Thus 
the Country ſupplies the City with Pro- | 
viſions, and That the Country with Neceſ- | | 
faries ; Now the adviſing a former Reign to | : 


Monopolize this Trade, and confine it to 

an excluſive Company, was the ſame, as 

to adviſe the People of Mgypt, to raile 

high Banks to keep the River Nilas from 

overflowing, leſt it ſhould fertilize their“ 

Lands, or the King of Spain to ſhut up | 

his Mines, leaſt he ſhould fill his King | 
dom too full of Silver; This Trade indeed | | 

is our Silver Mine, for by the Overplus | : 

of Negroes above what will ſerve our | 

Plantations, we draw great Quantities | 

thereof from the Spaniards who are ſettled | 

on the Continent of America, both for 

the Negroes we furniſh from Jamaica,, 

and alſo by the Aſſiento, lately ſettled by | 

a compact of both Nations; 'T was theſe | | 

which firſt introduced our Commerce | 

with that People, and gave us Opportu- | - 
nities of Selling our Manufactures to | ! 

them. | | : ; | = 

But tho this Trade be now laid open, yet 

it will not be amiſs to enquire what Re- 

{ons ſhould perſwade That Government 

to Monopolize it, and what has been the | 
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Conſequences thereof, in order to obviate 
any future Attempts that may be made to 
get it done again. 

As for the Firſt; The neceſſity of 
having Forts, Caſtles, and Soldiers to 
defend the Trade, which conld not be 
carried on without them, had then Force 
enough to prevail. 

But let us confider what theſe Forts, 
Caſtles, and Soldiers were, their Uſe, and 
whither the Trade 1s not as well fecured 
now it lies open. : 

The greateſt Number of Soldiers, offer'd 
as I remember at a Committee formerly 


appointed by the Honourable Houſe of 


Commons to enquire into that Affair, did 
not exceed One Hundred and Twenty on 
the whole Coaſt, nor did their Forts and 
Caſtles appear to be any thing elſe then 
Settlements for their Factors, nor was it 
ever made out, or indeed pretended, that 
they were fitted to wage a National War, 
or to ſecure againſt a National Invation, 
nor were there any Magazines laid up to 
expect a Siege from the Natives; nor 


J could they hinder Interlopers from Tra- 


ding on the Coaſt, of what Nation ſo- 
ever, but the Company having obtained 
Frigats from the Government, deſtroyed 


our own Merchant Ships ( unleſs permit- 


ted on the Payment of great Muldts at 
E 4 Home) 
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56 Di ſcourſe on TRADE 
Home) whilſt they let others alone; This 
together with the Powers given them in 
their Charter, to Seize in the Plantations, 
ſuch as had the good Fortune to eſcape 
them on the Coaſt, and alſo their 
Cargoes, diſcouraged Private Traders, 
who elſe found no Difficulties, the Nati. 
ves receiving them as Friends, and chuſ ing 
rather to deal with them then the Com- 
pany, whoſe Factories allo being at re- 
mote Diſtances from eech other, great part 
of that Coaſt was untraded to. 

Nor do I fee what need there was to 
fight our way into a Trade, altogether | 
as ad vantagious to the Natives as to Us : 3 

for whilſt we ſupplied them with things 
they wanted, and were of Value amongſt 
them, we took in Exchange Slaves, which 

were elſe of little Worth to the Propri- | 
etors ; and there was no reaſon to think, 
that the People of this Kingdom, who | | 
had ſettled fuch large Colonies on the 
Continent of America, (belides iis ſeve- 
ral Iſlands) where there was at firſt ſuch 
ſmall Hopes of Advantage, without the | 
Help of a Company, ſhould fall ſhort in 
ſecuring this Trade, which carried with | 
it the Proſpect of ſo great a Profit. 

I will next confider the Inconvenien- 
cies that have attended this Monopoly, 
and the Advantage the Nation reaps by | - 

the | 
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the Trades being laid open; we now 
ſend more Ships, and ſupply the Plan- 
rations with more Negroes, and vend 
more of our Commodities for their Pur- 


chaſe : Beſides, every Negro in the Plan- 


tations gives a ſecond Employ to the 
Manufacturers of this Kingdom ; and 
had we many more to ſpare, the Spa- 
ziards would buy them, and pay us in 


Bullion, ſo there could be no Ground 


for putting this Trade into few Hands, 
unleſs 'twas deſigned thoſe few ſhould 
grow Rich, whilſt for their ſakes 
the Naticn ſuffered in its Trade and 


Navigation, the Company having made 


this detrimental Uſe of their Charter, that 


they bought up our Manufactures cheaper 


at home, and made the Planters pay 
dearer for Negroes abroad, than could 
have been done, if there had been more 
Buyers for the One, and Sellers of the 


Other. 
It is not to be doubted, whether the 


Vending our Manufactures, and Encou- 
raging our Navigation, on Advantagious 
Terms, are the true Intereſt of this 
Kingdom, and that all Foreign Com- 
merce, as it advances either, is more or 
leſs profitable to us; but the confining 
this Trade to an Excluſive Company 


could promote neither; and I believe 
tis 
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tis one great Reaſon, why we know 
ſo little of that great Continent, becauſe 
the Company, finding Ways enough to 
employ their Stock amongſt thoſe few 
Settlements. they had made on the Sea- 
Coaſt, never endeavoured a farther In- 
land Diſcovery : whereas, now the Trade 
is laid open, the buſy Merchant, that 
induſtrious Bee of the Nation, will not 
leave any Creek or River untraded to, 
from whence he may bope to make Ad- 
vantage. 

Tis to Trade and Commerce we are 
beholding for what Knowledge we have 
of Foreign Parts, and it is obſervable, 
that the more remote People dwell from 
the Sea, the leſs they are acquainted with 
Affairs abroad. Africa is a large Coun- 
try, and doubtleſs the Trade to it may 
be much enlarged to our Advantage; 
Uſe and Experience make us by degrees 
Maſters of every thing, and tho' the 
firſt Undertakers of a Deſign may fall 
ſhort of anſwering their private Ends, 
yet they often Jay open Beaten Paths, 
wherein Poſterity do tread with succeſs, 
tho' they miſcarried: Now that all Pla- 
ces are permitted freely to ſend Ships, 
and to have the Management of their 
own Affairs, Induſtry is encourag'd, and 
Peoples Heads arc ſet at Work how they 

may 


and the POOR. 
way out- do each other, by getting firſt 
into a new Place of Trade. Beſides, the 
more Traders, the more Buyers at home, 
and Sellers abroad, and by this means, 
our Plantations on the large Continent 
of America are better furniſh'd with Ne- 
groes, for want of which the Inhabitants 
there could never arrive to thoſe Im- 
provements they have done on the Iſlands, 
the Company having given them little 
or no Supply, but choſe rather to ſend 
their Negroes to the latter, becauſe they 
were able to make them better Payments; 
but the Free-Traders have ſince done 
it, to the great Advantage of thoſe 
ner... | 

As for the other Commodities brought 
in Returns from Africa, viz. Wax and 
Teeth, one ſerves for a Foreign Export, 
without any Diſadvantage to our own 
Product; and the other is Manufactured 
at home, and afterwards carried to Mar- 
kets abroad: And as for the Gold brought 
thence, I need not mention how much it 
doth advance our Wealth, all allow it 
to be a good Barter. 4 

On the whole, I take the African Trade, 
both for its Exports and Imports, and alſo 
as itſupplies our Plantations,and advances 
Navigation, to be very beneficial to this 


Plantations, and of the Nation in ge- 
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Kingdom, and will every Year grow more 
ſo, if it remains open. 

I now come to diſcourſe of Ireland, 
and of the Trade we interchangeably 
drive with that Kingdom, with whom 


it is neceſſary to maintain a good Corre- 


ſpondence, which muſt be done on ſuch 
Terms, as may be profitable to us both ; 
and I think nothing is more likely to 
anſwer this End, than the encouraging 
the Linnen Manufacture there, which it 
is highly our Intereſt to promote, and 
theirs to ſet upon, being for the moſt 


part of another Nature, than what is 


made either in North or South-Britain; 
for, beſides the Employment it will give 
to their Poor, large Tracts of Land will 
be taken up for raiſi ing Hemp and Flax, 
both which thrive well in many Parts of 
that Kingdom ; on the other hand, the 
low Labour of Ireland being employed 
on that Manufacture, will no way pre- 
judice ours, but make them better able 
to trade with us, for ſuch things where- 
with they are ſupplied hence, it being 
undoubtedly the Intereſt of this King- 


dom, that all thoſe Nations we trade 


with ſhould grow Rich, by any Methods 
that do not make us Poor; and more eſ- 
pecially Ireland, whoſe Profits are general- 
ly ſpent here. 

But 
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But then how fhall this Manu— 
facture be carried on? truly the firft 
Step muſt be, by furniſhing Money on 
reaſonable Intereſt, and receiving it again 
by ſuch Payments as the Borrowers can 
make, and buying up the Linnens when 
made, and then the Landed Men will 
encourage it on their own Eſtates, 
and thereby enable their - Tenants to 
pay their Rents better; Which laſt 


Effect it hath already had in the North of 


Ireland, where by ſpinning the Yarn in 


the Winter Nights, and getting their 
Cloth ready, and fit tor Sale, early in the 


Tear, they provide for their May Rents, 


without being conſtrained to ſell their 
Cattle whilſt they are lean, and their 
November Payments do not become due, 


till they are fat, and their Harveſt is 
| Over. 


Now theſe Loans muſt be made, either 
by a Joint-Stock raiſed for that Purpoſe, 


or by the Bank of England, which will 


be attended with good Security ; for by 
reaſon of the Regiſter ſettled chere be 


Act of Parliament, I take the Securitie 


of Ireland, to be rather better than thoſ: 


in Ezg land: And this way of Lending 


Moos muſt likewiſe be very acceptable 
to all thoſe whoſe Eſtates are under 


different Incumbrances, which may by 
this 
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this means be reduced into One, and paid 
off, as they can ſpare the Money by 
degrees. 

Nor can I ſee how any ill Conſequen- 
ces will attend the bringing the Money 
to Par in both Kingdoms, I know it 
had none when the Crown-Piece was 
ſome Years ſince reduced from fix Shil- 
lings to paſs at five Shillings and five 
Pence, and all other Money in Propor- 
tion; It neither cauſed an Alteration in the 
Rents to the Landlords, nor in the Price 
of the Product to the Tenants ; and I 
cannot ſee why the falling it to five Shil- 
lings (as it paſſes here) ſhould carry 
with it any ill Effect; the Lands of Ire- 
land would thereby be more worth to 
the Proprietors, who would then be 
more willing, and better able, to ſpend 
their Money here, when they were freed 


from ſuch high Exchanges ; beſides the 


Advantage to the King in his Revenue. 
The Commodities we have thence are, 
Wooll, Hides, Tallow, and Skins, all uſe- 
ful in our Manufactures; 28 alſo ſome 
Herrings, which we export again; and we 
ſhip from thence for other Markets, Beef, 


Pork, Salmon and Butter; We likewiſe 


ſupply them with Tobacco, Sugar, and 
other Plantation Goods ; alſo with fine 


Broad- Cloth, Silk ManufaQures, and ſe- 
veral 
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veral other things made here; and with 
ſundry of our Products, as Lead, Tin, 
Coal, ec. of which laſt, ſo great Quanti- 
ties are carried thither yearly, that it will 
ſcarce be credited, how much they ſay 
there it amounts unto ; Beſides Muſlins, 
Callicoes, China - Ware, Tea, Coffee, 
and other Eaſt-India Goods : They have 
indeed diſcouraged the Importation of 
Callicoes, by loading them with a great 
Duty, but I wonder they do not totally 
prohibit them, for that ſingle Commo- 
dity doth more Injury to their Manu- 
factures, both of Linnen and Woollen, 
than all the Things they 1mport beſides. 
I ſhould be very glad to ſee the Lin- 
nen Manufacture there brought to a good 
Perfection; and I am ſure if the Govern- 
ment were at ſome Charge in doing it, 


would not be ill laid out. 


[ ſhall proceed next to the Trade we Canaries. 
drive to the Canary Iſlands, which brings 
us nothing bur what we conſume, and 


I believe takes from us little of our Pro- 


duct or Manufactures ; but fince we muſt 
drink Wines, tis better to have them 
from the Spaniard than the French; the 
firſt takes off much of our Manufactures, 
the other little; and 1 am apt to think, 
thoſe Wines are paid for out of what we 
ſhip to Spain. : 
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This brings me to the Spaniſb Trade, 
which I take to be very profitable to this 
Kingdom, as it vends much of our Pro- 
duct and Manufactures, and ſupplies us 
with many things neceſſary to be uſed in 
making the Latter, and furniſhes us with 
great Quantities of Bullion ; I ſhall di- 
vide it into three Parts, Spain, Biſcay, 
and Flanders. 

To begin with Spain, by which | 
mean, that Part from the Bay of Cadiz 
incluſive, Eaſt-ward into the Straits of 
Gibralter, as far as Catalonia; whither we 
ſend all ſorts of Woollen Manufactures, 
Lead, Fih, Tin, Silk and Worſted 
Stockins, Butter, Tobacco, Ginger, Len- 
ther, Bees- Wax, and ſundry other things. 
And in Returns we have thence, ſome 


things fit only for Conſumption, ſuch as 


Fruit and Wines, others for our Manu- 
factures, ſach as Oil, Cochineal, Indi- 
go, Anata, Barillia, and ſome Salt, with 
a great Part in Gold and Silver, where- 
with they are ſupplied from their large 


Empires on the main Land of Ameri- 


ca, Whither they export much of the 
Goods we carry to them. 
The Spaniards are a itately People, 


not much given to Trade or Manufac- 


tures themſelves ; therefore the firſt they 
carry on by ſuch chargeable and dilato- 
| ry 
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ry Methods, both for their Ships and 
ways of Navigation, that other Trading 

Nations, ſuch as the Ezglih, French, 
Dutch, and Genoeſe, take Advantage of 
them; only Their Trade to their Meſt- 

Indies, hath on ſtrict Penalties been re- 

ſerved to themſelves; but having no 

Manufactures of their own, the Profit 

thereof comes very much to be reaped by 

thoſe who furniſh them; Nor is it ſo 
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well guarded and ſecured, but that the 

> Inhabitants thereof have been plentifully 
ſupplied by us with Manufactures, and 
many other things from Jamaica, and 
may be more, by the liberty lately granted 
to the South-Sea Company, whereby we get 
greater Prices for them, then when they 
were firſt Ship'd to Cadiz, and Exported 
thence thither, which adds to the Wealth 
of the Nation ; This I take to be che true 
Reaſon why our Vent for them at Cadiz. 
is leflened, becauſe we ſupply New-Spair 
direct with thoſe things they uſed to have 
thence e _ + 

By Biſcay I mean all that Part under the 
Spaniſo Government which lies in the Bay 4 
of that Name, or adjoining to it; The 
Commodities we ſend thither are general- 
ly the ſame we do to Spair, and in Re- 
turns we have, Wool, Iron, and ſome Bul- 
lion, whereof the firſt is the beſt and _ 
1 . F | ro-; 
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A Diſcourſe n PN ADR 


Profitable Commodity, which could we 
ſecure wholly to our ſelves, twould be 
of great Advantage to. the Nation; but 


both the Dutch and French do come in 
for their Shares; tho' I am apt to think 
the former might be induced to bring it 
hither by way of Merchandize, if we did 
ſo far relax the Act of Navigation, as to 
give them liberty to do it. 

The Third part of our Spaniſo Trade 


is That to Flanders, whereby I mean all 
thoſe Provinces that were formerly under 


Portugal. 


its Government, but are now under the 
Emperours, whither we ſend Commodities 
much of the ſame Nature as thoſe we ſend 


to the other Parts, tho' not in fo great 
Quantities, and amongſt our Woollen 


Manufactures more coarſe Medleys; alſo 
Muſcovado Sugars and Coals, but not 
ſo muchLeather as we have formerly done, 
being ſupplied with Raw Hides from 
Ireland, which are Tann'd there; We 
have thence, Linnens, Thread, and other 
things, which are both uſed at Home, and 
alſo Shipt to our Plantations. 97! 

The next is the Trade we drive to the 
Kingdom of Portugal and its Iflands, 
where we Vend much of our Product 
and Manufactures, little different in their 
kinds from what are ſent to Spain; and 


from thence we have in Returns, Salt, 
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Oyl, Woad, Fruit and Wines, beſides 
Gold and Silver; We have, ſince the 


War with Frauce, Increaſed our Impor- 


tation of their Wines, which is more 
our Intereſt to do, than to have them 
from France, whence our Imports have 
been always more than our Exports 
would pay for, and to this Kingdom 


our Exports are greater than their Products 


can make us Returns, eſpecially ſince we 
have deſiſted from bringing hither their 
Sugars and Tobacco, Commodities where- 
with we are more Advantageoutly ſup- 
plied from our Plantations in America, 
and are now able to furniſh Foreign 
Markets cheaper then they can. 

Theſe People were formerly the great 
Navigators of the World, as appears by 
their many Diſcoveries, both in the Eaſt 


and Weſt- Indies, beſides the ſeveral Iſlands 
of the Azores, Cape de Verd, and allo 


Maderas, where they have ſettled Co- 
lonies ; to theſe they admit us a Free- 
Trade, but reſerve their Remoter ſettle- 
ments on the Continent of Brazil more 
ſtrictly to themſelves, whither they Ex- 
port many of the Commodities we ſend 
them, and in Returns have Sugars and 
Tobacco, which are again Exported to 


the European Markets, tho' little of them 


hither 3 Beſides which, they have of late 
2 brought 
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brought thence great Quantities of Gold; 


4 Diſcourſe on TRADE 


their Iſlands we ſupply. direct with our 
Manufactures, and from the Azores Load 


Corn, Woad, and ſome Wines, which 


we receive in Barter for them, and are 
the Product of thoſe Iſlands ; the firſt 
we carry to Maderas, where 'tis again 
Bartered for the Wines of the Growth of 
that Iſland, which are Shipt thence to our 
Plantations in America; in theſe ſettle- 


ments the Inhabitants live well, and are 


plentitully ſapplied, becauſe they have 
wherewith to pay for what is brought 


them; but thoſe reſiding on the Cape de 


Verd Iflands, being generally made up of 
Negroes, Molattoes, and ſuch like Peo- 


ple, and having little Product to give in 
| Returns, are but meanly furniſhed, and 


have ſcarce enough to ſerve their Neceſſi- 
ties, much leſs to pleaſe their Luxuries, 


_ Aﬀes, Beeves, and Salt, being all we have 
from them, which we generally carry to 
our Plantations in America; ſome Salt 
we bring Home; Beef might be made 


there very cheap, could it be ſaved, being 
purchaſed for little, and Salt for leſs, but 
the Climate will not allow it; only the 
Iſland of St. Fago is Rich, well Gover- 
ned, and a Biſhops See, where they are 
well ſupplied with Neceſſaries, _ 

they 
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end the POOR. 


they have Money to pay for what they 


Buy. „ 5 
The Portugeze, as they are now be- 


come bad Navigators, ſo they are not 


great Manufacturers, ſome ſorts of coarſe 
Cloth they do make, which is often Shipt 


to the Iſlands of Maderas and the Azores, 
where tis worn with great Delight, and 
preferred before any other of the like 


goodneſs, becauſe 'tis made in Portugal ; 
and they did once attempt the making of 
Bays, for which they drew over ſome of 
our Workmen, but it ſoon came to an 
end, and they returned Home again by 


Encouragement given them here, ſo pru- 
dent a thing it is to ſtop an Evil in the 


Beginning. 
The Trade driven to Twurky is very 


Profitable, as it affords us Markets for 


oreat Quantities of our Woollen Mann- 
factures, together with Lead, and other 
Product, Shipt hence to Conſtantinople, 


Seandaroon, and Smyrna, and from thence 


diſperſt all over the Turkiſþ Dominions, 
as alſo into Perſia; The Commodities 
we have thence in Returns are, Raw- 
Silk, Cotton-Wool and Yarn, Goats- 
Wool, Grogram-Yarn, Cordivants, Gauls, 


Pot-Aſhes, and other things, which are 


the Foundations of ſeveral Manufactures 
different from our own, by the Variety 


F 2 whereof 
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Italy. 


— TRADE 


whereof we better {uit Cargoes to Export 


again; and tho' this Frade may requite 


ſome Bullion to be carried thither, yet 
there is a great difference between Buying 
for Bullion, Commodities already Manu- 
tactured, which hinder the Uſe and Con- 
ſumption of our own, ſuch as thoſe 
brought from the Eaſt- Indies, or things 
to be ſpent on Luxury, ſuch as Wines and 
Fruit, and Buying therewith Commodi- 
ties to keep our Poor at Work; theſe 
muſt be had, tho' purchaſed with nothing 
elſe. 

To the ſeveral Parts of Italy we ſend 
great Quantities of Lead and other our 
Product, and many ſorts of Woollen 


| Manufactures, but chiefly thoſe made of 


Worſted ; alſo Fiſh, and Sugars, both 
White and Brown, the laſt principally 
to Venice ; We bring thence Raw and 
Thrown Silk, and Red-Wool ; alſo Oy! 
and Soap, (of the Jatter we now make 
a great deal in Englaud,) both uſed in 
Working up our Wool, ſome Paper, 


Currants, and other things. 


Both Venice and Genoa have made ſome 
attempts on a Woollen Manufacture, being 
farniſht with Wool from Alicant, and thoſe 
Eaſtern Parts of Spain ; Wrought Silks 


and Glaſs are not ſo much Imported thence 
a8 
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as they formerly were, ſince we have fal- 
len on making them here. 

The Dutch do likewiſe Buy many of our Holland. 
Manufactures, and much of our Product, 
as Coals, Butter, Lead, Tin, beſides 
things of ſmaller Value, ſuch as Clay, 
KRedding, & c. which are Exported to 
Holland, not only for their own uſe, but 
being a Mart of Trade for Germany, they 
diſperſe them for the Expence of thoſe 
Countries; among whom they alſo Vend 
our Meſt-India Commodities, ſuch as 
Sugar, Tobacco, Indigo, Logwood, 
Fuſtick, Ginger, Cotton-Wool, beſides 
what they uſe chemſelves ; Theſe are an 
Induſtrions People, but having little 
Land, do want Product of their own 
to Trade on, except what they raiſe by 
their Fiſheries, or bring from the Faſt- 
Indies, whereof Spices and Salt-Petre 
are many times admitted to be brought 
hither, tho contrary to the Act of Na- 

vigation ; Indeed the Trade of the Dutch 
conſiſts rather in Buying and Selling than 
Manufactures, moſt of their Profits ariſing 
from That, and the Freights they make 
of their Ships; which being Built for 
Burthen, are Imyloyed generally in a 
Home-Trade, for Bulky Commodities, 


ſuch as Salt from St. Ubes to the Baltick, 
a Timber, 
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A Diſcourſe on TRADE 


Timber, Hemp, Corn, Pitch, and ſuch ſorts 
of Goods thence to their own Country, 
which Ships they Sail with few Hands; 


And This, together with the Lownels of 


Intereſt, enables them to afford thoſe 
Commodities at ſuch Rates, that they 
are often fetcht from them by other Nati- 
ons, cheaper then they could do jt trom 


the Places of their Growth, all charges 


conſidered ; Tis ſtrange to fee how theſe 
People Buz up and down among them- 
ſelves, the Vaſtneſs of whoſe Numbers 
cauſes a Vaſt Expence, and that Expence 


muſt be ſupplied from Abroad, ſo one 


Man gets by another, and they find by 
Experience, that as a Multitude of Peo- 
ple brings Profit to the Government, ſo 
it creates Imployment to each other; 


Beſides, they Invent new ways of Trade, 


by Selling, not only Things they have, 


| but thoſe they have not, great Quantities 


of Brandy and other Commodities being 
diſpoſed of every Year, which are never 
intended to be delivered, only the Buyer 
and Seller get or looſe, according to the 
Rates 1t bears at the time agreed on to 
make good the Bargain; ſuch a Commerce 
to this Kingdom would be of little Advan- 
tage, and would not advance its Wealth 
more than Stock-jobbing, our Profits de- 
pending on the improving our Foe 
an 


and the POOR. 

' 4nd Manufactures; But That Government 
| raifing its Income by the Multitude of its 
| Inhabitants, who pay on all they eat, 
drink and wear, and almoſt on every 
thing they doe, cares not ſo much by 
what Methods each Perſon gets, as that 
they have People to pay ; 
ver wanting from all Nations, tor as one 
goes away another comes, and every 
Temporary Refident advances their Re- 
venue; Therefore to encreaſe their Num- 
ders, they make the Terms of Trade 
eaſy; Contrary to the Cuſtoms of Cities 
and private Corporations with us, the 


Narrowneſs of whole Charters diſcoura- 


ges Induſtry, and hinders Improvements 
both in Handicrafts and Manufactures, 
becauſe they exclude better Artiſts from 
their Societies, unleſs they purchaſe their 
Freedoms at unreaſonable Rates. 
Hamburgh is another Market for our 
Manufactures 3 This City vends great 
Quantities of our Cloth, as alſo Tobacco, 
Sugars,and other Plantation Commodities, 
together with ſeveral of our Products, 
which are alſo thence ſent into Germany z 
from whence we have in Returns Lin- 
nens, Linnen-yarn, and other Commo- 
dities, very neceſſary both for the Uſe of 
our ſelves and of our Plantations, 2 
ittle 


which are ne- 
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Poland. 


Ruſſia. 


4A Diſcourſe m TRADE 


little interfering with our own Mints 
factures. 

Poland alſo takes off many of our 
Manufactures, wberewith it 1s ſupplied 
chiefly from Dantzick, whither they 
are firſt carried, and thence diſperſt in- 
to all Parts of that Kingdom, which 
hath but little Wool of its own, and 
that chiefly in Okrania ; But the Ex- 


pence of our Cloth hath been leſſened 


there, ſince Sileſia, and the adjoining Parts 
of Germany, have turn'd their Looms to 
that Commodity, occaſion'd by our dif- 
uſing their Linnens, and wearing Calli- 
coes in their Room ; we have thence 
fome Linnens, alſo Potaſhes. 

Ruſſza is likewiſe {applied by way of St 
Angelo with our Woollen Manufactures, 
and other Things, alſo with ſome To- 
Hacco ; But the Sale of the latter is de- 
creaſed, occaſioned (as I am inform'd } 
by the Indiſcretion of our Merchants 
that imported it; who putting an ex- 
ceſſive Price thereon, cauſed the Czar 
to encourage the Planting it in his own 
Dominions, which being very large, and 


reaching from the Mare Album North- 


ward, to the Caſpian Sea Southward, be- 
ſides its vaſt Exton from Eaſt to Weſt, 
affords Climates enough proper for it ; 
By which Means, we are in Danger of 

loſing 
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aud the POOR. 75 
loſing the Sale of that Commodity, ſo 
"profitable to the Nation, which we 
might have continued, if they had not 
been too Covetous at firlt We have in 
| Returns from thence, Hemp, Potaſhes, 
| Ruſſia Hides, with ſome Linnen, and 
other Commodities, both uſeful at home, 
| and fit to be carry'd abroad. 

' Speden and its Territories takes off Sweden. 

' great Quantities of our Manufactures, 

| both fine and coarſe, and ſome of our 

Product, beſides Tobacco and Sugars, 

and other Plantation Goods; But the 

ales of our Cloth hath been leſſen'd 

there, occalion'd by their loading it 

| with great Duties, on purpoſe to encou- | 

| rape a Manufacture of their own ; their 11 

Wool is coarſe, ſo conſequently the Cloth Wot 

made thereof "muſt be ordinary ; how- 

; ever, the late King encourag'd the Wear- 

ing it by his own Example, and thought 

it the Intereſt of his Kingdom ſo ro do: 

et all ſorts of Serges, Stuffs and Per- 

| pets are carry'd thither, and I think as 

freely as before; From thence we have 

Copper, Iron, and ſome other Things. 

Denmark is ſupply'd from us with — 

Woollen Manufactures, yet takes no great Norway 

; Ca and Norway leſs, the People 

of the latter being generally _ ſome 
Tobacco 
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France. 


A Deſcouſe n TRADE 


Tobacco and Sugar is alſo ſhipp'd hence 
and ſpent amongſt them. 
From theſe three laſt Northern King- 


doms we are furniſhed with Pitch, Tar, 
Hemp, Maſts, Baulks, and Deal- boards 


all very uſeful to us, and without which 
we can't carry on our Navigation, and 
therefore we muſt have them, though 
purchas d with Money; but the Parliament 
having encouraged the Importation of 
ſome of them from our Plantations on 
the Continent of America, our Depen- 
dence on them for thoſe things, will in 
all probability be leſſen d every Year: | 
look on any thing that ſaves our Tim- 
ber, to be an. Ad vantage to the Nation, 
which Banlks and Boards do. 

The French Trade hath every Age 
grown lels profitable to our Woollen 
Manufacturers, as the Inhabitants make 
wherewith to ſupply, both themſe]ves, 
and other Nations, which they could 
not do, were they not furniſhed with 
Wool from hence and Ireland, their own 
being unfit to Work by itſelf : Nor doth 
France ſpend much of the Growth and 
Product, either of this Kingdom, or of 
our Plantations, and furniſhes us with 
nothing to be manufactured here, fo 
that the Trade we drive thither turns 


"only to their Ad vantage; which being 


gene- 
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generally for Things conſumed among 
| our ſelves, and our Imports exceeding 
our Exports, muſt needs be Loſs to the 
| Kingdom; But if the Linnen Manufacture 
can be ſettled in Scotland and Ireland, 
Paper, Diſtilling, and Silk Manufactures, 
| encouraged here, the Ballance will ſoon 
be altered, eſpecially ſince the Portugueſe 
have made (ſuch Improvements in their 
Wines z only their Salt we ſhall ſtill want 
for our Fiſheries. | 


As to the South-Sea Trade, I cannot Sowh- 


undertake to ſay much to it, being but Sea. 
lately enter d upon, and limitted by Act 
of Parliament to an Excluſive Company, 
according to whoſe Management it may 


prove more or leſs ad vantageous to the 


Nation; only in this I believe we may 
be certain, That they will never carry 
away our Bullion, as the Faſt- India Com- 
: pany does, but in all Probability will 


bring us more. | | 
And thus I have run through the Fo. ba: 


reign Trades dri ven from this Kingdom, e 


| and ſhew'd how they advance its Intereſt, ,,,z,,5e 
by taking off our Product and Manu-: our 
factures, and ſupplying us with Materials ae 


ures, and 


to be manufactured again; wherein tis ht 475 
| certain Rule, that fo far as any Nation e. 


furniſhes us with things already Manu- 


factured, or only to be ſpent amongſt _ 
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our ſelves, ſo much leſs is our Ad van. 


tage by the Trade we drive with them; 


eſpecially if thoſe Manufactures interfere 
with our own, and are purchaſed with 
Bullion. Therefore I think the Eft. 
India Trade to be unprofitable to us, 
hindering by its Silks, Muſlins, and Cal- 
licoes, the Conſumption of more of our 
Manufactures in Europe, than it doth take 
from us. The Spaniſh, Turkey and Por. 
tugal Trades, are very advantageous, as 
they vend great Quantities of our Ma- 
nufactures, and furniſh us with Materi- 
als to. be wrought up here, and diſperſe 
our Commodities to other Places, where 
we could not ſo well ſend them our 
ſelves ; This Spain doth to its Setclements 
in America; Turkey to all its Territories, 
both in Europe and Aſia, and alſo to Per- 


fa; Portugal doth the ſame to Brazil. 
The Dutch, Hamburgh, and Danizick 


Trades are very uſeful, as they ſupply 
Germany, Poland, and ſome Parts of 
Ruſſia, with our Manufactures, and little 
interfere with us in theirs. Sweden and 
Denmark are profitable, both in what 
they take from us, and in whar we have 
from them again. Italy takes off much 


of our Worſted Manufactures, and 


ſends us little of its own, ſave wrought 
Silks, whereof we ſhall every Year im- 
| port 
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and the POOR. 
port leſs, as we increaſe that Manufac- 
ture at home; But above all I eſteem the 
African and Weſt-India Trades to be moſt 
profitable to the Nation, as they 1mpioy 
more of our People at home, and give 
greater [ncouragement to our Navigati- 
on by their Product; But the French 
Trade is certainly our Loſs, France being 


like a Tavern, with whom we ſpend what 


we get by other Nations ; And 'tis ſtrange 
we ſhould be ſo bewitcht to that people, 
as to take off their Growth, which con- 


fiſts chiefly of things for Luxury, and 


receive a Value only from the Eſteem we 


put on them, whilſt at the ſame time 


they prohibit our Manufactures, in order 
to ſet up the like among themſelves, 
which we Encourage, by furniſhing them 
with Wool. 
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The Ballance of That and the Eaſt- The Bi- 
India Trade is always againſt us, from da of 


* whom we have in Goods more than we 
| Ship them, and therefore muſt lefſen our 
Bullion; The Ballance of Spain and Por- 


| tugal is always in our Favour, and there. 


| fore muſt encreaſe itz As for the Dutch, 


| Germany, and Humburgh, their Ballances 


| are not yet agreed on; ſome think we 
| Ship them moſt, others, that we receive 
| moſt from them, I incline to the former; 5 


| he Northern Crowns ſupply us with 
more 


Trade, 
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more than they take from us, but they 


are Commodities we can't be without, at 
leaſt, till we can be better furniſh'd with 
them from our Plantations in America; 
Tarkey may require ſome Bullion, yet the 
Trade we drive thither is very beneficial 
to us; Italy will grow more and more 


in its Ballance on our fide, as the Im- 


portation of wrought Silks 1s leſſen d, 
and turn'd into Raw and Thrown. Now 
conſidering, that almoſt the whole World 
is ſupplied by our Labour, and that our 
Plantations do daily bring us ſuch In- 
comes, tis ſtrange if this Nation ſhould 
not grow Rich, which doubtleſs it 
would do above all our Neighbours, 


were our Trade rightly looked after. 


What Na- 
tions do 


Thoſe who cope with us in our Ma- 
nufactures are chiefly the French, but let 


ebiefly cope d ue care be taken to prevent their being 


with us in 
our Ma- 
nufactures 


ſupplied with Wool from hence and 
from Ireland, and we ſhall ſoon ſee an 
Alteration therein; Tis true they have 
Wool of their own, but they cannot 
work it without ours or Iriſh : The Com- 
modities they make are generally {light 


| Stuffs, wherein they uſe a great deal of 


Combing Wool; and thele they not on- 
ly wear themſelves, but ſend them to Por- 
tugal, and other Parts, with good Succeſs; 
to countermine which we have fallen on 

5 making 
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and the POOR. 84 
making them, by Aſſiſtance of the French 
Refugees; I wonder at the Fancies of 
thoſe Men, who are always finding fault, 
that we do not make our Manufactures as 
ſtrong as formerly we did, wherein I 
think they are to be blamed, for we muſt 
fit them to the Humours of the Buyers, 
and flight Cloth brings as much Profit 
to the Nation as ſtrong, and the fame 
Employment to the Poor; yet where 
Seals and other Marks are ſet, let them be 
certain Evidences to the truth of what 
they certifie, either as to the Length of 
the Piece, or that the Infide is ſuitable 
to the Outſide, or that 'tis truly Wove, 
and without Flaws; the ſame with reſ- 
| peCt to the Colour, that tis Woaded, or 
Madder d, or the like, But there is a great 
deal of Difference between this, and 
| obliging the Manufacturer to make his 
Cloth or Stuff to a certain Weight and 
| Thickneſs, without reſpect to the Buyer, 
or the Climate to which it is ſent; As 
for the Dutch, as I take them to be no 
good Planters, ſo likewiſe no good Ma- 
nufacturers, their Heads are not turned 
that way, but rather to Traffick and Na- 
vigation; The Flanderkins were once 
famous in the Art of Cloth - making, 
which they carried on by the Wool they 
etcht hence: _ King Edward the Third, 
b by 
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by keeping our Wool at Home, put a 
ſtop to that Manufacture; If therefore the 
Prohibiting our Wool to be carry'd out 
had at that time ſo good an Effect and 
Conſequence againſt thoſe People, why 
ſhould not our Care to prevent its being 
carryed out now, have the ſame againſt 
the French > we cannot indeed hinder them 


from Spaniſh, but we may from our own 
and Iriſa; As for Sweden, I am apt to 


think their Manufacturers will come to 
little; And as for Germany, the Woollen 
Manufacture is not ſo Natural to them as 
the Linnen, which they would keep 
cloſe to, if we gave them Encourage- 
ment, by wearing it here, and ſending 
it to our Plantations, which would be 
more advantagious to us, than by the 
uſe of Muzlins and Callicoes, to put 
them on Fencing with us at our own 
Weapons, which they very unwillingly 
undertake; The Woollen Manufactures 
in Italy are but ſmall, and thoſe chiefly 
among the Venctians, ſomething among 
the Gezoeſe, theſe we cannot hinder, be- 
ing ſupply'd with Wool from thoſe 
Parts of Spain which are near them, ex- 
cept we could promote a Contract with 
the Spaniard for all he hath, and if it 
ſnould be objected, that we ſhould 
then have too much, *tis better to burn 
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the Overplus at the Charge of the Pub- 
lick, (as the Dutch do their Spices) than 
to have it wrought up abroad, which we 
can't otherwiſe prevent, ſeeing all the Wool 
of Furope is Manufactured ſomewhere ; 
and if the Act for Burying in Woollen 
did extend to our Plantations in America, 
twould be of great uſe towards the Con- 
ſumption of our Wooll; Thus, when 
the Nation comes to fee, that the Labour 
of its People is its Wealth, twill put us 
on finding out Methods to make every 
one work that is able; which muſt be 
done, by hindring ſuch (warms from go- 
ing off to Idle and uſeleſs Empleyments, 
and by preventing ſuch Multitudes of Jazy 
People from being Maintained by Beg- 
ging. 


And this is farther to be noted in our D/ference 


Trade with Foreign Nations, that where in Em- 
ploying cur 


they fetch from us our Product and Ma- 


nufactures, and make their Imports to and theſe 
the of other 


us, in their own Ships, we get leſs by 
Trade we drive with them, than if we 
did it in ours, becauſe That doth alſo 


Encourage our Navigation; and Freights 


are a great and profitable Article in 


Trade; Therefore we get more by the 
| Spaziſh Trade, becauſe we generally drive 
it in our own Bottoms; and we loſe more 


by the French Trade when they bring us 
Oz theit 
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84 A Diſcourſe on TRADE 
their Wines and Brandy, than when we 
fetch them ourſelves z and accordingly 
we may take our Meaſures in judging of 
all other Trades. | 

FViethera It hath been a great Debate how the 
erue Fudz-Ballance of our Foreign Trade ſhall be 
be made of cOmputed, and what Methods we ſhould 
:be Bal- take whereby to know it, and it has been 
lance of thought, that the moſt proper way to 
Te make a true Judgment therein is, by ta- 
king an Account from the Cuſtom- Houſe 
Books of our Exports and Imports; But 

it this Method would do, yet I do not 

think there can be any certainty, either 

of the one or the other, drawn from 

thence ; for, as for-our Imports, the Bul- 

lion, and ſuch things of Value, are not 
entered there, and ſeldom preſented ; and 

as to the Exports, ſeeing our Woollen 
Manufactures go out Cuſtom-Free, the 
Entries there made of them cannot be de- 

| pended on; But ſuppoſe a more ex- 

act account of our Exports and Im- 

ports could be had, yet ſince ſo great 3 

part of the Trade of this Kingdom is 

driven by Exchange, and ſuch vaſt 
Quantities of Commodities are Imported 

trom our Plantations for account of the 
Inhabitants there, the Produce whereot 

they leave here as a ſtock. at Home, and 

that they are ſupply'd hence with ſo many 

things 
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things for their own Conſumption, I 
cannot ſee how any Moderate Computa- 
tion can be this way made of our general 
Trade, much leſs of that we drive with 
any particylar Nation, the Commodities 
which we receive at one place, being of- 
ten carried to an another ; Thus we tran- 
| ſport to Italy the Sugars we receive for 
our Manufactures in Portugal, and bring 
| thence Silk and other things to be Ma- 
nufactured here, and yet we muſt not 
conclude we loſe by the Portugal Trade, 
becauſe the Returns thence fall ſhort by 
| the Cuſtom-Houſe Books, or that we get 
more by the Italian Trade, becauſe it doth 
not appear by thoſe Books how we Ex- 
ported Commodities to pay for what we 


Import thence; And as to the Profits we 


make by the Freights of our Ships, it 
doth not at all appear from them, nor at 
what Rates our Product and Manufactures 
are ſold abroad, or our Plantation Goods 
to Foreigners at home ; ſo the thing 
muſt ſtill remain doubtful ; and I know 
no more certain way to Jad: ge of it, than 
by the Increaſe the Nation makes in its 
Bullion, which always ariſes from the 
over Ballance of our Foreign Barter and 


Commerce. 
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worthy the Thoughts of a Parliament, 
whether a ſtanding Committee, made up 
of Men well verſt therein, ould not 
be appointed; whoſe ſole Buſineſs it 
ſhould be to conſider the ſtate thereof, 
and to find out Ways to Improveit; to 
ſee how the Trades we drive with Foreign 
Kingdoms, grow more or leſs Profitable 
to us; How and by what Means we are 
out done by others in the Trades we 
drive, or hindered from Emlarging them; 
what is neceſſary to be prohibited, both 
in our Exports and Imports, and for how 
long time; to hear Complaints from our 


Factories abroad, and to Correſpond 


with our Miniſters there, in affairs rela- 
ting to our Trade, and to repreſent al! 
things rightly to the Government, with 
their Advice, what Courſes are proper to 
be taken for its Encouragement ; and ge- 
nerally to ſtudy by what means and 
Methods the Trade of this Kingdom may 
be Improved, both abroad and at home. 
If this was well ſetled, the good Effects 
thereof would ſoon de ſeen; But then 
great Care muſt be taken, that theſe Places 
be not fill'd up with ſuch who know 
nothing of the Buſineſs, and thereby 
this Excellent Conſtitution become only 
2. . Matter of Form and Expence. 


In 
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In the Management of things of much 
leſs moment, we employ ſuch who are 
ſappoſed to underſtand what they un- 
dertake, and believe they cannot be carry- 
ed on without them; Whilſt the general 
Trade of the Nation (which is the ſup- 

ort of all) lies neglected, as if the 
Coggs that direct its Wheels did not 
need skill to keep them true; Trade re- 
quires as much Policy as matters of State, 
and can never be kept in a regular Motion 
by Accident; when the Frame of our 
Trade is out of Order, we know not 
where to begin to mend it, for want of 
a ſet of Experienced Builders, ready to 
receive Applications, and able to judge 
where the Defect lies. 

Such a Committee as this will ſoon ap- 
pear to be of great Uſe and Service, both 
to the Parliament in Framing Laws re- 
lating to Trade, and alſo to the Govern- 
ment in the Treaties they make with 
Foreign Nations. 

As to the Firſt, It hath ſometimes been 
thought, that when That Great and Glo- 
rious Aſſembly hath medled with Trade, 
they have left it worſe than they found 
ns "Aa the Reaſon is, becauſe the Laws 
relating to Trade, require more time 
tolook into their diſtant Conſequences, 

G 4 than 
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than a Seſſion will admit; whereof we 
have had many Inſtances. 

To begin with the French Trade : > In 
the 22d Car. II. a new Impoſt was laid 
on Wines, viz. Eight Pounds per Tun 
on the French, and Twelve Pounds per 
Tun on Spaniſh and Portugueſe ; This 
Difference (with the low Subſidies put on 
their Linnens by former Acts, in reſpect 
to thoſe of other Places) was a great 
Means of bringing the Ballance of That 
Trade ſo much againſt us, that rhe Par- 
Jiament in the 7th and 8th of Gul. III. 
thought fit to make an Act, (and is 
continued by this preſent Parliament for 
a longer time) which in Effect prohibited 
all Trade with that Nation for One and 
Twenty Years, by laying a great Duty 
on the Importations thence, in order to 
prevent a Correſpondence, till the Trade 
mould be better regulated. 

In the 14th Car. Il. Logwood was per- 
mitted by Act of Parliament to be im- 
ported, paying Five Pounds per Tun 
Duty; The fame Act repeals two Sta- 
tutes of Queen Elizabeth againſt Import- 
ing and Uling it in Dying here, and 
ſets forth the Ingenuity of our Dyers, 
in finding out ways to fix the Co- 
lours made with it; and yet at the 
fame time gave a Draw-back of Three 
| Pounds 
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Pounds Fifteen Shillings per Tun on all 
that ſhould be Exported, whereby Fo- 
reigners uſe it ſo much cheaper in their 
Manufactures than ours can here; which 
proceeded from a too haſty making 
that Law, and being adviſed, or rather 
abuſed, by thoſe, who regarded more their 
own Intereſt, then That of the Na- 
tion. | 

| By an Act made 1 Fa. II. an Impoſt 
of Two Shillings and Four Pence per CF. 
was laid on Muſcovado Sugars imported 
from the Plantations, to be drawn back 
at Exportation ; the Traders to the Plan- 
tions ſtir'd in this Matter, and ſet forth, 
That ſuch a Duty would diſcourage the 
Refining them here, by hindering the 


Exportation of Refined Sugars, Which 


was then confiderable, and. carry that 
Manufacture to Holland and Flanders; 
But the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms 
prevailed againſt them, and the Bill paſt; 
the Fatal Conſequences whereof ſoon 
appear'd, for the Exporters of Muſco- 
vadoe Sugars, drawing back Two Shil- 
lings and Four Pence per Cent. by that 
Act, and nine Pence per Cent. by the Act 
of Tannage and Poundage, Foreign Mar- 
kets were ſupply'd with Refined Sugars 
from other places cheaper, by about 
Twelve per Cent, than we could furniſh 
es them 
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them hence, by which means we were beat 
out of that Trade ; And tho' the Duty 
of Two Shillings and Four Pence per 
Ct. was not continued on the Expiration 
of That Act by the Parliament 2d V/. and 
M. (as they did the Threepence per Pound 


on Ned the bad Effects thereof being 


then apparent, yet tis difficult to retrieve 
a Loſt Trade, Trading Nations being 
like Expert Generals, who make Advanta- 
ges of the Miltakes of each other, and take 
care to hold what they get. 

By a Statute 4th and 5th W. M. 1 
Sillings per Tun was laid on Lapis Calami- 
zaris Dug here and Exported, on an 
Information given to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, that it was not to be had any where 


elſe; the Merchants concerned in the 


Exporting That Commodity made Ap- 
plication, and et forth, that ſuch a 
Duty would bring in Nothing to the 
Crown, but be a total Bar to its Expor- 
tation, yet the ACt paſt, and we were like 
to have a made fatal Experiment, for till 
the Statute of the 7th and 8th of the 
fame King, which reduced the Duty to 
Two $hillings per Fun, the Exportation 
ceaſed ; and in the mean time, thoſe 
Places, which had been diſcouraged from 
Digging and Calcining it, becanſe we 


underſold them, ſet again to Work, and 
ſupplied 
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ours. 
What Injury was done by the Act made 


in the gth and Ioth J. IIId. for the more 


effectual Preventing the Importation of 
Foreign Bonelace, &c. doth ſufficiently 
appear by the Preamble of That made in 
the 11th and 12th of the ſame Reign for 
Repealing it Three Months after the Pro- 


hibition of our Wollen Manufactures in 


Flanders (which was occaſioned by it) 
ſhould be there taken off; But I don't 
underſtand that 15 yet done, and it may 
prove an irrecoverable Loſs to the Nati- 
FO. 
I mention theſe things with great Sub- 
* miſſion to the Judgment of that Glorious 
Aſſembly, the Wiſdom and Strength of 
the Nation; to whom I only preſume 
with all Humility to offer my Thoughts, 


that it would very much tend to the put- 


ting Matters of Trade into a True Light 
before them, if they were firſt referred to 


5 2 Body of Men, well verſt in the true 


Principles thereof, and able to ſee through 


the Sophiſtical Arguments of contending 


| Parties, to be by them conſidered, and 
well digeſted, before they received the 
| Sanction of a Law. 


And as to Foreign Treaties ; I do not 


| think our Trade hath been ſo much bet- 


tered 


9 
ſupplied the Markets where we Vended 
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tered by them as it might have been, for 
want of ſuch a Committee; the Repreſen- 
tations made by Private Merchants, (who 
generally differ according as their Inter- 
eſts c}aſh with each other) tending ra. 
ther to diſtract, than to inform the G- 
vernment ; which would not be, if their 
firſt Applications were made to an Ex- 
perienc'd Committee, who had Judgment 
enough to ſubtract out of them what 
was proper to be offer'd; By which 
means, our Demands. wight be rendred 
ſhort and comprehenſive ; 

We have Natural Advantages in Trade 
above other Nations, beſides the Benefit 


of our Scituation, the Foundation of 


our Woollen Manufactures being as it 
were peculiar to our own Growth, and 
may be retained amongſt our ſelves : An 
Ad vantage the French have not, whoſe 
Wealth ariſeing chiefly from the Ex por— 


tation of their Wines, Brandy, Salt, 


Paper, Silks, and Linnens, both we and 
other Nations, have made ſuch a Progprels 
in them all fince the War began, as to 
render theirs leſs ſought for; whereas, 
nothing but our own Neglects, and ill 
Managements, can Jet our Neighbours 
into our ManufaQures, which we may 
| ſoon put a ſtop to, | by ſecuring our Wool 
at Home. 
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| cannot cloſe this Diſcourſe, without 
ſpeaking ſomething of Inſurance 3 The 


| firſt Deſign whereof was to Encourage the 


Merchants to Export more of our Product 


and Manufactures, when they knew how 
to eaſe themſelves in their Adventures,and 
to bear only ſuch a Proportion thereof as 
they were willing and able to do; but 
by the Irregular Practices of ſome Men, 
this firſt Intention is wholly obviated; 
{ who without any Intereſt, have put in 
early Policies, and gotten large Subſcrip- 


tions on Ships, only to make Advan- 


tage by Selling them to Others; and there- 
fore have Induſtriouſly promoted Falſe 
| Reports, and ſpread Rumours, to the 


Prejudice of the Ships and Maſters, filling 


| Mens Minds with Doubts, whereby the 


fair Trading Merchant, when he comes to 


| Inſure his Intereſt, either can get no one 


to Underwrite, or at ſuch high Rates, 


| that he finds it better to Buy the Others 


policies at Advance; by this means 
theſe Stock- Jobbers of Inſurance have as ic 
were turn'd it into a Wager, to the great 
Prejudice of Trade; Likewiſe many ill 


: deſigning Men, their Policies being over- 
| valued, have (to the Abhorrence of Honeſt 


Traders, and to the Scandal of Trade it 
(elf ) contriv'd the Loſs of their ownShips; 
On the other fide, the Underwriters, 

when 
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when a Loſs is ever ſo fairly proved, 
boggle in their Payments, and force the 
Inſured to be content with leſs than their 
Agreements, for fear of engaging them- 
ſelves in long and chargeable Suits. 

Now if the Parliament would pleaſe 
to take theſe things into their Conſide- 
ration, they may reduce Inſurance to 
its firſt Intention, by obliging the Inſu- 
red to bear ſuch a Proportionable part 
of his Adventure (the Premio included) 
as to them ſhall ſeem fit, and alſo the 
Inſurers, when a loſs is fully made out, | 
to pay their Subſcriptions without Abate- Þ {| 
ment, which will prevent both; and if FF i 
any Differences ſhould ariſe, to direct i 
eaſie ways for adjuſting them, without ! 
attending long Iſſues at Law, or being | 
bound up toſuch nice Rules in their Þ | 
Proofs, as the Affairs of Foreign Trade Þ c 
will not admit. 

| I know, that by a Clauſe in a Statute 

- We. made primo be the wilful Caſting 
mg 41 

way Ships AWAY, Burning, or otherwiſe deſtroy- 

| by the ing a Ship, by any Captain, Maſter, 

Owners. Mariner, or other Officer belonging 

to it, is made Felony, without Benefit 

of Cler gy ; But that Statute 1s fo 

quality d, that it is difficult to Convil 

the Offender, becauſe the Fact muſt be 


done, to the Prejudice of the Owner 
| or 


aud the POOR. 
or Owners, or of any Merchant or Mer- 
chants that ſhall load Goods thereon, elſe 
he doth not come within its Penalty, fo 
it doth not reach the Evil I here mention, 
viz, the Abominable Contrivance of the 
Owners to have their own Ships deſtroy- 
ed, in order to make an Advantage by 
their Inſurances ; (a Crime ſo black in it 
| ſelf, that it cannot be mentioned with- 
| out Horror). Theſe Men, when they 
| frame their dark Deſigns, will take 
care, for the Security of thoſe they 
employ, that none beſides themſelves 
ſhall load Goods on the Ships they 
intend ſhall be thus deſtroyed, and 
it cannot be ſuppoſed that they receive 
Prejudice thereby themſelves, ſo the 
Proſecution on that Statute is evaded ; 
But if theInſured were bound to make 
| Out their Intereſts, and to bear a Propor- 
tionable part of the Loſs themſelves, this 
would as it were Naturally prevent ſuch 
| Scandalous Practices. 
| Wetlber 
Before I enter o the Buſineſs of the % price 


Poor, I will conſider of a Queſtion & Labour 
| that hath ariſen, and I have heard 55 
| ſometimes debated by Men of good 7 ere. 
' Underſtanding, which is, Whether the ene i 


our Pre- 


ö Labour of the Poor being ſo high, pats. 


does not hinder Improvements 1nz,,,,-... 
OUT zure-. 
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our Product and Manufactures; Which 
having ſome Relation to the Subjed 
Matter of this Diſcourſe, 1 ſhall # 
my Thoughts thereon, with Submiſſion 
to better Judgments, viz. That both our 


Product and Manufactures may be car- 
ry'd on to Advantage, without t running | 


down the Labour of the Poor. 
As to the firſt, our Product, I am of 
opinion, that 'the running down the 
Labour of the Poor is no advantage to it, 
nor is it the Intereſt of that part of the 
Kingdom called Exgland to do it, nor can 
the People thereof live on ſo low 
W ages as they do in other Countries; for 
we muſt conſider, that Wages muſt bear 
a Rate in all Nations according to the 
Price of Proviſions; where Wheat is 
ſold for One Shilling per Buſhel, and al! 
things ſuitable, a labouring Man may at- 
ford to Work for Three Pence a day, 23 
well as he can for Twelve Pence, where 


it is fold for Four Shillings ; and this 


Price of Wheat ariſes chiefly from the Va- 


lue ef Land; For it cannot be imagined, 


that the Farmer who gives Twenty Shil- 
lings per Acre, can afford it as low as he 
whoſe Lands coſt him but Five Shillings 
per Acre, and produces the ſame Crop, nor 
can Labour be expected to be ſo low in 


"ſuch a Country, as in the other ; 3 This is 


the 


41 „ . 


TN o eee e 
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the Caſe of England, whoſe Lands yeild- 


ing great Rents, require good Prices 
for the Product; and this is the Free- 
holders Ad vantage; for ſuppoſing Necef- 
ſaries to be the Current Payment for La- 
bour, in ſuch caſes, whether we call a 
Buſhel of Wheat One Shilling, or Four 


Shillings, it will be all one co him, 
for ſo much as he pays, but not for the 


Overplus of his Crop, which makes a 
great Difference into his Pocket ; you 


cannot fall Wages, unleſs you fall Pro- 


duct; and if you fall Product, you mult 


| neceſſarily fall Lands. 


And as for the Second, our Manufac- 


| tures, I am of Opinion, that they may 


be carryed on to Advantage, without 


| running down the Labout of the Poor; 
for which I offer 


1. Obſervation, or Experience of what 


| hath been done; we have and daily do 
| ſee that it is ſo; The Refiners of Sugars 
| ell for Six Pence per Pound, what yeild- 
| ed formerly Twelve Pence; The Di- 
| ſtillers ſell their Spirits for one half of 


what they formerly did; Glaſs Bottles, 
vilk-Stockins, and other Manufactures 
(too many to be here enumerated) are 
fold for not much more than half the 
Price they were ſome years ſince, with- 
out falling the Labour of the Poor. 5 

H . t 
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98 A Diſcourſe on TRADE 
But then the Queſtion will be, how 
- this is done ? Truly it proceeds from the 
Ingenuity of the Manufacturer, and the 
Improvements he attains to in the ways 
of his Working; Thus the Refiners of 
Sugars go through that Operation by 
eafter Methods, and in leſs time, than 
their Predeceſſors did; Thus the Diſtill- 
ers draw more Spirits from the things 
they work on, than thoſe formerly did 
who taught them the Art; The Glaſs 
maker hath found a Quicker way of 
making it out of things which coſt him 
little; Silk-Stockings are Wove; Tobacco 
is cut by Engines; Books are Printed: 
Deal- Boards are Sawn with Mills; Lead 
is Smelted by Wind-Furnaces; all which 2 
| fave the Labour of many Hands, ſo the WO ,, 
Wages of thoſe employed need not be ;; 
fallen. 
Beſides which, there is a Cunning crept I p. 
into Trades; The Clock- maker hath im- M 
proved his Art to ſuch a degree, that La- N ge 
bour and Materials are the leaſt Part the N 
Buyer pays for; The variety of our 
Woollen Manufactures is ſo pretty, that E; 
Faſhion makes a thing worth twice the by 
Price it is ſold for after, the Humour off, 
the Buyer carrying a great Sway in itz 


| an 
Value; Artificers, by Tools and Lave qu: 
fitted for different Uſes, make ſuch Ma 


2 


things 
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things, as would puzzle a ſtander by to 


ſet a Price on, according to the worth 
of Mens Labour; z the Plummer by new 
Inventions caſts a Tun of ſhot for Ten 
Shillings, which might ſeem to deſerve 
Forty. 

The ſame Art is crept into Navigation : 3 
Freights are much fallen from what they 
formerly were at, and yet Sailor's Wages 

are ſtill the lame; Ships are built more 
for Stowage, and made ſtrong enough to 
Le loaden between Decks, and Voyages 
are performed in leſs time; Wool is 


WW Steved into them by ſuch proper Inſtru- 


ments, that three or four Baggs are put, 
| W where one wovld not elſe lye; Cranes 
and Blocks help to draw up more for 
© W one Shilling, then Mens Labour without 
them would do for Five. 

| New Projections are every day ſet on 
| Foot to render the making our Woollen 
Manufactures eaſy, which ſhould be ren- 
der'd cheaper by the Contrivance of the 


Labour; Cheapnels creates Expence,and 
Expence gives freſh Employments, where- 
by the Poor will be ſtil] kept at Work. 
The fame for our Product; Mines 
[and Pitts are drained by Engines and A- 
quæducts inſtead of Hands; the Husband- 


H a low, 


Manufacturers, not by falling the Price of 


Man turns up the Ground with his Sul- 


99 


190 A Diſcourſe m Tnavm 
low, not Diggs it with his Spade; co- 
vers his Grain with the Harrow, not 
with the Rake; brings home his Harveſt 
with Carts, not on Mens Backs; and 
many other eaſy Methods are uſed, both 
for Improving of Land, and raifing its 
Product, which leſſen the number of 
Labourers, and make room for better 
Wages to be given thoſe who are Im- 
ployed. | j 

Nor am I of their Opinion, who think 
the running down the Price of our 
Growth and Product, that ſo they may 
buy Proviſions cheap, an Advantage to 
the Inland Trade of this Kingdom, but 
of the contrary, _ n 

To underſtand this rightly, let us be- 
gin with the Shop · keeper, or Buyer and 
Seller, who is the Wheel whereon the 
Inland Trade turns, as he buys of the 

Importer and Manufacturer, and (ſells 
again to the Country; ſuppoſe this Man 
ſpends Two Hundred Pounds per An- 
num in all things neceffary for himſelf 
and Family, as Proviſions, Cloaths, 

Houſe Rent, and other Expences , the 

Queſtion will be, what part of this is 

laid out in Fleſh, Corn, Butter, Cheeſe 

e. barely conſidered according to their 

firſt Coft in the Market? I preſume Fifty 

or Sixty pounds per Annum to be - 
moſt, 


F | 
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moſt, whereon the Advance to him will 
not be ſo much by keeping up our Pro- 
duct to a good Rate, as the Profits which 
will conſequently ariſe in his Trade will 
amount unto; For by this means the 
Farmer will be enabled to give a better 
Rent to his Landlord, who may then 
keep a more Plentiful Table, ſpend more 
Wine, Fruit, Sugars, Spices, and other 
things wherewith he is furniſhed from 
the City, ſuit himſelf and his Family 


oftner, and carry on a greater Splendour 


in every thing; the Farmer according to 
his condition may do the ſame, and give 
bigher Wages to the Labourers imployed 
in Husbandry, who may then live better, 
and buy new Cloaths oftner, inſtead of 
patching up old ones; by this means the 
Manufacturers will be encouraged to give 
2 better Price for Wool! and Labour, 
| when they ſhall find a Vent as faſt as they 
| can make; and a Flux of Wealth cauſing 
| a Variety of Faſhions, will add Wings 

to their Inventions, when they {hall 
ſee their ManufaQtures ad vanced in their 
| Values by the Buyer's Fancy; This like- 
| wiſe will encourage the Merchants to en- 
| creaſe their Exports, when they ſhall 
| find a quick Vent for their Imports; By 
which regular Circulation, Payments 
will be ſhort, and all will grow rich; 
OL: H 3 : But 
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But when Trade deadens in the Foun- 
tain, when the Gentlemen and the Far- 
mers are kept low, every one in his order 
feels it, It being moſt certain, and 
grounded on the Oblervation of all Men | 
who have lookt into it, That in thoſe | 
Countrys where Proviſions are Cheap, | 
the People are generally Poor, both pro- 
ceeding from the want of Trade; ſo 
that he who will give a right Judgment 
in this Matter, muſt not conſider things 

only as they offer themſelves at the firſt 
Sight, but as they will be in their Con- 
ſequences. SZ 
As to the other part of Great Britain b 
called Scotland, I can ſay little with Re- | 
lation to this Matter, my Knowledge 
of that part of the Kingdom being not | 
ſufficient co enable me-to do it: But | i 
am apt to believe, that the ſame General 1 
Maxim muſt hold good there allo, viz. 
That the*Rates of Labour mult be accord- 
ing to the Prices of Proviſions, and | 
thoſe according to the Rents of the 
Lands. f 
Having thus gone through the State 
of the Nation with reſpect to its Trade, 
V 
1 
[ 


Lbs Poor, 


I wil! next conſider it with reſpect to the 

Poor. | 
And here it cannot but ſeem ſtrange, 
t this Kingdom, which ſo much a- 
bounds 
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bounds in Product and Manufactures, be- 
ſides the Imploy ment given in Navigati- 
on, ſhould- want work for any of its 
people; the Dutch, who have little of 
the two former, 7 compared with us, 
and do not exceed us in the latter, ſuf- 
fer ao Beggars; whereas we, whoſe 
Wealth conſiſts in the Labour of our In- 
habitants, ſeem to encourage them in 


an Idle way of Living, contrary to their 


own and the Nations Intereſt. 
The Curſe under which Man firſt fell 


was Labour, That by the Swear of bis 


Brows he ſhould eat his Bread ; This is 
a (tate of Happineſs, it compared to 
that which attends Idleneſs; He that 
walks the Streets of London, and obſerves 
the Fatigues uſed by the Beggars to make 
themſel ves ſeem Objects of Charity, muſt 


conclude, that they take more Pains 


than an Honeſt Man doth at his Trade, 
and yet ſeem not to get Bread to eat; 
Beggary is now become an Art or Myſte— 


ry, to which Children are brought up 


from their Cradles; any thing that may 
move Compaſſion is made a Livelyhood, 

a Sore Leg or Arm, or for want thereof 
a Pretended one ; the Tricks and De- 


vices I have obſerved to be uſed by theſe 


People, have often made me think, 
that thoſe Parts, if better employed, 
ll 4  _ - - _ 
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104 A Diſcourſe on TRADE 
might be made uſeful. 0 "The: Ne 
tion. 


Here I will confider, © 
1. What hath been the Cauſe of this 


Miſchief of Idleneſs, and how it hath 


crept in upon us. 
2. What muſt be done to > reſtrain its 


going farther, 
. What Methods are proper to be u- 

ſed, in order to make a Proviſion for 
thoſe who are paſt their Labour. | 

As to the Firſt z we ſhall find that | 
it hath proceeded, partly from the A- 
buſe of thoſe Laws we have, and partly | 
from want of better; Licences for Alc- 
houſes were at firſt granted for good 
Ends, not to draw men aſide from their 
Labour by Games and Sports, but to ſup- 
port and refreſh them under it; and as 
they were then a Maintenance to the A- 
ged, ſo Poor Families had Opportunities 
of being ſupplyed with a Cup of Ale 
from Abroad, who could not keep it at 
Home; great ' Obſervation was alſo made 
to prevent Idle Tipling, our Fore-Fa- 
thers confidered, that time ſo ſpent was 
a Loſs to the Nation, whoſe Intereſt was 
improved by the Labour of its Inhabi- 
tants; Whereas Ale-houſes are now en- 
couraged, to promote the Income of 
Exciſe, on whom there muſt be no Re- I. 

ſtraint, 


ſtraint, leſt the King's Revenue ſhould 
be leſſened ; Thus we live by Senſe, and 
look only at things we ſee, without re- 


volving on what the Iſſue will be, not 


conſidering, that the Labour of each 
Man, if well employ'd, whilſt he ſits ; in 
an Ale-houſe, would be worth much 
more to the Nation, than the Exciſe he 
pee, Se ac Wo | 

But above all, our Laws to ſet the 
Poor at Work are ſhort and Defecti ve, 
tending rather to Maintain them ſo, then 
do raiſe them to a better way of Living ; 

'Tis true, thoſe Laws deſign well, but 
conſiſting only in Generals, and not re- 


ducing things to Practicable Methods, 


| they fall ſhort of anſwering their Ends, 
and thereby render the Poor more bold, 
when they know the Pariſh Officers are 


bound, either to provide them Work, 


| or to give them Maintenance. | 
No, if we delighted more in the En- 
couraging our Manufactures, our Poor 


might be better Employed, and then 


'twould be a ſhame, for any Perſon capa- 


ble of Labour, to live Idle; which leads 


me to the Second Conſideration, What 
| muſt be done to reſtrain this Habit of I- 
dleneſs from going farther. | 
{ Herel find, that nothing but good 
Laus can do it, ſuch as may provide Work 


for 


105 


| 
| 
| 
q 


106 
for thoſe who are willing, and force 
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them to Work that are able; And for 
this aſe J think Work-houſes very ex- 
pedient, but they muſt be Founded on 
{uch Principles, as may employ the Poor, 
for which they muſt be fitted, and the 
Poor for them; wherein Employments 
muſt be provided for all forts of People, 


who muſt alſo be compelled to go thither 


when ſent, and the Work-houſes to re- 
ceive them; and the Materials which 
ſeem moſt proper for them are Simples, 
ſuch as Wool], Hemp, Cotton, and the 
like, which may either be ſent in by the 


Manufacturers, or be bought up on a 


Stock raiſed for that End; Theſe will 
employ great Numbers, of both Sexes, 
and all Ages, either by Beating and Fit- 
ting the Hemp, or by Dreſſing and Spin- 
ning the Flax, or by Carding and Spin- 
ning the Wool and Cotton, of Different 
Fineneſſes; and if a Reward was given 
to that Perſon who ſhould {pin the Fine- 
eſt Thred of either, as they do in Ireland 
for their Linnen, to be adjudged Yearly, 


and paid by the County, or by any o- 


ther manner as ſhall be thought fit, 
'ewonld very much promote Induſtry 
and Ingenuity, whilſt every one being 
ſtir'd up by Ambition, and Hopes of 
Profit, would endeavour to exceed 1 

reit; 
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reſt; by which means we ſhould alſo 
grow:more excellent in our Manufac- 


who deſire to Work at Home, or the 
Manufacturers fromEmploying them, the 
Deſign being to Provide places tor thoſe 


who care not to Work any where, and 


to Make the Pariſh Officers more Induſ- 
trious to find them out, when they know 


whither to ſend them, by which means 


they would de better able to maintain 
the Impotent. | 

It ſeems alſo convenient, that theſe 
Work-houſes, when ſetled in Cities and 


Nor ſhould theſe Houſes hinder any 
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great Towns, ſhould not be only Paro- 


chial, but one or more in each Place, as 


will beſt ſuit it; which would prevent 


the Poors being ſent from Pariſh to Pa- 
riſh, and Provided for no where; and 
when once the Poor ſhall come by ule 
to be in love with Labour, twill be 
ſtrange to ſee an Idle Perſon , Then they 
will be ſo far from being a Burthen to 
the Nation, that they will become its 
Wealth, aud their own Lives alſo will 
be more comfortable to them. 

There are other things which will em- 
ploy the Poor beſides our Manufactures, 


and are alſo equally Beneficial to the 


Nation; ſuch as Navigation, Husbandry, 
 H 23 iT a 
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and Handicrafts; here if theſe or ſuch 
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like Rules were obſerved, they might be 


made more Adyantageous to all. © 
As Firſt, Let the Juſtices of the Peace 


have Power to aſſign Youth to Artificers, 


Husbandry, Manufacturers, and Mari- 
ners, and to bind them Apprentices for 
a Time certain, at ſuch Ages as they ſhall 
think 'em fit to go on thoſe Employments, 
who ſhould alſo be obliged to receive 
them; and tho? this may at firſt ſeem hard, 
as hindring the Maſters from taking Ser. 
vants who may bring them Money, yet 
after ſome time it will not, when thoſe 
who were ſo bound out themſelves, ſhall 
only do for others what was done for 
them before; and this alſo may be now 
made good to them, by ſuch an Over- 


plus of years in their Apprentiſhips, as 


may be an Equivalent to the Money. 
And as for thoſe of Elder years, who 

will rather Beg than Work, let them be 

forced to ſerve the King in his Fleet, or 


the Merchants on board their Ships ; the 


and ſuch like Employments, let them be 


Sea is very good to cure ſore Leggs and 
Arms, eſpecially ſuch as are Counterfeits, 
againſt which, the Capſtern, with the 


Taunts of the Sailors, is a certain Re- 


medy. 
Next, for Ale-houſes; Coffee houſes, 


kept 
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have numerous Families. 

Let Maſters of Ships be obliged to car- 
ry with them ſome Landmen every 
Voyage, which will increaſe our Seamen, 
and let the Juſtices have Power to force 
them to receive ſuch as are willing to en- 
ter themſelves, and to ſettle the Rates of 
their Wages. 
Let Young People be prohibited from 
Hawking about the ſtreets, and from Sing- 
ing Ballads; if theſe things be allowed, 
they are fatter for Age. 0 | 
_  Stage-Plays, Lotteries, and Gaming- 


houſes ſhould be ſtrictly looked after, 


Youth, in this Age of Idleneſs and Lux- 
ury, being not only drawn aſide by them, 
but alſo more willing to put themſelves 
on ſuch eaſy ways of living, than on 
Labour. „ 
Theſe and ſuch like Methods, being 
Improved y the Wiſdom of a Parlia- 
ment, may tend, not only to the Intro- 
ducing a Habit of Virtue amongſt us, 


but alſo to the making Multitudes of 


People ſerviceable, who are now uſeleſs 
to the Nation ; there being ſcarce any 
one, who is not capable of doing ſome- 
thing cowards his Maintenance, and 


what his Labour doth fall ſhort, muſt 
be made up by Charity; but as things 


now 


tog 
kept only by Aged People, or ſuch who 
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did by his Labour add one Half. penny 
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now are,no Man knows where 'tis rightly 
plac'd, by which means thoſe who are tru- 
ly Objects do not partake thereof; And 
let it be conſider'd, that if every Perſon 


per diem to the Publick, twould bring in 
Seven Millions fix Hundred and Four 
Thouſand one Hundred Sixty fix Pounds 
Thirteen Shillings per Annum, (account- 
ing Ten Millions of Peopletto be in the 
Kingdom) ſo vaſt a Sum may be raiſed 
from a Multitude, if every one adds a 
little. 

Nor 1s the ſending lazy People to our 
Plantations abroad (who can neither by 


good Laws be forced, or by Rewards be 


encourag d to work at home) ſo pre- 
judicial ro the Nation as fome do ima- 
gine, where they muſt expect another 
fort of Treatment, if they will not 
labour; 'tis true, they give no help 
in the Manufactures here, but That 
is made up in the Product they raiſe 
there, which is alſo Profit to the Na- 
tion; Beſides, the Humours and other 
Circumſtances of People are to be en- 
quired into, {ome have been very uſeful 
there, who would never haveteen ſo 
here : And if the People of this King- 
dom be employ'd to the Advantage of 
the Community, no Matter in what wh 

f 
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of the King's Dominions it is ; many 
hundreds by going to thoſe Plantations, 
have become profitable Members to the 


Common-wealth, who had they conti- 


nued here, had ſtill remain'd Idle Drones; 


now they raiſe Sugar, Cotton, Tobacco, 
and other things, which employ Sailors 


abroad, and Manufacturers at home, all 
which being the Product of Earth and 
Labour, I take to be the Wealth of the 
Nation. 8 

The Employmeut of Watermen on 
the River {hames breeds many Sailors, 
and it were good to keep them ſtill 
fll'd with Apprentices 3 alſo the Em- 
ployment of Bargemen, Lightermen, and 
Trowmen, both on That and other 
Rivers, does the ſame, who ſhould be 
encouraged to breed up Landmen, and 
ht them for the Sea. 

Idleneſs is the Foundation of all thoſe 
Vices which prevail among us, People, 
aiming to be maintained any way rather 
than by Labour, betake themſelves to all 
forts of Villanies; the ill Conſequences 
whereof cannot be prevented, but by 
encouraging Youth in an early delight 
of Living by Induſtry, and on what 
they ſhall call their Own, rather than by 
Dependance on others, wnich will keep 
upa true Britiſh Spirit, and put them on 

Honeſt 


rin 
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Honeſt Endeavours, and this will get 
them Credit and Reputation, and give 

them Opportunities of advancing their 
Fortunes; and if ſuch an Emulation 
went through the Kingdom, we ſhould 
not have ſo many Lazy Beggars, or Li- 

F centious Livers, as now there are; Nor 

1 is GOD more honour'd among any, 

| than He is among ſuch Induſtrious Peo- 

ple, who abhor Vice, on equal Princi- 

ples of Religion and good Husbandry, 

Labour being uſually a Barrier againſt 

Sin, which doth generally enter at the 
Doors of Idleneſs. 5 

The Third Conſideration is, What 

Methods muſt be uſed to provide for 

thoſe, who either are not able to work, or 

whoſe Labour can't ſupport their Charge; 

Here l take Alms-houſes to be good Gifts, 

where they are deſigned to relieve Old 

Age, or Educate Youth ; not to maintain 

idle Beggars, or eaſe Rich Pariſhes, but 

to provide for thoſe who have been bred 

up in Careful Employments, tho'_ not 

ae. kg. able to ſtem the Current of Croſs For- 

ward Col. tunes: Two ſuch have been ſumptuouſly 

3 Founded, and ſuitably Endowed, in 

2 Brigel the City of Briſtol, by Edward Colſon, Eſq; 

a Merchant and Native thereof, who is 
ſtill living; one of them for Twenty 
Four Men and Women, who had for- 

merly 
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merly lived well; the Other for One 
Hundred Boys, to be Educated in the 


Principles of Vertue, and afterwards (et 


out to Trades, whereby they may get 
their Livelihoods ; ; a Charity fo great in 
ics felt, and carried on ſo free from 
Oſtentation, that the like is not to be 
ſeen in any Part of this Kingdom, of 
the Free Gift of One Gentleman, in his 
Life time ; which he hath ſettled in the 
Society of Merchants Adventurers within 
That City, of whoſe' Care and Fidelity 
inthe wel! Management thereof, he is fol- 


ly Satisfied. 
Another way to provide for thoſe who 


are true Objects of Charity is, by taking 
Care that the Poors Rates be made with 
more equality in Cities and great Towns, 
eſpecially in the former where the gr eateſt 


Number of Poor uſually reſiding toge- 
ther in the Suburbs or Out-PFariſhes, are 
| very Serviceable by their Labours to the 
Rich, in carrying on their Trades ; yet 
when Age, Gicknels, or a Numerous 
Family, make them deſire Relief, their 
chief Dependance muſt be on people but 
one ſtep above their own Conditions; 


by which means theſe Ont-Pariſhes are 


more burthened in heir Payments, than 


the In-Pariſhes are, cho' much Richer, 


and ! is one Reaſon why they are ſo ill 
1 Inhabited, 
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Inhabited, no Man careing to come to 3 
certain Charge: And this is attended with 
another ill Conſequence, the want of 
better Inhabitants making way for thoſe 
Ditorders which eaſily grow among the 
Poor; whereas, if Cities and Towns were 
made but one Poors Rate, or equally di. 
vided into more, theſe Inconveniencies 
would be removed, and the Poor be 
maintained by a more equal Contributi- 
ON. 
And that a better Proviſion may be 
made for the Relief of Sailors (who 


hae ing ſpent their Labours in the Service 5 
of the Nation, and through Age and Di- 
aſters are no longer fit for the Fatigues of 5 
theSea, ought to be takenCare ot at Home) 
let a ſmall Deduction be made from tb. 


Freights of Ships, and from Seamens = 
Wages, to be Collected by a Society ol . 
honeſt Men in every Sea Port; This M:-. 
with what Additions might be made by 
the Gifts of Worthy Benefactors, would 
be ſufficient to Raiſe a Fund, to maintain, . 


them in their Old-Age, who in tber ins 
Youths were our Walls and Bulwarks; 460 
But it muſt be ſettled by Lew, and 10 the 
Man left at his Liberty 1. he willens 
pay or no; Theſe are generally the mull My. 
Laborious people that we have; 1 co nfeng. 
mean thoſe ſcoundrel Fellow s, who oft 
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cr:2p in under that Name, but the true 
$4ilor, who can tura his hand to any thing 
rather then Begging, and I am many times 
troubled to fee the Miſerable Conditions 
the) and their Families are reduced to, 
when their Labours are done; Almſ- 
Foules Raiſed for thein, are as great Acts 
of Piety as Building of Churches; Age 
ſ,QITES Relief, eſpecially where Youth 
h:th been ſpear i in Labour ſo Profitable to 
ihe Pudlick as That of a Sailor ; And not 
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only taemſelves, but o_ \V:idows ought, 


to be provided for : la this the Worthip- Sailors 


fal Societ; of the Merchants Adventurers _— their 


wihin the City of Zriſtol are a Worthy 
Pattern. 
\nd as for thoſe who looſe their Lives 
al " LOR Lighting agun't the Enemy, 
aelves or Famili:s 047A to be re- 
ded with Bruntifol Stigends, which 
1 Kailed by 4 TAL: | d0Q58 nv t Would 
be cheerfully paid; Tis attend ied with 
id Thoughts, when a Woman fees her 


Husband Preſt into the Service, and 


knows if He miſcarries her Family is un- 
done, and She and They muſt come to 
the Pariſh; whereas if this Proviſion 
was made, the Fleet would be moreeaſfily 
Mann'd, our Merchants Ships better de- 
tended, Sailors more ready to ſerve in 
both, and their Wives to let them go 
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But great Care muſt be taken, that this 
Charity be not Abuſed, by being put into 
the Pockets of thoſe who are appointed to 
diſpoſe of it. 

Theſe or ſuch like Heads being laid 
down in a former Diſcourſe on this Sub- 
ject, the Magiſtrates of the City of 
Briſtol were the firſt that approved of the 
Scheme, and deſired the Subſtance thereof 
might be reduced to Particulars, ſuitable 
for that Place; whereupon the following 
Propoſals were laid before them, vix. 

That a Spacious Work-Houſe be erected 
in ſome Vacant place within this City 
on 2 General Charge, large enough for 
the Poor who are to be Employed there- 
in, and alſo with Rooms for ſuch, who 


being unable to Work, are to be 7elieved 


by Charity. 

That the Rules of this Houſe be ſuch, 
as may force all Perſons to Work, that 
are able, and encourage the Manufactu— 
rers of this City to ſupply them with Ma- 
terials to Work on; Which they will be 
ready to do, having ſo good a ſecurity 
a5 this will be for their being returned to 
them again when Wrought u 

That all People who are not able to 
maintain their Children may put them in- 


to this Work-Houſe or Hoſpital at what 


Ages they will, where they ſhall be 
ſettled 


ſettled till the Age of Years, by 
which means they may in the end be of no 
Charge to the ſaid Work-Houſe or Hoſpi- 
tal; And the good Effects will be theſe, 
Children will be bred up to Labour, Prin- 
ciples of Virtue will de implanted in 
them early by the Good Government 
thereof, and Lazineſs and Beggary will 
be diſcouraged. 


That the Antient People who are paſt 


their Labours ſhall have Lodgings, and 


Weekly Pay, or be otherwiſe provided for 


according to their Wants, who may ſtil] 
do ſomething towards their Maintenance, 


and the Women may look after the young 


Children. 
That the Rates of the Poor of this 


City, being all united into one common 


| Fund, may be enough to carry on this 
| good Work; By which means the Ma- 
giſtrates will be freed from the Trouble 
which they daily have about the Settle- 
ment of the Poor, the Pariſh-Officers 
will be eaſed, the Poors Stock will not 
be ſpent in Law, but they will be provi- 
ded for, without being ſent from Pariſh 
| fo Pariſh, and their Children will be 
ſettled in ways of being Serviceable to 


the Publick Good, and not be bred up in | 


all manner of Vice, as now they are. 
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That the Governours ot this Hoſpital 


or Work-Houte have Power to force all 
Poor People to Work in ic, who do not 


| betake themlelves to {ome Lawiul Imploy- 


ment elſewhere, but ſpend their Time 
Lazily and Idly. . 

That the faid Governors have Power to 
ſettle out the young People at ſuch Ages 
as they (hall think fit; the Boys to Na- 
vigation, Husbandry, and Manufactures, 
the Maids in Service, and to bind the 
Appreatices for certain Years. | 

That this will prevent Children from 
being Starved, by the Poverty of their 
Parents, and neglect of the Fariſh Officers, 
which 15 now a great Loſs to the Nation; 
foraſmuch as every Perſon if Imployec, 
would by his Labour add to the Wealth 


of the Publick. 


That this will encourage Men of Cha- 
rity to make Endowmenis, when they 
ſhall ſee their Bounties ſo well laid 
out. 


That Application be made, in order to 


procure an Act of Parliament, for the bet- 
ter Carrying on chis Work. 

Which Propoſals being conſidered of 
in ſeveral Meetings of the Citizens Ap- 
pointed for that Purpoſe, were with 
ſome Alterations made the Model for 


5 


R 


an Ad of Parliament, which paſt An 
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Septinro & Ocbavo Culielmi Tertii, being 


the firſt Act of that Nature, from which 
ſundry A&s for many other Places have 
taken their Frame; and tho'the Promo- 
ters thereof, met with more difliculties and 
diſcouragements in the Execution, than 
they did expect, yet to the Honour of 
thoſe Gentlemen it muſt be ſaid, that 
they never lookt back, but with the uc- 
moſt Application, proſecuted what they 
had undertaken, till they brought it to 
ſuch a State, as to render it Plain and 
Practicabie to their Succeſſors; 5 And ibis 
good Effect it hath had, that there is not 
à common Beggar, or di orderly Vagranr, 
ſeen in their Streets, but Charity 1s given 
in its proper Place and Manner, and the 


Magiſtrates are freed from the daily 
Trouble they had with the Poor, and the 
Pariſhes they lived in, and are diſcharged 


from theInvidious Fatigues of therrSettle- 
ments, when a great deal of what ſhould 
have maintained them, was ſpent in de- 
termining what Pariſhes were to do 
if, 

J wiſh it could be ſ2id fo of the Two 
Metropolitan Cities of Ergland and Ire- 
land, where ſuch Swarms of L1zy Beg- 
gars peſter the Streets, that they are not 
only Troubleſome, but alſo Nauſeous to 
the Behold ers; And the Church Doors 

14 1 are 


119 


120 


A Diſcourſe 6 on TRADE 


are ſo crouded with them, that you can 
ſcarce paſs to your Devotion; ; nor do 
you know when you beſtow your Chari: 
ty rightly, Thoſe who do not deſerve 
it, taking ſuch Methods to move Com- 
paſſion, that you cannot eaſily diſtinguiſh 
them from thoſe who do. 

And ſince I have mentioned this Act, 
and the well Executing thereof by the firſt 


Undertakers, I think it cannot be amiſs 


to ſet it forth Verbatin (being never 
yet Printed, ſave only ſome Copies for 
the Uſe of the Corporation) together 
with the ſteps whereby the firſt Guardians 
proceeded, as it was laid before the Par- 
liament Auno 1700; which I have done 
inthe Appendix, becauſe it may probably 
be of Uſe to thoſe, who ſhall be willing 
to take Pains in a Work of ſuch Service, 
both to God and the Publick. 

But becauſe this Act was adapted only 
for Cities and great Towns, and can't be 
a Model for the Counties at large, I will 
here ſabjoyn ſuch Methods as may be 
proper to carry on this Charitable Deſign 
throughout the whole Kingdom, if Pow- 
er be given by ſome Pablick AQ of 
Parliament, for all Places to Incorporate 
who are willing (but may not be able to 


be at the Charge of a Private Act) and 


gy Build, or otherwiſe Provide, Hoſpitals, 
Work- 
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Work · Houſes, and Houſes of Correction, 
for the better Maintaining and [mploy- 
ing their Poor, under the Management of 
ſach Corporations ; ; which in the Coun- 
ties muſt be by uniting One or More 
Hundreds, whoſe Pariſhes muſt be com- 
prehended in one Poors Rate, and each 
of them contribute to the Charge thereof, 
not by bringing them to an equal Pound 
Rate on their Lands and Perſonal Eſtates, 
433 in Cities and great Towns, but by 
Taxing every Pariſh according to what it 
paid before, there not being the ſame 
Parity of Reaſon for that way of Railing 
Mony in the Hundreds, as there is in Ci- 
ties and Towns z becauſe i in the former, 
the Pariſhes do riot receive an equal Bene- 
fic from the Labour of the Poor of other 
Pariſhes, as they do in the latter 3 which 
Hoſpitals, Work- Houſes, and Houſes of 
Correction, to be provided at the General 
Charge of the Pariſhes thus united, ac- 
cording to the Proportion that each of 
them pays to the Poor. 

The Guardians of theſe Corporations 
to conſiſt of all the Juſtices of the Peace 


Inhabiting within the ſeveral Pariſhes thus 


united, together with a Number of Ia- 
habitants choſen out of each Pariſh, in 
Proportion to the Sum of Money it Pays; 5 


| which. Choice to be made every Year, 
. or 
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or once in Two Years, when one half of 


thoſe that were firſt choſen muſt go out, 
and the Remainer (tay in, tolnſ{truct thoſe 
who were lait choſen ; the Electors to be 
the Frecholders of per Annum; 
and on the Death of any Guardian, ano. 
ther to be choſen in his Room, by the 
Pariſh for which he ſerved. 

That the Guardians being thus ſettled, 
they (hall have Power to chuſe a Gover- 
nor, Deputy-Governor, Treaiuter and 
Aſſiſtants, Yearly, and to hold Covrts, 


and make By-Laws, and appoint a Com- 


mon- Seal; and alſo to Summoa the Inha- 


ditants to anſwer to Matters rejating to the 


Corporation; and to compel all People, 
who ſeek for Relief, to dwell in their 


Hoſpitals and Work Houſes, if they fee 


fit; and to take in Young People of Both 


Sexes, and breed them up to Work, who 


they ſhall alſo be obliged toTeach to Write 
and Read, and what elſe ſhall be thought 
neceſſary, and then to bind them out 
Apprentices; and likewiſe to Provide 


for the Aged and Impotent, and to 


aſſiſt thoſe whoſe Labours will not 
Maintain their Charges, and to apprehend 
Rogues, Vagrants and Beggars, and cauſe 
them to be ſet at Work, and alſo to inflict 
reaſonable Correction where they ſee it 


5 neceſſary, 
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neceſſary, and to entertain proper Officers, 
and pay them out of the Stock; with 
a Clauſe to ſecure them from vexatious 
Saits z And they muit be obliged once 
in. at leaſt to hold a Ge- 
neral Court, where the Governor, De- 
puty- Governour, or one half of the 


Aſſiſtants, together with ſuch a proporti- 


onable Number of the Guardiars as they 
ſhall agree on, ſhall be preſent. 

That the Court ſhall once in Six 
Months agree and ſettle how much Money 
will be neceſſary for Maintaining and 
Imploying the Poor for the Six Months 
next enſuing, and certifie the ſame to the 
Juſtices inhabiting within the ſaid Hundred 
or Hundreds, at a Meeting to be had for 
that Purpoſe, who ſhall proportion the 
ſame Regularly on each Pariſh, and 
grant out their Warrants to proper Per- 
ſons to Aſſeſs the ſame, and afterwards, 
other Warrants to Collect, and Pay it to 
the Treaſurer of the Corporation; 5 with 
a Power to Inflict Penalties on the A(- 
leſſors and Collectors, if they refuſe or 
neglect to do their Duties, in Aſſeſſing, 
Collecting, and Paying the laid Move: 
«COTA to their Warrants. 


That 
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That each Corporation be one Body 
Politick in Law, and be capable of Suing 
and beingSued, and be enabled toPurchaſe, 
Take and Receive, Lands, Tenements 
and Hereditaments, Goods and Chattles, 


for the Benefit of the Poor. 
Theſe, or ſuch like Methods, being 


| Redtified by the Wiſdom of a Parlia- 


ment, will ſoon appear to be of great 
Uſe to the Nation, and alſo to the Poor 
who are truly Objects of Relief; and 
will alſo put a ſtop to Wandring Va- 
grants, againſt whom, every Corporation 
will then be a Barrier, and none will 
expect Charity, but from the Pariſhes 
to which they do belong, and who are 
the moſt proper Judges whether they do 


deſerve | it. 
And thus I have gone through what 


I Undertook, and have given my 
Thoughts of theſe Two subjects; where- 
in | have no ther View, than pro- 
moting the Welfare of this Kingdom, 
by Improving its Trade, and providing 
for the Poorin a Regular Method ; Both 
which will tend to the Honour of His 


Concluſſon. 


Majeſties Cover: nent, and the advancing 


the Wealth and proſoerity of the Nati - 
on. 
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Anno Septimo & Octavo 
GULIEL MI III. Regis. 


An All for Execting of Hoſpitals 
and Work-Houſes within the City 


of Briftoll, for the better Fanploy- 


mg and Maintaining the Poor there- 


" -—_ 


That the Poor in the City of 
Briſtoll do daily multiply, and 
Idleneſs and Debauchery a- 
mongſt the meaner Sort doth greatly Increaſe, 
tor want of Work-houtcs to ſet them to Work, 
and a ſufficient Authority to Compel them 
thereto, as well to the Charge ef the Inhabi- 
tants, and Grief of the Charitable and Honeſt 


Citizens of the ſaid City, as the great Diſtreſs | 


of the Poor theinſelves; for which ſufficient 
| Redreſs hath not yet been Provided: For 
Remedy whereof, Be it Enacted by the Kings 


moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the Ad- 
| VICE 


7 Hereas it is found by Experience, 
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vice and Conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons in Parliament Af 
ſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, 
That from and after the Twelfth Day of May, 
which {hall be in the Lear of our Lord, One 
thouſand ſix hundred ninety and fix, there be, 
and ſhall be, a Corporation to continue for ever 
within the ſaid City of Briſtoll, and the County 
thereof, conſiſting of the ſeveral Perſons herein 
after mentioned (that is to ſay) of theMayor and 
Aldermen for the time being, and of Fight and 
forty other Perſons, to be Choſen out of the 
Honeſteſt and Diſcreeteſt Inhabitants of the 
ſaid City and County, by the Eleven Wards 
in the ſaid City, and the Caſtle Precincts there, 
which to all Intents and Purpoſes, ſhall be 
from henceforth for cver a Ward within the 
ſaid City (that is to ſay) Four out of each 
Ward, and of ſuch other Charitable Perſons 
as ſhall be Elected and Conſtituted Guardians 
of the Poor of the ſaid City, in manner as is 
herein after expreſied - And the Firſt Eight 
and Forty Perſons {hall be Elected at a Court 
for that purpoſe to be held within each Ward, 
by the Alderman of the ſame, or his Deputy, 
by the Votes of the Inhabitants of ſuch Ward, 
Paying One Penny per Week, or more, in his 
own Right, for and towards the Relief of the 
Poor of the ſaid City, or of the major part of 
them then preſent. ns 

And be it further Enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, that the {aid Eight and Forty Perſons 
ſhall be choſen in manner, as aforeſaid, the 
Twelfth Day of May next following, and ſhall 


continue in their Ofhice until others ſhall be 


Elected 


rr et foo j ho a 


The Appendix. 


Elected in their Rooms, according to the Di- 


rection herein after mentioned; And in caſe 


any of the ſaid Perſons ſo Elected, or any o- 
ther Perſon Elected in their Room, ſlall, after 
their reſpective Elections, happen to Die, 
That then it ſhall and may be Lawtul to and 
for the Alderman of the Ward, fer which ſuch 
Perſon ſo Dying was Elected, or his Deputy, at 
14 Court to be held within the ſaid Ward for 
that purpoſe, within the {pace of Ten Days 
next after the Death of ſuch Perſons, to Elect 
others in their Place, in manner, as aforeſaid; 


which Court and Election, ſuch Alderman, or 


his Deputy, is and are hereby required to Hold 
and Make : Which faid Mayor and Aldermen, 
and Forty eight Perſons, and ſuch other Cha- 
ritable Perſons, ſo Elected and Conſtituted for 
the time being, ſhall be called Guardians of 
the Poor of the City of Bri/foll, © 
_ Aitd to the intent that the ſaid Guardians 
fo Elected out of the {21d Wards may have per- 
petual Succeſlion, Be it further Enacted by the 
Authority aforeſaid, That the ſaid reſpective 
Aldermen for the time being, or thieir jeſpective 
Deputies, ſhall and may, and are hereby re 
quired, on the Firſt Zhrurfuay in Aprat, in 
(very Second Year, from henceforth, to hold 
1 Court in their reſpective Wards, and then 
and there, by the Votes of the inhabitants of 
ſuch Ward, fo qualified, as aſoreſaid, or of the 
Majority of them then preſent, to Elect and 
Chooſe 'Two of the Honeſtelt and Diſcreeteſt 
Perſons out of the ſaid Inhabitants of the ſaid 
City, to be Guardians of the Poor of the ſaid 
City for the ſaid Ward; which ſaid Two Per- 
ſons, 
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ſons, ſo Elected, ſhall be Guardians, and ſhall | 


ſucceed the Two Perſons before that time firſt 
Elected, and then being Guardians for the faid 
Ward; and the faid Two Perſons fo firſt Elected, 
ſhall immediately upon ſuch Election, and 
Notice thereof given to them, ceaſe to be 
Guardians. | ; 

And be it Enacted by the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That the ſaid Mayor, Aldermen, Eight 
and forty Perſons, and ſuch other Charitable 
Perſons Elected and Conſtituted, as is herein 
mentioned and expreſſed, for the time being, 
ſhall for ever hereafter in Name and Fact, be 
One Body Politick and Corporate in Law, to 
all Intents and Purpoſes, and ſhall have a 
perpetual Succeſſion, and be called by the Name 
of The Governor, Deputy-Governor, Aih- 
ſtants and Guardians of the Poor in the ſaid 
City of Briſtoll; And that they ſhall be En- 
abled to Plead and Sue, and to be Sued and 
Impleaded by that Name, in all Courts and 
Places of Judicature within this Kingdom ; 
and by that Naine ſhall and may, without 
Licente in Mortmain, Furchaſe, Take, or Re- 
ceive any Lands, Tenements or Hereditainents, 
of the Gift, Alienation or Demiſe of any Per- 
ſon or Perſons, who are hereby, without 
further Licence, Enabled to Transfer the 
ſame, and any Goods and Chattles whatſoever, 
for the Uſe and Benefit of the Corporation 

aforeſaid. And for the better Governing of the 
| ſaid Corporation, the ſaid Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Eight and forty Perſons, or the Majority of 
them, ſhall have, and hereby have Authority 


to meet on the Nineteenth Day of May next 


following 
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following, in St. George's Chapel in the ſaid 
City, or in {ome other convenient Place 
thete; and ſhall on that Day, or any other 
Day or Time, that to them thall feem con- 
venient, Elect and Conſtitute out of and from 
amongſt themſelves, the ſeveral Officers 
following (that 1s to ſay) One Governor, One 
Deputy- Governor, One Treaſurer, and Twelve 
Athftants, to continue in the ſaid Office tor 


One Year, and no longer; and from thence- 


forth the ſaid Governor, Deputy-Governor, 
Aſſiſtants, Treaſurer, and other Officers, ihall 
yearly, and every Lear, by the {aid Mayor, Al- 
dermen, Forty eight Perſons, and fuch other 
Charitable Perſons as ſhall be Elected and 
Conſtituted as is herein mentioned and expreſ- 
ſed, or the Majority of them, be Elected and 


Conſtituted out of and from amongſt them- 


ſelves, on the Second Thur day in the Month 
of April, or any other Day or Time, as they 
ſhail think convenient, to continue in their 
reſpective Offices for One Year, and no 
longer; And the ſaid Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Forty eight Perſons, and iu other Charitable 
Perſons that thall be Elected and Conttituted, 
a8 is herein mentioned and expreſſed, tor the 
time being, or the Majority of them, thall 
have Power, in caſe of the Death of any 


ſuch Officer ſo Elected and Conſtituted, before | 


their ſaid Year expired, to Elect and Con- 
ſtitute others in their Room, to hold the ſaid 
Office for the Remainder of the {aid Year, 
and ſhall have Power and Authority at any 
time or times, for juſt Cauſe, to remove, 
diſplace and put out any ſuch Officer out ot 


his faid Office, and to Elect and Conſtitute 


another in his Room. K And 
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And be it further Enacted by the Authoriy 


aforeſaid, That the ſaid Governor, or in his 
Default, the ſaid Deputy-Governor, or in 
both their Defaults, Six of the {aid Aſſiſtants 
for the time being, ſhall have, and hereby 
have Power and Authority, and are hereby 
Enjoyned and Required from time to time, 
upon the Second Thurſday in every Second 
Month in every Year, accounting January for 
the Firſt Month, to hold and keep a Court 
or Aſſembly of the ſaid Corporation within 
the ſaid City of Brifto/l, of One and Twenty 
of the ſaid Guardians at leaſt, on the Days 
and Time, and in manner, and for the ends 
in this Act mentioned; (that is to ſay) The 
ſaid Governor ſhall hold the faid Court 
or Aſſembly between the Hours of One and 
Two in the Afternoon; and in his Default, 
the ſaid Deputy-Governor, or any S1x of the 
ſaid Aſſiſtants, ſhall, after the Hour of Two, 
hold the ſame ; And alfo, the {aid Governor 
for the time being, ſhall have, and hereby 
hath Power and Authority, at any ſuch other 
time or tunes as to ham ſhall ſeem mect, toSum- 
mon, Aſſemble and Hold a Court or Aſlembly of 
the {aid Corporation, upon TO Days Notice or 
Warning at the leaſt to be given of ſuch Court 
or Aſſeinbly to be held; And in caſe any 
Twenty of the ſaid Guardians, upon any E- 
mergency, ſignifying it under their Hands 
to the Governor for the time being, That it 
is their Deſire that an Extraordinary Court 
or Aſſembly of the ſaid Corporation may be 


Called and Held, the ſaid Gouernor ſhall be 


Bound, and is hereby En joyned and Required 
to Call aud Hold ſuch Court or Aſſembly g 
5 ©: al 
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ſuch time as the ſaid Twenty Guardians ſhall 


ſo deſire ; and on his Refufal, the ſaid De- 


puty-Governor for the time being, on ſuch 
ſignification, ſhall be Bound, and is hereby 
likewiſe Enjoyned and Required to Call and 


Hold the ſaid Court or Aſſembly, and on his 


Refulal, any Six of the ſaid Aſſiſtants ſhall 
have, and hereby have Authority to Call and 
Hold the ſaid Court or Aſſembly; at all which 
Courts or Aſſemblies all and every Member 
and Members of the ſaid Corporation tor the 
time being, are hereby Enjoyned to appear 
and be preſent, and not to depart from the 
ſame without the Licence of the ſaid Court 
or Aſſembly, on pain to Forteit ſuch reaſona- 
ble Sum and Sums of Money, not exceeding 
Five Shillings, to the Uſe of the ſaid Corpo- 
ration, as by the ſaid Court or Aſlembly, or 
any ſucceeding Court or Aſſembly, thall be 
Aſſeſſed upon them, unleſs they can ſhew 
ſome reaſonable Excuſe to be Allowed of by 
the ſaid Court or Aſſembly; And the - ſaid 
Court or Aſſembly are hereby Impowered to 
Summon to appear betore them any of the In- 
habitants of the ſaid City to anſwer to Matters 
relating to the ſaid Corporation, who are 
hereby Required to appear upon ſuch Sum- 
mons, and anſwer ſuch Queſtions, on For- 
feiture, to the Uſe of the ſaid Corporation, 
of a Sum not exceeding Two Shillings and 
Six Pence for every Default to be Levied as is 
herein after directed. 


And be it further Engaged by the Autho- 


ity aforeſaid, That the ſaid Corporation, at 
the ſaid Court or Aſſembly, ſhall have, and 
N K 2 hereby 
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hereby have Power and Authority from time 


to time to make and appoint a Common 
Seal or Seals for the Uſe of the ſaid pe 


on, and to Make and Ordain By-Laws,Ru es and 
Ordinances for and concerning the better Go- 
verning theſaid Corporation, and thePoorof the 
ſaid City, and ſhall have, and have- hereby Pow- 
er to Purchaſe, Buy or Erect an Hoſpital or 
Hoſpitals, Work- houſe or Work- houſes Houſe 
or Houles of Correction, and to Provide what 
other Neceſlaries they ſhall think convenient 
for the Setting to Work the Poor of the ſaid 
City, of what Sex or Age ſoever they be, 
and ſhall have, and hereby have Power and 
Authorityto Compel ſuch Idle or Poor Peo- 
ple begging or ſeeking Relief, who do not be- 
betake themſelves to fome lawful Imploy- 
ments, and ſuch other Poor who do or {hall 
hereafter Receive Alms of the reſpective Pa- 
riſhes or Places where they Inhabit or Seek 
the ſame, or by any of the Laws now in force 
ought to be Maintained or Provided for by 


any Pariſh or Place within the ſaid City, to 


Dwell and Inhabit in ſuch Hoſpital or Hoſ- 
pitals, Work-houſe or Work-houtes, and to 
do ſuch Work as they ſhall think them Able 
and Fit for; and to detain and keep in the 
Service of the ſaid Corporation, until the Age 


of Sixteen Years, any Poor Child or Children 


of the ſaid City, left to be Maintained by the 
{aid City, or any Pariſh or Place in the ſame, or 
begging or ſeeking Relief, or which by any 
of the Laws now in force ought to be Main- 
tained and Provided for by any Pariſh or Place 


within the ſaid City, or the Child or 9 
| 1 
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of any other Perſon or Perſons, that are or 
ſhall be willing or deſirous to place or put 
their Child or Children in ſuch Hoſpital cr 


Hoſpitals, until their ſaid Age of Sixteen Vears; 


and after they ſhall have attained their faid 
Age of Sixteen Years or ſooner, the ſaid Cor- 
poration, by Indenture, ſhall have Power to 
Bind and Put forth ſuch Child or Children 
Apprentices, to any Honeſt Perſon or Perſons 
within the Kingdom of England, tor any 
Number of Years, not exceeding Seven Years, 
as they ſhall think convenient; which In- 
denture ſhall be binding to ſuch Child or 


* 0 


Chüldren. 
And be it further Enacted by the Authority 


aforeſaid, That the ſaid Court or A ſſembly fa 
Conſtituted, as aforeſaid, ſhall have, and hereby 


have Power to inflict ſuch reaſonable Cor- 


recon and Puniſhment on any Poor Perſon 


or Perſons within the ſaid Hoſpital or Hoſ- 


pitals, Work-houſe or Work-houſes, Houſe or 
Houſes of Correction, that ſhall not conform 
to ſuch Rules, Orders and Ordinances ſo made, 
as foreſaid, or miſbehave themſelves in the 
ſame; And that the ſaid Court or Aſſembly 
fo Conſtituted, as aforeſaid, ſhall have, and 
hereby have Power to appoint a Committee 
to conſiſt of One and Twenty of the Gardi- 
ans at the leaſt, who, or any Five of them, 
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of which Two ſhall be Aſſiſtants, ſhall from 


time to time, or at any time until the next 
Court, have Power to inflict ſuch reaſonable 
Correction and Puniſhment, as afreſaid, on 


any ſuch Poor Perſon or Perſons offending, 


4% aforeſaid. 
| K 3 2 


$45 * — . fa 1 3 — 
* * — — Ie —_—_ Ge i — 
= IE * PIR — — 3 — 


134 


- 


The Appe nds : 
And for the better Carrying on ſo Pious 
and Charitable a Work, be it Enacted by the 


Authority aforeſaid, That it ſhall and may he 


Lawfull for the {aid Corporation, in their 
ſaid Courts or Aſſemblies, trom time to time, 
to ſet down and aſcertain what Sum, or Sums 
of Money ſhall be need ful for the Building 
and Erecting of ſich Hoſpitals, Work- houſes, 
or Houſes of Correction, ſo that the fame do 
not exceed the Sumo Five thouſand Pounds, 
to be raiſed within the ſpace of Three Yews, 
or any longer time, as to them ſhall ſeem 
meet, by ſuch Quarterly or other Payments, 
as they in their diſcretion ſhall think fit; 


And alſo from time to time, to Set down and 


Aſcertain what Weekly, Monthly, or other 
Sums, thall be needful for the Maintenance 
of the Foor in the faid Hoſpital or Hoſpitals, 


Work- houſe or Work-houſes, Houſe o Houſes 


of Correction, or within the Care of the ſaid 


Corporation, ſo that the {ame do not exceed 


what hath been Paid in the ſaid City towards 
the Maintenance of the Poor thereof, in any 
one of the Three laſt Years ; And ſhall and 
may, undertheir ConmonSeal,certity the fame 
unto the Mayor and Alderinon of the ſaid Ci. 
ty far the time being; which ſaid Mayor and 
am Jo of the Aldermen, or any Five of the 


- faid Aldermen without the Mayor, may and 
_ areriereby Required from time to time, to 


cauſe the ſame to be Raiſed and Levied by 


Taxation of every Inhabitant,andot all-Lands, 


Houſes, Tythes Impropriate, Appropriation 
of Tythes, end all Stocks and Eftates in the 
laid City and County of the ſame, in equal 
F Proportion, 
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Proportion, according to their reſpeective 
Worth and Values: And in order thereunto, 
the ſaid Mayor and any Two of the {aid 
Alderinen, or any Five of the faid Aldermen 
without the Mayor, ſhall have power, and 
are hereby required indifferently, to propor- 
tion out the ſaid Sum and Sums upon each 
Pariſh and Precinct within the ſaid City, and 
by their Warrants nnder their Hands and 
Seals to Authorize and Require theChurch-war- 


dens andOverſeers of the Poor of each reſpect- 


ive Pariſh and Precinct, to Aſſeſs the fame re- 
ſpectively; And after ſuch Aſſeſment made, 


by like Warrant under their Hands and 


Seals, to Authorize the ſaid refpective Church- 
wardens and Overſeers to Demand, Gather, 
and Receive the fame, and tor Non-payment 


thereof (being Lawfully Demanded ) to Le. 


vy the ſame by Diſtreſs and Sale of the 


Goods of the Offender, reſtoring the Surplu- 
| ſage to the Party fo Diſtrained; And it no 


Diſtreſs can be found, then it ſhall and may 
be Lawful to and for the ſaid Mayor, and any 
Two of the Aldermen, or any Five of the 
ſaid Aldermen without the Mayor to, commit 
ſuch Offender to Priſon, there to remain 
without Bail or Mainprize, tall the ſame ſhall 
be Paid: And after the ſame ſhall be Recei- 
ved,to Pay the ſame unto the Treaſurer of the 


ſaid Corporation for the time being. Provided 


always, That if any Perſon or Perſons, Pa- 


riſh or Precinct, find him or themſelves to 


be uneqnally Taxed or Aſſeſſed, he or they 
may Appeal to the Juſtices of the Peace of 
the ſaid City and County, at their next Ge- 
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we 


hundred Pounds, or more, towards carr 
on the ſaid Work, It ſhall and may be Law- 
ful for the ſaid Corporation, at a Court where 
there ſhall be preſent Three and thirty of 
the ſaid Guardians at the leaſt, to elect and 
conſtitute ſuch Charitable Perſon to be Guar- 
dian of the Poor of the ſaid City, and to con- 
tinue in the ſaid Office, as long as to the ſaid 
Corporation ſhall ſeem meet. | 

And be it further Enacted by the Autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That the ſaid Corporation thal] 
have the Care ol, and provide for the Main- 
tenance oi all the Foor of the {aid City, of 
what Age or Kind ſoever they be, except 
ſuch as ſhall be otherwiſe ſufficiently Provi- 
ded ior by the charitable Gitts ot other Per- 
ſons, or in Hoſpitals or Almſhouſes within 
the {aid City already Erected: And in order 


thereunto thall have full Power to Examine, 
Search and See what Poor Perſons there are 
come into, Inhabiting and Reſiding within 
the {aid City or any Part thereof; Aud ſhall 


have Power to Apprehend or cauſe to be Ap- 
drehended any Rogues, Vagrants or Sturdy- 


Beggars, or Idle or Diſorderly Perſons within 
the ſaid City and the County. thereof, and. 
to cauſe them to be kept and ſet to Work in. 


the 
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the lad Work- houſes, Hoſpitals or Houſes 


of Correction, for the Space of Three 
Years. = eſs | 

Provided always, and be it Enacted by the 
Authority aforeſaid, That this Act, or any 
thing herein contained, ſhall not any ways 
extend to give the ſaid Corpor ation any Pow- 


er or Authority over any Almſhouſe, or 
Hoſpital, or any other Charitable Gitt or Uſe, 
within the ſaid City, already Given, Settled 


or Erected, but that the ſame ſhall be wholly 
exempted therefrom ; Any thing herein to 
to the Contrary notwithſtanding. | 
And be it further enacted by the Autho- 


rity aforeſaid, That the ſaid Corporation in 
their ſaid Court or Aſſembly, thall have 


hereby power to chooſe and entertain all ſich 
other Officers as ſhall be needful to be em- 
ployed in and about the Premiſſes, and them 


or any of them, from time to time to remove 
35 they ſhall fee Cauſe ; and upon the Death 


or Removal of them, or. any of them, to 


chooſe others in their Place, and. to make 
and give ſuch reaſonable Allowances to them, 
or any of them, out of the Stock or Keve-. 


nue belonging to the ſaid Corporation or Hoſ- 
pitals, as they ſhall think fit. 
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Provided always, and be it further Enact- | 


ed by the Authority aforeſaid, That no Offt- 


| cex or Officers, who ſhall be Elected, choſen, 
pointed or Employ'd, in the Execution of, 


Appogat | | 
or by Vartue of this Act, or any of the Pew- 
ers or Authorities thereby given, ſhall be 
liable. for or by reaſon of ſich Office or Exe- 


cution, to any of the Penalties mentioned in 
; h an 
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an Act made the Five and Twentieth Year 
of the Reign of King Charles the Second, for 
the Preventing the Dangers which may hap- 
pen from Popith Recuſants. 

And it is further Enacted by the Aut hori. 
ty aforeſaid, That the ſaid Treaſurer for the 
Time being, and all other Officers belonging 
to the {aid Corporation, Hoſpitals, Work- 
houſes, or Houſes of Correction, ſhall, from time 
to time, before ſuch Perſon or Perſons as the 
ſaid Corporation ſhall thereto appoint, ac- 
count for ſuch Moneys, Stock, and other 


Things belonging to the ſaid Corporation, 


Hoſpitals, Work-houfes, or Houſes of Cor- 


rection, as ſhall come to their reſpective Hands, 


or be under their reſpective Care, upon every 


reaſonable Warning and Notice thereof, by 


the ſaid Corporation to them reſpectively gi. 
ven; And on their Neglect or Refuſal to Ac- 
count, as aforeſaid, ſhall or may be, by the 


ſaid Mayor, or any Two of the ſdid Aldermen, 


committed to the County Goal for the faid 
City and County of Briſtoll, there to remain 
without Bail or Mainprize, until they ſhall 
become conformable, and Account, as atore- 
{aid ; And if upon ſuch Account there ſhall 


appear any Thing to be in their Hands be- 


longing to the ſaid Corporation, Hoſpitals, 
Work-houſes, or Houſes of Correction, they 
ſhall Pay and Deliver the ſame, as the ſaid 
Corporation ſhall direct, or give ſuch Security 
for the fame, as the ſaid Corporation ſhall ap- 
prove of, on pain to forfeit Double the Value 
thereof, to be Recovered by the ſaid Corpo: 
ration, by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint or In. 
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formation, in which no Protection, Eſſoign, 


or Wager in Law, or any more than One Im- 
parlance, ſhall be admitted or allowed. 


And it is further Enacted, That all other 


Pains, Penalties and Forfeitures by this Act 


appointed, ſhall be Levied by Diſtreſs and 


Sale of the Offenders Goods, by Warrant un- 
der the Hand and Seal of the ſaid Treaſurer 
for the time being, Reſtoring to the Offender 
the Overplus. | DT he 

And be it further Enacted by the Autho- 
rity aforeſaid, That if any Perſon or Perſons 
ſhall be Sued for any Matter or Thing which 
he thall do in Execution of this Act, he may 
plead the General Iſſue, and give the ſpecial 
Matter in Evidence: And if the Verdict 


ſhall paſs for the Defendant, or the Plaintiff 


ſhall be nonſuited, or diſcontinue his Suit, the 
Detendant ſhall Recover his Treble Coſts. 
And this A& ſhall be Taken and be Allowed 
in all Courts within this Kingdom as a Pub- 
lick Act; And all Judges and Juſtices are 
hereby Requir'd, as ſuch, to take Notice there- 
of, without ſpecially Pleading the ſame ; And 
all Mayors, Juſtices, Sheriffs, Bayliffs, Con- 
ſtables, and all other Officers and Miniſters 


of Juſtice, are hereby Required to be Aiding 


and Aſſiſting to the ſaid Corporation, and to 
ſuch Officers as ſhall be employed by them, 
or any of them, in Execution of 1 Act, 
or any of the Powers or Authorities hereby 


given. 
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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 
A | 
HONOURABLE, 
E 1 


Lords Spiritual and T. emporal, 


AND 
Commons in Parliament 
ASSEMBLE D. 


May it pleaſe your Honours, 
1 Humbly make bold to lay before Vou 


an Account of our Proceedings in 

the City of Hriſtol, on the Act of 
Parliament for Erectipg Hoſpitals and 
Work-houſes for the better Employ ing 
and Maintaining the Poor of that City, 
which paſſed in the firſt Seſſions of the 
Par- 
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Parliament begun at Weſtminſter the 22d 
of November 1695. whereby the Pow- 
er inveſted in the Corporation commen- 
ced from the r2th of Mzy 1696. 


Four Guardians for each of our Twelve 
Watds, as the Statute does direct, which, 
with the Mayor and Aldermen, amount- 
ed to Sixty Guardians, and made up our 
Court. 

The Court being thus conſtituted, at 
our firſt Meeting we choſe our Officers 


appointed by the ſaid Act, viz. a Go 


vernour, a Deputy Governor, Twelve 
Aſſiſtants, a Treaſurer, a Clerk, and a 
Beadle. 

This being done, we . d the Guar- 
dians who dwelt in each Pariſh, to bring 
in an Account of all the Poor in their 
reſpective Pariſhes, their Names, Ages, 
Sexes, and Qualifications. Alſo an As- 
count of the Charges expended for main- 
taining them in each of the Jaſt three 
Years, that ſo we might bring it to a 
Medium. We alſo appointed certain ſtand- 
ing Rules for the verter governing our 
Debates, and ordered all things done in 
the Court to be fairly enter din a Jour- 
nal. 

We likewiſe confider'd which would 
be moſt for the advantage of the Corpo- 
ration 


The firſt Thing we did was to chooſe 
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ration, to build Work-houſes, or to pur- 


chaſe ſuch Houſes, which being already 
built, might be altered and made fit for 


our purpoſe. 
Theſe things ſpent jane time, and it 


was about the Month of September before 


we could ſettle the Medium of the Poor's 
Rates, in order to certifie to the Mayor 
and Aldermen what Sum wes neceſſary 
to be Raiſed on the City for the next 


Year, 
But here we met with an unexpected 


Remora, Mr. Samuel Wallis was ſucceed- 


ed in his Majoralty by Mr. J. H. and 
this Change made a great Alteration in 
our Affairs: For whereas the former 
had given us all the Incourageme me we 
could expect from him, and had done 
us the honour to be our firſt Govern Our, 
the latter reſolved to obſtruct us all he 
could. And becauſe the power of Tai- 
ling Money was veſted in him and the 
Aldermen, he abſojutely refuſed to put 
that Power i in Execution. 

This, together with his other Endea- 
vours to Brow-beat the Corporation, 
kept us at a ſtand till October (97 ) only 
our Court met, and diſcourit things, 
and we laboured to keep up the Spirits 
of our Friends, who began to fink 


under theſe Diſcouragements, and to 
| L deſpair 
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deſpair of Succeſs, the Work ſeeming 
difficult enough in it ſelf; our underta. 


king being nothing lels, then to put to 


Work a great Nuwber of People, many 


ot which had been habited to Lazineſs 


and Beggary ; to civilize ſuch as had 
been bred up in all the Vices that want 


of Education could expole them to ; 


and to Clothe, Lodge, and feed them | 


well, with the ſame Sum of Money 
which was diſtributed among them when 
they begg'd, lay in the Streets, and went 


almoſt naked. 


Yet all this would not have diſcou- 


raged us, could we have prevailed on 


Mr. Mayor to have joyned with us. We 
often ſought it, and he as often refuſcd 


us, till his time being expired, his  Suc- 
ceſſor granted our Requeſt ; and then, 
having loſt much time, we were forced 


to make large ſteps. 
The firſt we made was, a Vote to 


take on us the Care of all the Poor of 


the City; and as I remember, this Vote 


paſſed in October or November 169). 
though we had then no Money raiſed, 


nor could we expect any till after our 


Lady day 1698. So that from the paſſing 


that Vote to this time 1s about Two 


Years. 1 
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The next ſtep was to appoint a Com- 
mittee of Twelve to hear the Com- 
laints of the Poor, to relieve them, 


and fet themat work ; Six whereof were 


to go out every Month, and to be ſuc- 
ceeded by Six more, to be choſen by 
Ballating. 

We had formerly obtained from the 
Mayor and Common Council, in the 
Majoralty of Alderman Wallis, the 
Grant of a Work-houſe, which then lay 
unoccupied, and the Court had appoint- 
ed a Committee to place as many Girls 
in it as it would conveniently contain, 
both as to Lodging and boy This 
is that we called the New Hor houſe, 

Bur all things aps. ſtood ſtill fo 
long, we reſolved now to loſe no more 
time ; yer we had no Money, nor could 
we expect any in leis than Six Months, 
from the Poor's Rates; therefore we re- 
ſolved to make our ſeveral Loans for 
Twelve Months without Intereſt to the 
Corporation on the Credit of their 
Common Seal; in which Deſign many 
of the Citizens lent their Aſſiſtance, 
whereby we became ſoon Maſters of a- 
bout Six Hundred Pounds Stock. Like- 


wiſe our Guardians, who were appoint- 


ed to pay the Poor in their ſeveral Pa- 
nſhes, voluntarily advanced their week- 
L 2 "IP 
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ly Payments, till they could be reim- 


burſt by the Treaſurer. The other Stock 


we Employed to furniſh Beds and other 


Neceſſaries for our Houſe, Clothes and 


Proviſions for our Children to be taken 
in, and Materials for their Working. 
We had now Two Committees; one 
for the Poor, the other for the New 
Work-houſe, 

The Committee for the Poor met 
twice every Week: And in this Com- 
mittee we proceeded thus; - 

Firſt, We Voted that the Poor of the 
City ſhould be viſited in their reſpective 
Pariſhes, and that new Poor's Rates 
ſhould be made ; and accordingly we 
ordered the Guardians of each Pariſh 
to bring together the Poor on a certain 
day in ſome convenient Place, where 
the Committee met, and without Parti 
ality endeavourcd to provide for every 
one according to their Wants, We lIike- 
wiſe took notice of a! the young Girls 


that were on our Povi's Books, and of 


ſuch whoſe Parents took no due Care of 

them; and theſe we recommended to ” 

Committee of the New Work-houſe, 

be taken in, and Employed by Mem” 
Our Poor's Rates we made in thts 

manner: Every One that expected Re- 


Hef came before us with their whole 


Families, 
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Families, except ſuch as were impotent 
and could not come: In our Books we 
put down the Name of the Man, the 
Woman, and each Child; together with 
the Qualifications of all, either as to 
Age, Health, Civility „Ge. what each 
perſon did or Geld get by the Week, 
and in what Employment. We likewiſe 
ſet down for what Reaſon che Charity 


was beſtowed, that when that ſhould 


ceaſe, or we could find out any other 
way to provide for it, the Charity ſhould 
likewiſe ceaſe. 


Having thus ſeen the ſtate of all our 


Poor, and provided for them, the Com- 
mittee ſat twice a Week in the Publick 
Court, to hear and provide for all caſual 
Complaints; which we did in this man- 
ner; We ordered that the Poor in their 
reſpective Pariſhes, ſhould firſt apply 

themſelves to their Guardian or Guardi- 
ans, who were to relieve them as they 
ſaw fit, till the next Sitting of the Com- 
mittee, when they were to bring them 
up with their Complaints, if they were 
able to come; and this we did, leſt the 
Committee (three whereof made a Quo- 
rum) ſhould be deceived ; who could 


not be ſuppoſed to know the ſtate of all 
| the Poor in the City, and by this 
means we had the Opinion of the Guar- 
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dian of each Parith ; nor could he eaſi- 
ly deceive us, becauſe he brought the 
Poor with him, and thereby the Com- 
mittee became Judges of the Matter Jaid 
before them. At theſe Meetings, care 
was taken of the various Caſes and Ex- 
egencies which offered, and 1n all things 
there was a regard, as much as could be, 
to put People on living by their own 

Labours. | 
To ſuch as were ſick, we gave War- 
rants to our Phyſician to viſit them; 
ſuch as wanted the Aſſiſtance of our 
Surgeons were directed to them, and all 
were Relieved til] they were able to 
Work; by which means the Poor ha- 
ving been well attended, were ſet at 
Work again, who by neglect, might with 
their Families have been chargeable to 
the Corporation; for {ome we provi- 
ded Clothes, for others Work; where 
we found People careful, but wanted 2 
Stock to Employ themſelves and their 
Children, we either lent or gave it; 
where they wanted Houſes, we either 
paid the Rent, or became Security for 
it; where we found them oppreſt, we 
ſtood by them ; where Differences aroſe, 
we endeavoured to compoſe them; fo 
that in a little time all the Complaints 
of the Poor came to this Committee, 
(which 
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(which ſaved our Magiſtrates a great deal 
of trouble) and care was taken that none 
went away unheard. 


The Committee at firſt fat twice a 


Week, but now only once in a Fort- 
night ; not that we grew ſhack in the 
Care of our Poor, but becauſe their 
Number being ſo much abated, by thoſe 
received into our ſeveral Work-houſes, 
the Buſineſs does not require their meet- 
ing oftner. 

The other Committee, { viz. ) That 
for the New Work-houſe, having firſt 


farniſhed it in order to receive in © 


the young Girls, began with ſuch 
as were recommended to them by the 
Committee for the Poor ; and this Me- 
thod hath been generally obierved ever 
ſince, both by that Committee, and al- 
ſo by the Committee ſince choſen for 
our other Work-houſe ; not that either 
of them depends on the other, but be- 
cauſe the firſt application for Relief is 
made to the Committee for the Poor. 
But before we took in the Girls, we 
firſt confidered of proper Officers to go- 
vern them; and theſe confiſted of a 
Maſter, whoſe Buſineſs was to receive 
in Work, and deliver it out again, and 
to keep the or of the Houſe, ec. 
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A Miſtreſs, whoie Buſineſs was to look 
after the Kitchin and Lodgings, to pro- 
vide their Meals at ſet times, and other 
things which related to the Government 


of the Houſe. 


Tutreſſes to teach them to Spin, under 
each of which we put Five and Twen- 
ty Girls. 

A School- Miſtreſs, to teach them to 

Read. 

323 in the Kitchin, ind for waſh- 

Sc. but theſe we ſoon diſcharged, 

. cauſed our biggeſt Gitls to take their 
Turns every Week,. | 

We alſo appointed an old Man to keep 


the Door, and to carry forth and fetch 


in Work, and ſuch kind of Services. 

Being thus provided, we received in 
One Hundred Girls, and ſet them to 
Work at Spinning of Worſted Yars all 
which we firſt cauſed to be ſtript by the 
Miſtreſs, Waſhed, and new Clothed from 


Head to Foot; which, together with 


wholeſome Dyet at ſet Hours, and good 


Beds to Lye on, fo incouraged the Chil- 
dren, that they willingly betook them- 
ſelves to their Work. 


We likewiſe provided for them Ap- 
parel for Sundays; they went to Church 
every Lord's Day ; were taught their 
Catechiſims at home, and had Prayers 
twice 
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twice every Day; we appointed them ſet 
Hours for working, eating, and play- 
ing; and gave them leave to walk on 
the Hills with their Tutreſſes, when their 
Work was over, and the Weather fair; 
by which means we won them into Ci- 
vility, and a love to their Labour. But 
we had a great deal of trouble with their 
Parents, and thoſe who formerly kept 
them, who having loſt the ſweetneſs of 
their pay, did all they could to ſet both 


1 


their Children and others againſt us; but 


this was ſoon over. 

Hitherto things anſwered above our 
Expectations; our Children grew ſober, 
and Worked willingly, but we very 
much queftioned, whether their La- 
bours at the Rates we were paid, would 
anſwer the charge of their Maintenance 


and if not, our great doubt was how we 


might advance it, without prejudicing 
the Manufactures. Rs 
To clear the firſt, we ſuppoſed our 


ſelves in a fair way, having appointed 


their Diets to be made up of ſuch Provi- 
ſions as were very wholſome, afforded 
good nouriſhment, and were not coſtly 
in Price, (viz.) Beef, Peaſe, Potatoes, 
Broath, Peaſe-porridge, Milk- porridge, 

Bread and Cheeſe, good Bear, ( ſuch as 


we drank at our own Tables) Cabage, 
Carrots, 


254 


1 he Appendix. 


Carrots, Turnips, Sc. in which we took 


the Advice of our Phyſician, and bought 
the beſt of every ſort. They had three 
Meals every day, and as I remember, it 
ſtood us (with Soap to waſh) in about 
Sixteen pence per Week for each of the 
One hundred Girls. We ſoon found 
the effect of their Change of Living, 
Nature being well ſupported, threw out 
2 great deal of foulneſs, fo that we had 
generally Twenty down at a time, in the 
Meaſels, Small- pox, and other Diſtem- 
pers ; but by the Care of our Phyſician, 
and the Bleſſing of God on his Endea- 
vours, we never F Buried but Two, though 
we have had ſeldom leſs than One hun- 
dred in the Houſe at any time, 


Having thus provided for their Dyets, 
we next appointed their times of Work- 
ing ; which in the Summer was Ten 
hours and a half every Day, and an 
hour leſs in the Winter; by which 
means we anſwered the two Objections 
raiſed againſt the Poor, (viz. That t they 
will not Work, and that they ſpend what 
they get in fine feeding. | 

But we ſoon found, that the great 
cauſe of begging did proceed from the 
low Wages for Labaur ; for after about 
Eight Months time, our Children could 

not 
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not get half ſo much as we expended 
in their Proviſions. The Manufactu- 


rers, who Employed us, were always 
complaining the Yarn was ſpun courſe, 
but would not advance above Eight 
pence per Pound for Spinning, and we 
muſt either take this, or have no Work. 
On the other fide, we were labouring 
to underſtand how we might diſtin- 
guiſh, and put a Value on our Work, 


according to its Fineneſs. This we did 


by the Snap Reel, which when we 


155 


were Maſters of, the Committee made 


an Order, That the Maſter ſhould Buy 
in a Stock of Wool, and Spin it up for 
our own Accounts, and then proceed- 
ed to ſet the Price of Spining by the 
Snap Reel, wherein we endeavoured to 
diſcourage Courſe Work, and to En- 
courage Fine, becauſe we ſaw the latter 
was likely to bring more Profit, not on- 
ly to the Poor, but to the Kingdom i in 


general. We likewiſe ordered ſome things 


to be made up of the ſeveral ſorts of Yarn, 

at the Rates we had ſet them; and on the 
whole, we found the Commodities made 
of fine Yarn, though they were much 
better than thoſe made of Courſe, yet 


| ſtood us in little more; becauſe what 


the one exceeded in the charge of Spin- 


ning, was very much made good in 
| 3 | 
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abatement of the Quantity uſed. We 
therefore ſent to the Manufacturers, and 
ſhewed them what Experiments we had 
made; but finding them ſtill unwilling 
ro advance above the old Rate, the 
Committee Voted that they would give 
Employment to all the Poor of the 
City, who wonld make application to 
them, at the Rates we offered to Work, 
and pay them ready Money for their 
Labour. | 

We foon found we had taken the 
right Courte, for in a few Weeks we had 
Sate for our Fine Yarn as faſt as we could 
make ir, and they gave us from Eiglit 
pence to Two Shillings per Pound for 
Spinning the ſame Goods, for which a 
Jittle betore they paid but Eight pence, 
and were very well pleaſed with it, be- 
cauſe they were now able to diſtinguiſh 


between the Fine and the Courſe Yarn, 


which a little before I came up, amount- 


and to apply each ſort to the uſe for 
which it was moſt proper: Since which, 
they have given us Two Shillings and 
Six Pence per Pound for a great many 
Pounds, and we Spin ſome worth Three 


Shillings and Six Pence per Pound Spin- 
ning. | 


By this means we had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing the Children's Labour advanced, 


ted 
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ted to near Six Pounds per Week, and 
would have been much more, but that 
our biggeſt Girls, we either ſettle forth, 


or put in the Kitchin; and thoſe we 
receive in being generally ſmall, are able 


to doe but little for ſome time after. 


The encouragement we had received 


on this beginning, put us on proceed ing 
further : The Court reſolved to pur- 
chaſe a great Sugar-Hovle, out of the 
Money directed by the Act to be raiſed 
tor Building of Work Houſes, and fit it 
up for receiving in the remainder of the 
Poor, (viz. ancient People, Boys, and 


C9 


voung Children; which was according- 


ly done, and a Committee was appoin- 
ted to manage it. This we called the 
Mint Work-FHouſe, becauſe it had been 
hired by the Lords of the Treaſuty for 


that Uſe. 


The Committee began to take 1n the | 


Boys in £19; Taft theſe we Clothed, 
Dyeted, and OCovetned, much after the 
ſame manner as we had done the Girls, 
but put them on a diiterent Employment, 
(viz.) Spinning of Cotten Wool, and 
Weaving of Fuſtians: We have now 
about One Hundred of them together, 
who ſettle well to their Work, and every 


cu mend their Hands; they get us al- 
ready 
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ready Six Pounds per Week ; they are 
likewiſe taught to Read, and we ſhall. 
hereafter teach them to Write. | 

We next took in our ancient People ; 
and here we had principally a regard to 
ſuch as were impotent, and had no 
Friends to help them, and to ſuch as we 
could not keep from the lazy Trade of 


Begging”; theſe we Clothed as we ſaw 


they needed, and put on ſuch Employ- 
ments as were fit for their Ages and 
Strengths, having our Eyes chiefly on 
thoſe to which they were bred ; we found 
it difficult at firſt to bend them down to 
good Orders, but by degrees we have 
brought them under Government. 

Then we called in all the Children 
that were on our Poor's Books, and put 
them under Nurſes; thoſe who can 


ſpeak and go, are carried down into the 


School, to learn their A, B, C, M. As 
they grow up, we ſhall put them into 
the Working Rooms. 
The Boys are keptat a diſtance from 
the ancient People, who do alſo lodge 
in diſtinct Apartments, the Men in ſe— 
veral Chambers on one Floor, and the 
Women on another; all do ſomething, 
though perhaps ſome of their Labours 
comes to little, yet it keeps them from 
Idleneſs; Both the Old and Young = 
ten 


the Ap pendlix. 


tend Prayers twice a day, (except the 
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Bedridden, for whom other Care is ta- 


ken ) and go to Church twice on Sun 
days. 
We have now three ſtanding Com- 


mittees, (viz.) For the Poor, for the 


New Work-houſe, and for the Mint 


Work-houſe : The firſt gives all Directi- 
ons, and makes all N for the 
Poor, without whoſe Order no Guardi- 


an can Act any thing conſiderable, except 
in Caſes of abſolute Neceſſity, which at 
the next Meeting of the Committee he 


muſt give an Account of, and deſire 


their Approbation. The other two Com- 
mittees have Power to Act in the Affairs 


of that Work- Houſe for which they are 
choſen: They receive in both Old and 


Young ; they bind forth Apprentices, 


Correct, order the Dyet as they pleaſe, 
overſee the Working, Sell the Manu— 


factures when made, order the Pay- 


ment of all Moneys, which cannot be 


done unleſs the Note be fign'd by the 


Chair man; and generally direct every 


thing relating to thoſe Houſes. 


The Accounts are made up thus - The 
Treaſurers Account is aud ited every Year, 
by a Committee choſen for that purpoſe; 

at which time he is ſucceeded by ano- 


ther Treaſurer, choſen by the Conrt - 


The 
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dited every Three Months, by a ſelect 


The apa, 


The Accountsof the Guardians who pay 
the Poor in their ſeveral Pariſhes are an- 


Committee choſen likewiſe by the Court, 


and are then paid by the Treaſurer : The 
Accounts for each Workhouſe are audi- 
ted by the reſpective Committee every 
Month, when theMaſter adjuſts, not only 
his Account of Caſh, but alſo of each 
particular Specie of Goods he hath un- 
der his Care, the Ballance whereof is (til! 
carried forward to the next, which when 
allowed of is ſigned by the Charman : 
And the Account for each Houſe is ſo 
ſtated, that it ſhews at one ſight, what 


the Houſe is indebted ; what Debts are 


outſtanding, and from whom; what 
Goods remain in the Houſe, and the 


Quantity of each Specze. 
At the making up theſe Accounts no- 


thing ( unleſs very trivial ) is allowed, 


for which an Order is not produced, or 


of any thing, it the Guardians ſhould 


found entered in our Books, ſo that 'tis 
very difficult to wrong the Corporation 


endeavour it. 
Theſe Committees keep their Journal 


Books, wherein all they do is fairly tranſ- 

cribed, and figned by the Chairman. 
This what is at preſent occurs to my 

Memory touching our Work-Houſes 4. 


Briſtol; 
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Briſtol; I have been as brief as the na- 
ture of the thing would admit: The 
Succeſs hath anſwered our Expectation; 


we are freed from Beggars, our old Peo- 
ple are comfartably provided for ; our 


1 Boys and Girls are educated to Sobriety, 


and brought up to delight in Labour; 
our young Children are well lookt after, 
and not ſpoiled by the negle& of ill 


Nurſes; and the Face of our City is fo 


changed already, that we have great rea- 


ſon to hope theſe young Plants will pro- 


duce a vertuous and laborious Generati- 
on, with whom Immorality and Pro- 
phaneſs may find little Inconragement ; 
nor does gur hopes appear to be ground- 
leſs, for among Three Hundred Perſons 
now under our Charge within Doors, 
there is neither Curſing nor Swearing, 
nor prophane Language, to be heard, 


J though many of them were bred up in 


all manner of Vices, which neither Bride- 
well nor Whippings could fright them 
from, becaule, returning to their bad 


Company for want of Employment, they 


were rather made worfe then bettered by 
thoſe Corrections; whereas the Change 


we havewrought on them is by fair means. 
We have a Bridewel, Stocks and Whipping-; 


Poſs, always in theit fights, but never had, 
occaſion to make uſe of either. 
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The Agenda, 


what is done in that City, I hum- 
bly hope may be carried on by the 
ſame ſteps throughout the Kingdom; 


The Poor may be ſet at Work, their 


Wages advanced without danger to 
our Manufactures, and they thereby en- 
abled to live on their own Labours, 
whereby the Charge of the Poor's Rates 


may be ſaved, and a great many worthy 


Benefactors encouraged to give, when they 
ſhall ſee their Charity ſo well diſpoſed 
of. This I have great reaſon to hope, 

becauſe we have had near One Thouſand | 
Pounds freely given to us within the 
compaſs of one Year, and much thereof 
by „ who dwelt at a Diſtance ' 
from us, only were willing to Encourage | 
a Work they ſaw likely to be carried on, 
which might be of good! MOTT" to the 
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| Right Honourable 
95 and Eimburable, 


| Your Honours rooſt 
Obedient Servant 


JOHN CARY. 
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